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(2 engage no more in publick Argumenta- 


tion, but to paſs the Remainder f my 
Life in quiet Retirement; nevertheleſs, 
| being informed that you have fr 
unto this Day, as Occaſion. ſerved, diſperſed: your Treatiſe 
againſt the Prophets; tho I have uo Reaſon, to doubt your 
doing ſo, from a good Intention; even to antidote the 
Minds of Men, againſt auy Contagion of their ſuppoſed 
Errors; and to windicate the Truth of God, as you con- 
ceive it. Aud as it is but of late that I am made ſen- 
fible, that many in this Country do conclude from the Si- 
* dence on our Bchalf, with reſpect to your Book in parti- 
cular, that the Fatts therein affirmed upon us are unde- 
niable, and the Arguments thereof uot to be confuted; 1 
thought it alſo but a Duty abſolutely owing to the Truth 
of God, to repreſent the Facts as they really were, and the 
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8 JW | 
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Arguments as they ſtood on our Part, in all the Caſes you 


have recited ; that there might be given unto all Men here 


A 2 a Means 


= Aving withdrawn from London about 
ten Tears ago, I had it in my Defire, to 
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Matth. xii. 3 1. Unto which it is added, in Mark iii. 29, 


(ir) 


a Means of informing their Judgments touching that 


Matter; and that au Account 


_ , when 
you and I are paſſed into another World. _ © nor; 


As therefore, you were pleas d, Sir, 10-iddveſs a Pre- 


ace to the New Prophets ; ng the firſt Lines ther, 
to conclude touching them, 4 the . — be on oy 
Side, it carries with it an Accent, that is meritorious 
of the higheſt Damnation. feuding alſo, an 
earneſt Requeſt therein to us all, to make our Defence in 
Publick, to the ſeveral Charges of Guilt your Book has 


laid upon us; this made it neceſſary for me, in the firſt 
Place, to review the Circumſtances and Definition, of 
the Sin againſt the Holy-Ghot 31 which-1 find to be 


lg >— YT * 


Our bleſſed Redeemer, healing one blind and dumb, 


that was poſſeſſed with a Devil ; the Multitude imme- 
diately after it, gathered together about him; and, what 
ever they ſaw of our Saviour at that Time, they ſaid, 
He is beſide himſelf, Mark iii. 21 uhere conſulting 
the Polyglot Bible, I find the Latin renders it, he is 
raving; the Syriac, he is out of his Senſes; the 
Arabic, he is fallen into a Fit; the Ethiopian, he 


is mad; the Perſian, he has loſt his 2 


Moreover, in John x. 20, many ſaid of him, he hat 

a Devil, and he is mad; but the Greek literally in 
the Text of Mark being, he is in an Extaſy, - thoſe who 
look upon him to have been, in that Circumſtance uſual to 
true Prophets, and as one of the Prophets, Mark vi. 
15, do eqſily conceive of this Matter to the Honour of our 
Lord; on the other fide, the Scribes and Phariſees up- 


on that Occafion determined of him, that he caſt out De- 


vils by Beelzebub, the Prince of the Devils: To whom 
our Lord replies; 1 caſt out Devils by the Spirit of God, 
and I. ſay unto you, all manner of Blaſphemy (or evil 
Speaking) ſhall be forgiven unto Men, but Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt (1#9Mpar@- gννον, evil 
Speaking of the Spirit) ſpall not be forgiven unto Men, 
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We A 
but-he that ſo baſphemet h, is in danger of (#«x®- a; 
is bound over to) eternal Damnation; for all in the 
Polyglot render the Word fo ; yet the Senſe does not come 
up to the Accent of, meritorious of the higheſt Dam- 
nation. | n el. 
I lereas then, Mr. Owen aſſerts in bis, Freatiſe; 
that the Circumſtance of Extaſy, as defined in the Text 
above-cited, was never incident to the true P 
but that it alone was demonſtrative of thoſe, who were ac 
tuated by an evil Spirit; if on the contrary, I prove in 
the Cloſe of this, where that Point properly comes to be 
diſcuſſed, and even evince beyond any rational Confutation, 
that the Scripture- Prophets had Extaſies; I leave it to 
himſelf to conſider, what ſort of Guilt, and how merito- 
rious, he draws upon himſelf, by the appropriating that Ef- 
fect wholly and only to the evil One, which was an Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt very often. 

The Guilt and Danger (whatever it is) on the one 
fide, of believing an evil Spirit to be a good One; or on 
the other, of believing a good Spirit to be an evil One ; 
being, Sir, the only Point in your Preface, I ſhall mention 
in this Addreſs to your ſelf, leaving all the reſt of it to be 
debated interſperſedly in the following Sheets; I take the Lis 
berty to cite from Pages 28: and 29 of your Book, what 
properly belongs to this Matter.: to wit ; After all, leſt 
they ſhould be exalted above Meaſure, through the 
Abundance of private Signs and Revelations, vouch- 
ſafed to themſelves in private, as they ſay : Let me 
tell them, it is no eaſy Matter to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween real Miracles, and diabolical Illuſions. If 
therefore the New Prophets, and their Followers, 
be deluded, as it is poflible they may be, then is 


their Caſe a thouſand Times more deſperate than 


ours, who adhere to the Old Revelation, which is 
confeſſedly a ſure and ſafe Rule. I beg leave here, 
Sir, to anſwer. for the Prophets; that they alſo coufeſſing, 
that the Old Revelation contained in the Scriptures is a 
ſure and ſafe Rule, the Queſtion to be diſcuſſed or the 

wy 


enfuing- Book, terminates in this 5 Whether the Believers 
r Disbelie vers of the. preſent Spirit of Prophecy, do in 
that Belief.or. Unbeligfs moſt adhere to the Old Revelation, 
Nur f we on eur Side, do equally adhere to the preceding 


Teſtimonies of God, by divine Jaſpiration, as will he made 


appear; what Ground could there le for your Thouſand 
times? i migbi zuall have ſufficed. you fimply ta Jay, 
that you thought our. Caſe more deſperate thay yours, As 


to the Number you him of Signs and Revelations:wouchs. 


fafed 0 ut in private, that is indeed an Advantage un our 
fade fer #be Aurance of Faith, but not the ouly One; 


vate for us ta diſtinguiſh between real Miracles and 
diabolical Deluſions, the ſame in kind with thoſe that 
are made public; it muſt be much more difficult for your 
And others, by uncertain Hear ſay upon various Ways 


of reporting, 10 diſtinguiſh of them, than for thoſe ubs 


were Eye and Ear Mitueſſes thereof themſelves ; and this 
makes your Air mation, of a "Thouſand times more 


Danger on gur Part, to be flill mare unintelligible ; Hows 


everg as to fuch cunſing aud damuing Words, as merir 
torious af the higheſt Damnation, I cannot concur 
uh hen in the Uſe of them, in any Caſe whatſeever. - 

M hereſore upon the hole, as it was not, Sir, without 
much, Nifpeuity, that d could perſwade my ſelf, to ad- 
dreſs unto you the adjuſting of ſo ungrateful a Subjett ; 
as is contained in the Lines above : So it is with Pleaſurt, 
that I read [your Declaration touching Dr. Dee, page 79, 
to wit, Becauſe of his fincere Intentions toward God, 
de it may be tharitably hoped, that Gad mercifully diſ- 
e ẽ,ñ his Error, and gave him Repentance before he 
« died: As I deubt-uot but he will to many, who in the 


& . Integrity ¶ their Hearts, are carried away after this 


te nem prophetic Appearance in Great Britain.” Unto 
whech-it:onghttoibe added; that ſiuce God is the ſole com- 
petent' Judge of the lutegrity of the Heart, either in the 
Believers or Ono ſers of the preſent Spirit of Propheſy. 
the Charity equally is to be extended to both; n 
e 662 ing iy, 


far, fuppofing it be ag you ſay, no eaſy Matter in pri- 
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ingly, wherever he beholds Perſons, not wilfully byaſſed 
by their own Paſſions aud worldly Intereſts, but after a 
deliberate Search into their own Hearts, and the Uſe of the 
beſt. Means of Inſtruftion within their Power, fauning 
thro' Ignorauce and a Defett of Judgment; may they 
obtain Mercy as St. Paul did, and may the All-powerful 
Spirit open their Underſtandings, and convince them of 
ſuch Sin, that upon Repentance their Robes may be waſht 
and made white in the Blood of the Lamb. And in 
particular, as you have expreſſed it, in Preface p. 1, It 
thoſe who disbelieve this new Appearance be delu- 
ded, may the Father of Mercies dart brighter Illu- 
minations into their Minds, before the judicial and 
incurable Stroke be given. Derr 
In the mean Time, as the holy Ghoſt did ſeal #9 abe 
commanded Duty of reading the Scriptures, not only a= 
mong the Berean Converts, and unto the Ethiopian 
Eunuch while he was ſo occupied in his Chariot, lum 
generally Chriſt was made known unto all Nations by the 
Scriptures of the Prophets, Rom. xvi. 26. all Matters of 
Doctrine are in the following Traf# debated upon that 
Foot; and as the exhorting oxe another, and edifying one 
another, in the Way of Argument, is an indiſpenſible 
Duty incumbent on all Chriſtians ; ſo we are forbid, peremp- 
torily to judge and decide of one another, touching the Se- 
crets of the Heart reſerved to God only; remembering al- 
ways, that Charity is the moſt compleat and perfect Bond 
of Unity, among Chriſtians, wherein under Variety of O- 
pinions and the Argumentative cuntroverting of them, 
Love does well become us. And therein it remains for 
me among the reſt, to acquit my ſelf in particular, as, 


SIR, 
Brownſlane, Jan. 9. 


172223. 


Your Friend and Servant, 


John Lacy. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


"The General Delufion of Chriſtians, touching the 
Way s of God's Revealing himſelf, To, and By, the 
Prophets, evinc d from Scripture and Primitive An- 
tiquity. And many Principles of Scoffers, Atheiſts, 
Saducees, and wild Enthuſiaſts, Refuted. The 
whole meg x as much as poflible, to the meaneſt 
3 4 Parts. Printed for S. Noble, in 
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SS=7 URPOSING herein an 
phets and their Adherents; 
tho' nothing of Moment is de- 

ſigned tobe pretermitted, that 
Sag the Author has in his Tract 
deal alledged againſt them, I found 
it neceflary in the two firſt 


Chapters of this, to deviate 
from the Method purſued in 


his, in order to ſet Matters in a clearer Light, and 
in Aid of the Reader's Memory to digeſt them. 


Wherefore I propoſe unto Conſideration, in the firſt 
Place, that Part of Mr. Owen's Book, which chiefly 
anſwers to the Title, The Scene of Delufions; and 
whereof he ſays, p. 7, that the Pretenſſons of the modern 
Prophets are proved to be meer Illufions, by a Cloud of 
Witneſſes, ſummoned in from all Ages and Corners of 


the World. 85 
Anſw. Firſt, This Cloud of Witneſſes being com- 


poſed, for the moſt Part of it, of ſueh Perſons 
who either really were, or are by him aſſerted 
to be, actuated by Satan under the Character of 
Prophets, among the Heathen; or among the 
Anrichriſtian Jews, or the Mahometans, or the 
erroneous Papiſts, or among the moſt abomi- 


naable 
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trinal Errors; and 


nable Hereticks in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, or 
laſtly among ſuch Proteſtants as were the moſt wild 
and unaccountable in their Doctrines; I ſay, that 
none of theſe Inſtances, of a Spirit teſtifying either 
to Heathen Idolatries, ↄr ta Antichriſtian fataife, 


kurier py ro @{Fojth de. 


perftitions, groſs rs and Uſurpations, or to 
the impious and extravagant Doctrines of ſome 


Chriſtians before the Formation of Popery, or of 


fach like fince a Reformation from it; none of thefe 
Inſtances prove any thing at all of a Deluſion upon 
the modern Prophets; nor are they any ways appli- 
cable unto them, who are clear from all fuch doc- 
nothing of that kind is proved 
on them by Mr. Ouen, as will appear by and by. 


But 2dly, as to this Cloud of Witneſſes, mentioned 


in his · long Catalogue of Perſons acted by the De- 
vil; tho' I ſuppoſe indeed, that he himſelf believed 
all the Facts therein aſſerted to be true; for if he 
did not, I cannot ſee how he is to be acquitted from 
an Intention, of impoſing upon the more ignorant 
Sort of Readers; however, there are many parti- 


cular Accounts of Fact in this Catalogue, which are 


I believe generally queſtioned as to the Truth of 
them; and in the following Argument I fhall take 
the Liberty ſometimes, of ſheu ing my Opinion, 
that the Facts themſelves, as he relates them, were 
not ſo. But, 3dly, touching this Cloud of Witneſſes, 
of diabolical Deluſion in the Prophets, the Author 
ſays, in Pref. p. 5. The Devices of the White Devil are 
alſo repreſented in their proper Colours, by diſcovering what. 
good and great Things haue been alfected in the World by 
a politic Devil: Unto which, until a more full Dit 
cuſſion of it, I cannot but here reply; that as his 
main Deſign is to prove the modern Prophets to be 
poſſeſſed by a Devil, by numerous Inſtances of thoſe 
who were ſo; I find in ſeveral of thoſe Inſtances, 
fo much of Good appeared, that I can ſee no Rea- 
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2 (3) 
fon, Juſtice, or Charity, in their being ranked a- 
mong Demoniacks: Such as Plato, whoſe Writings 
are ſo admirable, that many term him the Divine 


Plato; he however, and Socrates, are put into the 
black Roll of Demoniacks, p. 70, altho* Socrates died 
a Martyr for teaching, and contefling openly againſt 


Heathen Idolatries, that there was One only Inviſi- 
bleand True God. Thus alſo, without mention- 
ing any doctrinal or moral Evil upon them, he has 
ſentenced for Demoniacks, Hiſt. p. 65. Dr. Pordage, 
Major Willie and the Philadelphians, p. 81, 82. as 
alſo Antonietto Bourignion, whole Apology, written 
by Dr. Garden and Monſieur Poiret, does abun- 
dantly vindicate her from the Imputations, charged 
by Mr. Owen. But 4thly, as he has put alſo into 
the Catalogue of thoſe who were actuated by the 
Devil, the antiently inſpired, nicknamed Montaniſts, 
and has ſtiled Montanus, that Grand Hereftarch, 
which means as much as the Prince or Chief of Here- 
tickt; I do not conceive how this conſiſts well with 
his owning p. 51, that Montanus, and thoſe inſpired 
after the like manner as he, were ſound in Doctrine; 
and therefore I wiſh the Author had given us his 
Definition of @ Heretick. For as I do not apprehend, 
what other Reaſon he can have for fixing that Brand 
upon Afontanns, but the Condemnation of him by 
the Church generally, after ſhe herſelf became cor- 
rupt; this holds to be as good a Reaſon in the Pa- 
piſts now, for calling us all Hereticks; and they do 


draw up as long and black a Roll of Hereticks, ſum- 


moned 1n from all Ages and Corners of the World, 


as a Cloud of Witneſſes every whit as much to the 


Purpoſe, to prove Hereticks of all Proteſtants; as 
that of our Author's is to evince the Deluſion of 
the modern Prophets. But, becauſe the Circum- 
ſtances of the Montaniſt Prophets, are the moſt like 
of all other in his Book, to thoſe of the modern 


Inſpired; their Caſe has been at large debated, in 
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| (4) 
a Book, entitled, The General Delufion' of Chriſtians, 
touching the Ways of God's revealing himſelf, to and by 
the Prophets, from p. 226, unto p. 36 1. wherein they 
are vindicated from Fourteen Articles of flanderous 
Accuſat ion, inſtead of Four that Mr. Owen has exhi- 
bited againſt them; and therein it appears, from the 
Teſtimony of ſeveral entire Churches, in the pureſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, that they were true Prophets, 
and divinely inſpired. Therefore, as he would 
himſelf avoid the Delukon of: the Devil, in imitating 
that Grand Accuſer of the Brethren ; and as he 
ought to tender the Honour of God and the Glory 
of Chriſt more, than to aſcribe unto the Devil an 
Inſpiration, which was beyond Doubt, and was ſo 
avowedly, divine in them; I propoſe it to his ſe- 
rious Conſideration, either to retract his raſh Cen- 
ſure of the Montaniſts, or to write a Confutation 
of that Apology | above-mentioned for them. 
Wherein alſo he will celebrate his Charity, and moſt 
acceptable Compaſſion, to the modern Prophets 
and their Adherents, © KS: 
Having premiſed theſe Things, to ſhew, that the 
Cloud, of Witnefles of their own ſatanical Deluſi- 
ons, were either not ſuch as he repreſents, or elſe 
that they prove nothing upon the modern Prophets, 
becauſe the Caſes of the one and the other are 
widely different; I now proceed to examine more 
particularly, his Application of the Deluſions hiſ- 
torically mentioned in the S“ ne; and becauſe the 
greater Part of them, does inſtance miraculous 
Works done by the Devil, they will be treated of, 
firſt under the Head that Mr. Owen has aſſerted, 
of the Neceſſity of Miracles to all divine Prophets; 
as followeth, 
. Scene. of. Deluſions, p. 36. We demand Miracles of 
theſe new Prophets, in the firſt Place, as au immediate 
Teſt of a Divine Miſſon. N 
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8 (5) 
- Anſw. That this Demand is unjuſtifiable in itſelf, 
will appear by and by. But here it may ſuffice to 
ſay, © that it is remarkably unjuſtifiable in Mr. 
Owen to make it, becauſe he had before ſaid, p. 30, 
Miracles are an . inſufficient Evidence of a Divine Re- 
velatiun, fince evil Spirits can interrupt the Courſe of Na- 
ture; which may anſwer the Caſe of Claris, who re- 
mained ſome time unhurt in the Fire, with the Flames 
round about him and mounting a Yard above his Head, 
yet not ſo much as his Hair or Cloaths were touched 
therewith any more than thoſe of the Three Children. 
For, there is no Promiſe in the Scriptures to the Church (ſays 
he) for the reviving the Gift of Miracles, and all God's 
Gifts are purſuant to his Promiſe ; nevertheleſs, other 
Interpreters of Scripture ſay (as in Pool Hege 
on the Text) that the Promiſe of Miracles to fol- 
low thoſe that believe (Marł xvi. 17, 18.) has all along 
been valid unto this Day. But he affirms further, 
We are forbidden to expect Miracles, ſo I take the Senſe 
to be of John iv, 48, Except ye ſee Signs and Wonders 
je will not believe; why therefore ſhould he in parti- 
cular demand Miracles, and that even in the firſt 
Place? Nay, ſays he, Miracles of the laſt Timet are 
made Signs of Antichriſt, 3 Thel. ii. 9. Wherefore, 
ſince Miracles as well atteſted as that of Claris and 
as great, muſt be Signs of Antichriſt, and that our 
Lord has forbid us to expect any, and that they 
arc at the beſt but an inſufficient Evidence of a divine 
Revelation; I leave it to Mr. Owen to make out, how 
all theſe Aſſertions of his are conſiſtent, with the 
Demand of Miracles in the firſt Place, as a Teſt of 
a Divine Miſſion. For I think he has argued, that 
they ought not to bedemanded at all, or that they 


can be no Evidence of a Divine Miſſion. 


Scene of Delufion, p. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, arguing 
about the Miracles recorded in the Bible, concludes. 
thus: From the Mole we ſee, that God, in Compaſſion 
to Mankind, has always condeſcended, to atteft his ex- 
traerdingry Word, by miraculous Warks, Anſtu. 


Auw. From the whole we ſet, that God has not 
akvays atteſted his Word by mixaculous Works. For 
Mr. Ouen ſays, p. 26, 27. There were true Prophet 
 #nder the Old Teſtament, who did nit confirm their Meſ> 
' fage by Miracles ; but thoſe Prophets, who had no Mivd- 
cles, deliver d only private Inftrutions, and preſſed npou 
Perſons Truths already retetded, and threatned them with 
Fudgments for their Þnpenitency ; or elſe, did predict F- 
turities that would come to paſs in a ſhort time; or «lſe, 
were Men who bad by good Teſtimonies purchas 4 the Cha» 
ratter of eftabliſh'd Prophets; in theſe and the like Cuſes, 
there was ub need of a miraculous Atteſtation, So that 
from his own Words it appears, that fo far was it 
from God's always atteſting to his Word by Mira- 
cles, that ſeveral Caſes ate here named, wherein God 
did nor ſo; and the like Caſes may comprehend ma- 
ny more, for Caſes may be multiplied, which in 
ſome Senſe are alike. But he adds in the ſame Page, 
I Inſpirations are of univerſal Concern, Prophets are obli- 
ged to prove themſelves divinely inſpired, for the Conviftion | 
of others, which cannot be dane without Miracles. No 
(ſay we) nor with Miracles; for thoſe of Moſes, 
Elia: and Chrift, who were. atteſted tranſcendently 
with the greateſt of Miracles, did not convince thoſe 
betore whom they were Wrought; on the other 
tide, John Baptiſt, who wrought no Miracles, was 
by all the People ſo much believed to be a Prophet 
ſent of God, that the Prieſts were afraid to deny it, 
leſt they ſhould be ſtoned to Death; and yet the 
Baptiſts Inſpirations were of univerſal Concerts. 
Nor are Prophets obliged to convince others ; tor God ſays 
to Iſaiab, Chap. vi. 10. Go, make the Heart of this 
People fat, and make their Ears heavy, and ſbut their 
Eyes, leſtibey underſtand and be conver ed. So Jeremiah is 
commanded to ſpeak, tho” they would not hearken 
to him, Jer. vii. 27. And again our Saviour ſays, 
Mark iv. 11, 12. Unto them that are without, all things 
arp done in Parables, that they may not perceive, nor un- 
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derfland; left they ſbou ld be converted. And Ezekiel is 
bid to go unto rhofe chat would not hear, Exel. 
Chap. ii. and iii. However; to ſumm up Mr. 
Ower's Doctrine of Miracles requiſite to true Pro- 
phets, if I miſtake not, it amounts to this, That. 
God has always atteſted bis extraordinary Word by mira- 
culous Works, when they deliver'd a Meſſage of unver- 
ſab Concern. But I hope, he that — the modern 
Prophets of contradicting the Scriptures, will, _ 
better Confideration, alter his Judgment, and n 
more inſiſt upon a Doctrine, ſo contradictory — 
them, as that of his own above-mentioned is. For 
we read there, of Prophets without Miracles, who: 
however, gave forth Meflages from God, then of 
general Concern, as Coma; 5 2 Meſſenger that 
came to Bochin, Jucken, Chap. ii. another Chap. vi. 
Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. Nathan, mentioned in divers 
Places. 'Gad, 3 Sam. xxiv. Ahijab, 1 Kings xi. She- 
maiah, Chap. xii. ' Huldah, 2 Kings xxii. Heman, 
1 Chron. xxv. Aſaph, 2 Chron. xxix. lark, Chap. 
xxxV; Axariab, Chap xv. Hanani, Chap. xvi. Je- 
bu, Chap. xix. Oded, Chap. xxviii. Job and his 
three Friends. Agur, Prov. xxx. Lenuel's Mother, 
Chap. xxxi. Ado, 2 Chron/ix. Uriak, Jer xxvi. As 
alſo Feremiah himſelf, Hoſea, Ezekiel, Joel, Aimos, 
Obadiah, Micah, Nabum, Habbakkuk, Zephaniah, Hag- 
gat, Zechariah, Malachi, In the New” eſtament, we 
read alſo of Prophets without Miracles, Elizabeth, 
Auna, Simeon, Zecharias, the Virgin Mary, John the. 
Baptiſt, Philip's four Daughters, Agabus, 4 many 
more, mentioned in the Acts and Epiſtles. 

Scene, p. 3 2, 33, the learned N. Cauſabon obſerres, 
that in the Opinion of ſome Perſons; Enthuſiaſtick 
Divinatory Fits, are ſometimes incidental to a Con- 
currence of certain natural Diſtempers. So that 
Men and Women, under theſe Diſtempers, have 


foretold divers things that came to paſs accordingly ; 


and fome of them ſpoke, ſome Latin, ſome oP 
an 


= 08) 
and ſome Hebrew, or any other Language, wWhereof 
before they had no Knowledge; and when once cu- 
red of theſe Diſeaſes, they returned to their former 
HBeſides, when the new Prophets ſpeak 

of their miraculous Cures, and other things; they 
tell us nothing of the Philoſophy and vaſt Power of 
Nature. But future Generations may know more 
than we do, or paſt Generations did, who looked 
on many Phænomena to be miraculous, that ſince then 
appear to be the Effects of natural Cauſes; as E- 
clipſes, the Magnet, Gunpowder. And therefore, 
all thoſe things that paſs for wonderful to the Eye, 
muſt not immediately paſs for real Miracles. .* 
Anſw. Here are three Operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, mention'd 1 Cor. xii. made deducible from 
natural Cauſes; to wit, Prediction, Healing and 
Languages. Which way of Argument, is ſo impro- 
ved by Cauſabon, Hobbs, Spinoſa, Toland, and many 
other Philoſophical Magnifiers. of the Power of Na- 
ture; that it's notorious to Men of Reading, they 
have rendred in a manner all the Miracles in the Bi- 
ble, either plainly reducible to be the Effects of 
natural Cauſes already diſcovered, or ſuppoſed 
them (as Mr. Ouen does). to be redueible to ſome 
natural Cauſes yet latent, which may hereafter be 
diſcovered. Upon the Foot of ſuch ſort alſo of Di- 
ſtempers natural, which Mr. Owen here terms Me- 
lancholy, Maniacal, Ecſtatical, Phrenetical, Epileptical, 
Hyſterical, and the like; the Atheiſtical or Deiſti- 
cal ſort of Men have imputed to the Scripture Pro- 
phets Folly, in regarding as Divine, the Appearance 
af Angels, heavenly Voices heard, Viſions and 
Dreams vouchſafed them of God, and the Trances, 
deep Sleeps or Extaſies, Raptures and Tranſports, 
wherein the Father of Spirits did reveal himſelf un- 
to and by them; and in ſhort, by exalting the 
Powers in Nature, they have ſo far turned into Ri- 
dicule, every thing pretended to be ſypernatural,, 
| as 


CCL 
as to make the Obligations to all reveal'd'Religion 
void. As to the modern Prophets; if they be there- 
fore reviled upon theſe Principles, and becauſe they 
do not fatisfy the Curious, touching the Philoſophy 
and vaſt Power of Nature, they fare but as the anci- 
ent ones alſo now do. But be it conſtrued how it 
will; the Gift of Healing upon Prayer without 
Means, the Gift of Languages ſpoken whereof be- 
fore they had no Knowledge, and that of pre- 
dictory Prophecy, have been manifeſt among the 
modern Prophets. And becauſe we cannot conceive 
how 1 Diſtemper of Body ſhould produce 
ſuch Effects, we eſteem them miraculous, and give 
unto God the Glory of them. © dhe 
Scene, p. 30. Evil Spirits can interrupt the Courſe 
of Nature. E. 32. And if they perform real Mira- 
cles, perhaps it would not be very improper to ſay, 
that God may work Miracles by Satan: for in the 
ſupernatural Acts of Evil Spirits, as they are Acts, 
there is more than a meer Bermilion. 

Anſw. If there be more than a mere Permiſſion, 
in the real Miracles wrought by the Devil, and God 
may be ſaid to work them by Satan, then God is the 
primary Worker of them; if it be ſo (for ' tis above 
my Comprehenſion) then all the miraculous Works 


following, which Mr. Owen ſays were done by the 


Devil, might be (ir ſeems) primarily wrought by 
God. In my Apprehenſion indeed, it would be 
very improper to ſay, that God wrought by Satan, the 
Miracles done by the Magicians of Egypt, to con- 
firm Pharaoh's Oppoſition unto the Name and Au- 


- thotiry of Jehovah, demonſtrated by Moſes ; and I 


am apt to think a Permiſſion alone were enough for 
Satan, to oppoſe Truth by his Miracles in this, and 
other Caſes following. : 

Scene of Delufions, the Preface concludes thus; 
ben the modern Prophets do thoſe great things, that 
bave not yer been performed by 8 and deluded Per- 


ſons, 


(ey. 


ſons, I will believe them. And til their Performances = 


do really excel the Operations of Satan, recorded in the 

ſubſequent Diſcourſe, and other Authors of undoubted Ve- 

racity, I will not believe them. Charles Owen. . 

Anſw. The modern Prophets are very little con- 
cerned, whether Mr. Owen believes them, or not; 
the Buſineſs here is only, to eyince the Unfairneſs 
and Defects of his Arguments againſt them. And 

as to the preſent Point; if his Authors unproduced 
be of no more Veracity, than thoſe of the Be 

Talmud, and the Popiſh Legends of their Saints, 
which he has produced ; I do believe, that very few 

Proteſtants, beſides himſelf, will allow to them the 
Character of, an undeubted Veracity. But ſuppoſing, 
for Argument ſake, all the Operations of Satan re- 
corded in his Tract were true; it is not a juſt Infe- 
rence however, that unleſs Prophets ſent of God 
do greater things than thoſe, they ought not to be 
.believed. For, if the Divine Prophers do but the 
like miraculous Signs in the Name of Chriſt, and in 
Teſtimony of Truth, as the Devil exhibits to autho- 
rize and propagate Falſhood, the former ought re- 
verentially to be eſteemed: and this is allowed by 
Mr. Ower's own Determination, who tells us, p. 31. 
1 think the Author in Juſtin Martyr is in the right, when 
he ſays, Miracles muſt be judged by the Doctrine which 
they confirm, not the Doctrine by the Miracles. The Pro- 
phet muſt be eſteemed (true or falſe) not by the Event of 
bis Wonder, but by the Truth of his Doctrine. Now, as 
this ſeems to. be a right ſtating of the Matter, and 
warranted by Deutr. xiii. 1, 2, 3. upon this Foot, I 
hope no Injury can accrue to any Teſtimony of God 
given unto his Meſſengers, by any miraculous Sign 
or Wonder, altho' it be allowed that the Devil has 
or may atteſt, by the like Sign or Wonder, unto his 
Agents in Support of Idolatry, or falſe Doctrine. 
For Example; altho' Mr. Ouczꝝ had ſaid, p. 7. that 
the Pretences of the modern Prophets, are proved to be meer 

Fa | | Wufiens, 
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Illafionss by. a Cloud of Witneſſes, ſummoned in from 
all Ages and Corners of the World; yet he himſelf 
does not take them to be ſo proved, but upon Sup- 
poſition of falſe Doctrine advanced by the Spirit in 


them; for here, after he had ſaid, p. 31. that Mi- 


racles muſt be judged of by the Doctrine they are 
brought to confirm, and the Prophet muſt be eſteem- 
ed by the Truth of his Doctrine, he immediately 
adds: Therefore, the new Prophets having advanced new 
Articles of Faith not found in the Bible, we muſt look up- 
on their pretended Miracles, as meer Illuſions : Of which 
in the Cloſe of this Trafk. But, if in no Part of his 
Tra, wy talſe Doctrine is upon Examination found 
upon the Prophets; then their Miracles by his Con- 
feſſion may be of God, and ought to be eſteemed ſo 
(others may think,) altho' they be not ſo great in 
their ſeveral kinds, as ſome hereunder-mentioned of 
the Devil; to wit, 

A heavy human Body being lift up and detain- 
ed in the Air, or carried therein to ſome Diſtance, 
is a Miracle. And touching this, the Scene of De- 
luſions tells us, p. 33. the Devil carried many 
ot his Votaries in the Air, ſome in particular that 
were in Compact with him, called Conjurers and 
Witches, and Prieſts to his Idol Altars; and among 
the reſt, he carried a Man from Goa in the Eaſt-In- 


dies into Portugal, in an incredible ſhort time, tho' 


it be about two thouſand Miles; and Mr. Owen de- 
termines for himſelf, that unleſs a Prophet be car- 
ried further, he will not believe it can be a Teſtt- 
mony in his Favour from God. Moreover, among 
ſome Magicians there named, Theodorus the Montani- 
ſtical Prophet, is ſaid to be carrried'in the Air; but Mr. 
Owen ſtrangely therein forgot the Injunction given 
to Miniſters, to refuſe prophane and old Wrves Fables, 
1 Tim. iv. 7. Nevertheleſs, this Gentleman had it 


from a Father a Jeſuit, that /znatius Loyola the Foun- 


der of the Jeſuirs, was lift up in Prayer two or three 
C 2 Yards 


| „ 
Yards above Ground. And what of this? Why, 
the Miracle muſt be tried by the Doctrine, and 
therefore it was a Devil that did ſo to Loyola; but, 
what if the ſame occurs to a Man, that taught ſound 
and unreproachable Doctrine only? Why then, 
this is a miraculous Atteſtation to him from God. 
Well; one of the modern Prophets was fo lift up 
and held in the Air, a Yard above Ground, before 
many Witneſſes; and Mr. Owen forgot in the Cloſe 
of his Tract, to offer at any thing of New Articles of 
Faith, taught by the Prophets, as he promiſed to pro- 
duce. 5 

Another Pattern of Miracles the Stene tells us to 
be done by the Devil, is that of his inſpiring his de- 
voted Servants, and thoſe poſſeſsd by him, to ſpeak 
Languages unlearnt by the Perſons, particularly the 
Hebrew, the Greck, and the Latin, p. 34,35. Nay, 
a Maid poſſeſs'd by an evil Spirit, ſpake all man- 
ner of Languages with great Exactneſt and Elegancy, p. 80. 
Well! what Concluſion ariſes from all this? Why, 
unleſs any one inſpired of God with the Gift of 
Tongues, does more therein than ſpeak, all man- 
ner of Languages, with great Exattneſs and Elegancy, 
Mr. Ouen will not believe, it any Teſtimony of a 
Divine Miſſion. It was indeed, at the firſt Preach- 
ing of Chriſtianity, a Sign of divine Inſpiration, for 
the Conviction ot Heathen Unbelievers; and we ac- 
knowledge a divine Gift in the Apoſtles and Prophets 
of the New Teltament, altho' their inſpired Greek 
be not with great Exactneſs and Elegancy, as will 
appear by the Confeſſion of the Learned, by and 
by. So that, as Mr. Owen, on the former Head of 
Miracles, did make thoſe of the Devil to exceed, 
what was done by the holy Angels unto Philip, Acts 
viii. 39, 40. and to Ezekiel, Chap. viii. 3. he has 
alſo, upon this, made the Devil's Miracle to exceed, 
whatever.we know Vas given to any one iu the New 
Teſtament, But what are the Authors of n 

i e 
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ed Veracity in this Paint? Why, A. Owen was. in 
Company with a Pruſſian Gentleman, who told him (ſays 
he, p. 80.) that above forty Tears before, when he was at 
the Grammar School in Germany, there was a, Maid 
there poſſeſs d with an evil Spirit, that did fo and ſo, 
Furthermore, the Scene, p. 37. tells us, that Apollo- 
nius Tyanaus a known, Magician, a great Oppoſer 
of Chriſtianity, pretended, to Skill in all Languages, 
by the Counſel of God, and the Guidance of the Devil; up- 
on which, People might be apt to think, that the 
Council of God meant no more than his Permiſſion to 
Satan; but Mr, Owen, p. 32. ſays, God may work 
Miracles by Satan, for in the ſupernatural Acts of evil 
Spirits, as they are Atts, there is more than a meer Per- 
miſſion: tho we that are ignorant in Philoſophy, 
are at a Loſs to comprehend, how God ſhould work 
Miracles againſt Chriſtianity, or that there needs a- 
ny more than a meer Permiſhon, for the Devil to op- 
poſe Chriſtianity. . x 
Another ſort of Miracle, aſcribed unto the De- 
vil, we find thus, p. 37, 38. Apollonius Tyanaus had 
an Inſpection into Mens Thoughts, by the Gui- 


dance of the Devil; and Albigerius, the Carthaginian 


Conjurer, could tell what any Man thought, Now, it 
we are to believe Mr. Owen's Authors of undoubted 
Veracity, it is manifeſt, that we muſt renounce our 
Belief of the Holy Bible, for that makes it an incom- 
municable Property in God to know the Heart. 
For, Amos iv. 13. the God of Hoſts is his Name, 
who declareth unto Man, what is his Thought. And 
1 Kings viii. 39, He, even He alone, knoweth the 
Hearts of the Children of Men, And Jer. xvii 10, 
the Heart is deceitful, who can know it? I the 
Lord ſearch the Heart, And Revel. 11. 23, all the 
Churches ſhall know, that I am He who ſearches the 


Heart. So that, this being a Jewel of our Saviour's 


Crown, Mr. Owen in his Credulity to his buman 
3 | Authors, 
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'Aathors, and giving a Heed to Fables, has una- 
wares deliver'd it up to the Devil. Dl, 
| WP Another ſort of Miracle aſcribed to rhe Devil, 
the Scene preſents in p. 61, 62. That Jnatius Loyola, 
the Founder of the Jeſuits, delivered a Woman that 
had been four Years poſſeſſed by a Devil, and that in 
an Inſtant, by making the Sign of the Croſs over 
her Head. A Maid alſo that for many Years had 
the Falling Sickneſs, was inſtantly recovered —_ 


his Prayer, and was never troubled with Firs after- 


wards. And as a Proof of his divine Miſſion, he 
iſed a dead Man to Life. Finally, Jznatias 
imſelf dying; upon the Day of his Interment, a 
Lady deſperately ill of the Kings Evil, was cured in 
a Moment, by applying unto her ſomething that 
had belonged ro thar Saint. Well! who is Mr. 
Owen's Author of undoubted Veracity, to aſſure us 
of the Certainty of theſe Cures, and raiſing a Man 
from the Dead? Why, it is a pious Father of the 
Jeſuitical Fraternity, who wrote the Life of this emi- 
nent Saint, the Founder of that blefled Order, that 
have made a ſweet Penny of ſuch Stories as theſe. 
Ir ſeems to me, little leſs than a Miracle, that Mr. 
Owen can believe theſe marvellous Facts, upon ſo 
{light an Authority; and then tell us, that unleſs a 
Prophet did greater Cures in the Name of Chriſt 
than theſe, and greater than raiſing a Man from the 
dead, they ought not to be looked upon, as a Te- 
ſtimony of a Divine Miſſion; no though he were 
not able to produce, any thing of falſe Doctrine, 
upon ſuch an one. | 
Beſides the above-mentioned Stories, out of the 
Popiſh Legends of their Saints, there are many 
more of the ſame in the Kene, for the Truth of 
Which he vouches; as being with him Authors of un- 
_ doubted Veracity, altho' all Proteſtants reje& them, as 
abominable Impoſitions upon the ignorant Part of 
3 Mankind. 


(15) 


Mankind. But I ſhall inſtance but in one, p. 83. 
Vll conclude (ſaith he) with that memorable Story of 
Mag. Crucia, an Abbeſs in Spain, who by her gre: 
Prophecies, could tell almoſt at any Di „ how 
the Affairs of the World went, and what Conſultations 
there were, in all the Nations of Chriſtendom. Well] 
this not only exceeds the Spirit in Eliſpa, 2 Kings 
vi. but more is aſcribed to the Devil in the Story, 
than ever God vouchſafed to any of his Prophets, 
that we know of; and indeed, if the Devil had ſuch 
Power, to reveal the Secrets of all Chriſtian Princes, 
to whom he pleaſed, we cannot conceive how any 
Government could be ſafe, without his Favour to 
it. I leave it therefore to Mr. Owen, to warrant 
the Relation of Fact, to be undoubtedly true. | 
Other Miracles are, recited in Scene, p. 40, 41, 
as followeth, II begin (ſays he) with the Subject as 
repreſented by the New Teſtament ; and the firſt who 
72 himſelf to our Confideration is Theudas: who pre- 
tended to new Propbetic Lights and Revelations, atteſted 
by Miracles and Signs, Acts v.36. Next follows Elymas 
the Sorcerer a falſe Prophet, who by falſe Miracles, en- 
deauoured to bring the real Miracles of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, into open Contempt, Acts x111. 8. Now, let all 
en judge, whether a Man that allows himſelf, to 
tell us out of the New Teſtament, Miracles done 
by the Devil, which are not to be found therein, 
be not alſo likely to tell us many Miracles out of 
his unnamed human Authors, which are nor there 
neither; and for the Authors he has named, he may 
well be thought ro have done no better, than he 
does by the ſacred Text it ſelf and by Euſebius, as 
will be maniteſt preſently : However, as it was not 
worth the while to trace him in the moſt, becauſe 
the ſaid Authors are often of little Credit but with 


himſelf, or becauſe the Ridiculouſneſs of the Facts 


confutes themſelves; as in particular, what he is 
informed of, p 41, that Corytes in viewing the Delphian 
| 5 Gulph, 
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Gulph, uf by its Exhalations, inſpired with à Spirit of 
Prophecy ; which taking Air, abundance ' of credulaus 
People flocked: thither, on who it had the ſame ſtrange 
Effect. But, behold here, and wonder, O Reader! 


what an accute Philoſopher can find out, f the waſt 


Power of Nature, p. 3%; even thar che Air in ſome 


Faces, might inſpire Folks with a Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, All the World knows, that the Jewiſh 
Talmud contains a Bundle of Lyes and Forgeries, 
to feandatize Chriſtianity; yet Mr. Owen has put it 
among his Authors of undoubted Veracity, that 
tell us, that . abundance of Jewiſh, Rabbies were Skil. 
fil in working Miracles, great Signs and Wonders; "they 
conjured in the Name of Jeſus: they predicted future 
Events, and cunſed it to Rain in 92 when” they 
leaſed, © Chriſtians uſed ro adniire the Power of 
lizs, in that he prayed once, and the Heaven gave 
Rain, and the Earth brought forth her Friut, James 
v. 18. but Mr. Owen is reſolved the Devil's Prophets 
ſhall outmatch him, for they cauſed it to Rain, as 
often as they pleaſed. Well! it follows in the ſame 
Page, What ſball we ſay of the Bath-col, or articulate 
Voice, very, frequently applauding their learned Guides, 
in an audible mamer from Heaven? Why, truly, Sir, 
my judgment is, that the audible Voices from 
Heaven, were no {mall Teſtimony to our Saviour, 
when on Earth; and if the Jewiſh Prieſts do trump 
up ſuch Stories as theſe, to under- value it; it did 
not become yon to ſer your Seal to it of a perſonal 
Affirmation, that they are true. However, let us 
bear ſomewhar from the Turkiſh Alchoran, p. 57. 
It is ſaid, that Mahomet cleaved the Moon in two, that 
Trees went to meet him, that the Stones ſaluted him, and 
by theſe Miracles he pretended to confirm his Miſſion ; but 
theſe Things are renounced by their learned Doctors, who 
'fays, that the Alchoran is a Miracle it ſelf ; that Ma- 
Fomet an illiterate Perſons not able to write or read, ſhould 
compoſe a Book ſo excellent in Eloquence and Dottrine » 
=_— they 
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they'll bave that to be. Here then, the Devil is hos 
noured with the Skill and Power of many Miracles, 
eſpecially that of compoſing a Book by a Perſon not 
able to read, excellent in Eloquenee and Doctrine; 
for as to the other Facts, they are given us for true, 
thoꝰ their Doctors adhere to the laſt of them, as 
2 more unexceptionable Miracle: But whether true 
or not, in other Peoples Opinion; the uſe Mr. 
Owen makes of theſe, and all the other Miracles 
the Scene has furniſhed, is; that he expects an 
Prophet of God ſhould do greater Things than all 
of them, before he ought to be believed ; the Rea- 
ſonableneſs whereof, and its Conſiſtency with the 
Scripture, ſhall be conſidered by and by. 

Scene, p. 36, 37, 38, 39. The foretelling future con- 
tingent Things, independent of neceſſary Cauſes, and their 
coming to paſs accordingly, is a more unexceptionable Proof 
of Divine Iaſpiration, than Miracles. However, in 
theſe Pages, many Relations are given of true Pre- 
diction by the Devil, exactly fulfilled ; and among 


the reſt, Nhat ſhall we ſay (ſays he) to that Veneti- 


an Glaſs, in which the Earl of Denbigh, when Am- 


baſſador at Venice, ſaw ſeveral Things to come? and what 


ſhall we ſay (ſays he) of the Chryital at Noremberg, in- 
to which if a Boy ſo and fo qualitied, did but look, 
he ſhould ſee what he deſired to know (at the Re- 
queſt of others) concerning any Thing paſt or future; 
and the Queſtions of ſome learned Men in doubt- 
ful Points, were fo reſolved to Satisfaction? I anſwer, 
It were to be wiſh'd, upon Mr. Owen's own Ac- 
count as well as ours, that in theſe and moſt of the 
Inſtances he gives of the Devil's Heroes, the Hiſto- 
rians of thoſe Worthies had been named; tor then, 
we might perhaps have paid more reſpect to the 
undoubted Veracity of the Authors; and we had 
been in a Capacity, to relieve ourſelves in the uneaſy 
Suſpicion, that Mr. Owen himſelf may have ſome 


how, been ſubject to the Misfortune, of adding 
| D ſome- 
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ſomewhar t6 aggrandize the Miracles, as he has al- 
ready done in the Caſe of Tleudas and Ehmas, in 
his Quotations from the ſacred Text, and alſo from 
Euſelius, as will {ſoon appear. And again, in p. 4 1, 
ſays he, Ehmas the Sorcerer, called a falſe Prophet, 
pretended to foretel Things to come. It may be ſo, Mr. 
Owen, but we muſt take your Word for it; and why, 
I pray; is this double Addition to the Text, in the 
Caſe of Elymas, above all the reſt? Why, ſays he, 
p. 39, tbe Devil affefts to make his Appearance in the 
prophetic Mantle; even in the Shape of Samuel the holy 
Prophet; but of all Devils the White is the moſt dange- 
yous ; who would ſuſpeci the Devil to come and preach in 
the Shape of a Divine Envoy? Truly, Sir I very much 
queſtion whether it was the Devil; and many of the 
Learned in Pools Synopfis, rather judge it to be a holy. 
Angel, who then took the Form of Samuel, or 
Samuel himſelf. - But ſuppoſing it was the Devil in 
the prophetic Mantle, . and that a White one too, 
when he aſſumed the Shape of Samuel, a divine 
Envoy.:: Mr. Owen himſelf tells us, he has oftener 
appeared in the Shape of God's Ambaſſadors, even 
near New-England, in the reſemblance of an Engliſh Mi- 
niſter, pretending he was theEngliſhman's God, p. 79. and 
again, He came down from the Sky in a Miniſ.er's Habit, 
in Denmark, p. 80.-and a gain in Sweden, p. 80. the 
Devil appeared and walked through the Country, in the 
Shape of a Miniſter ; He preached the Goſpel, and admi- 
niſlered Baptiſm, Cc. and the Children he baptized, became 
Wizards and Witches in Six or Seven Tears time. Oh! 
Sir, what diſmal Work was here in this Form! 
Upon all-this, to reſume the State of the Caſe, 
The Scene, p. 25, 26, ſays, God owned the Miſſion 
of Meſes by undeniable Signs; with what Honeſty then 
can thenew Prophets and their Adherents cenſure our 
demanding unconteſtable Signs and Miracles, as Proofs 
of their Miſſion? We demand therefore only ſuch Signs 
of them; as may ſecure us from damnable Donn 
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Tanſwer; the modern Prophets are not fent as Moſer, 
to execute God's Judgments upon a powerful Na- 
tion, and to require a Releaſement of a Million or 
two of People, from their Allegiance to a puiſſant 
Monarch; neither are they ſent to conquer Nations, 
as 7iſhua;z or to govern a Kingdom, as Samuel and 
the Judges; or to pull down and ſet up Kings, as 
Elijah and Eliſta; tar in theſe Caſes, God did diſ- 
penſehis Powers, to the Ends of their Miſſion, with 
a ſuitable Authority. The Miſſion of the modern 
Prophets is only declarative, in Doctrine and Pre- 
diction, ſuch as that was of the Prophets, from Fere- 
miah unto Malathi, u hoſe Inſpirations are left us up- 
on Record; therefore, whatever Miracles undeniable and 
unconteſtable were given as Proofs of the Miſſion of 
theſe later (as above ſpecify'd by Name) the pre- 
ſent Prophets do ſubmit to have theirs alſo tryed 
by; altho' there can be no fear, of auy damnable De- 
luſions in their Caſe, if there be no Miracles at all, 
becauſe they ſtand juſtified in all Poctrines, by the 
Scriptures, as much as he or any other Perſons. 


Becauſe then, we can ſee no Ground for it, in 
Reaſon or 'Scripture ; let Mr. Owen himſelf tell us, 


with what Honeſty, by What Juſtice and Authority, 
he demands from us greater Miracles. than thoſe he 
has cited, as if done by the Devil's Prophets; to 
wit, the Devil's Prophets are carryed in the Air TW o 
' Thouſands Miles: They ſpeak all manner of Lan- 
guages with great Exactneſs and Elegancy: They 
could tell what any Man thought: They cured many 
Diſeaſes, and-raiſed a dead Man to Life: They could 


tell, at any diſtance, what Conſultations there were 


in all the Nations of Chriſtendom : They predicted 
future Events: They cauſed it to rain when they 
pleaſed: They cleaved the Moon in two: The Trees 
and Stones moved at their Command : They told 
any thing future, that was deſired: And evil Spirits 
can preſerve a Man unhurt in the Fire, as in the 
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Caſe of Claris or others. Wherefore, if greater Signs 
than theſe are requiſite to Prophets, and that they 
ought to be demanded ix the firſt Place, p. 36, that is, 
before they be admitted to be ſent of God; let the 
meerly Prophets of the Old Teſtament, and the ſecon- 
darily Prophets of the New (1 Cor. xii. 28.) be 
firſt proved to have been warranted, by the like 
+ Proots of their Miſſions; and the modern ones are 
content to ſtand or fall, by this Teſt of Mr. Owen's 
coining, Superſcription and Authority; altho' he 
has added ro it alſo, that they muſt undergo the 
further Teſt, of whatſoever other miraculous Works 
he ſhall hereafter diſcover, in his Authors of a like 
undoubred Veracity. 


Fr 
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CHAP. II. 


AVING in the former Chapter, confi- 
H dered the Inſtances of Wonder-workers by 
 M the Devil's Power, ſo far as they are appli- 
ed by the Scene, unto the Caſe in hand; I ſhould 
nov proceed, to debate upon the other Parts, of that 
Hiſtory of Delufions, whereyer they are made appli- 
cable to the preſent Prophets; but that it ſeemed 
a little prepoſterous, to go any further in that Ar- 
ent, until we have brought under Conſideration, 
what the Author advances, about the Ceſſation of 
Prophecy, never to be revived in the Chriſtian 
Church; which is to be the Subject of this Chap- 
ter; premiſing however ſomewhat very briefly of 
another Nature, as introductory to it. 
The holy Scriptures do repreſent always the De- 
vil, to be the evil one, and a Spirit malicious, un- 


* 1 


clean, the Father of Lies and falſe Doctrines, a 


Tempter to all Wickedneſs, a falſe Aecuſer, railing 
at and reviling the Saints, oppoſing them always, 
a Murderer from the Beginning, a Fowler layiug 

1 nares 


tf ) 

Snares and Baits of Riches and Pleaſures to intrap 
the Unwary, an old Serpent who deludeth the whole 
World, (Rev. xii. 8.) making War upon the Church 
when become ſolitary in the Wilderneſs, and over» 
flowing in Spleen and Wrath to the concealed Rem- 
nant ot her Seed, and ſo having his Name Apollyon, 
that is, a Deſtroyer. But the Scene paints out the 
Devil's Character, chiefly upon two Heads; Firſt, 
that of his great Power to work Miracles, where- 
by if it were poſſible he would deceive the very E- 
lect, unleſs the Caution be well heeded, of judg- 
ing all Miracles by the Doctrine they appear to at- 
teſt; which Rule being apply'd as an Antidote to 
the Venom of the Old Dragon, does ſeem ſufficient 
Armour to Proteſtants inſtructed in the Scripture, 
to repel the fiery Darts of the Enemy, in all Caſes, 
but that of the White Devil. For, Secondly, the 
White Devil, who is of all Devils the moſt dangerous, 
(ſays the Scene) he can teach Doctrines in all Points 
ſound, as in the Montaziſts, and Mrs. Bourignon; he 
often preſſes univerſal Holineſs, as in them and ma- 
ny others named by the Scene ; he prays like an An- 


gel of Light, he preaches up all moral Virtues, re- 


proves Sinners, actually reforms Men, teaches Self- 
. denial of all Kinds, Reſignation to God's Will, as 
well as to live by Faith in God, and Dependance 
upon his revealed Word. Ot which things, as the 
Scene makes an Application, I refer it to be conſi- 
dered in another Place; bur it is evident, that here- 
Py Mr. Owen has made the Devil to reſemble the 
oly Ghoſt, in many Points. 

As to the Spirit of Prophecy, the Holy Ghoſt, he 
is ſtyled in the New Teſtament, the Paraclet. Which 
is a Greek Word, that we and others render diffe- 
rently, the Comforter, the Exhorter, the Teacher, 
the Advocate, the Guide. Our Lord {aid touch- 
ing him, he would not leave his Diſciples Orphans, 
bur ſend them the Spirit of a Guardian; the Text 
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mn other Places terms this Spirit of Prophecy, the 
Jeal of Chriſtians — God's hurch, the 
Earieft of a full Inheritance, the Adopter of them for 
Sons of God, the Guide in all Truth, an Interceſſor 
for chem, Reprover of Sin, à holy Anointer with 
ſweet Flavour; his Gifts are often term'd Grace; he 
is a Teacher bf Righteoùfneſs, a benign Warmer of 
the Heart, and ſo a Flame that ought not to be 
quenched or extinguiſhed; and we are ſevere 
warned againſt deſpiſing, doing deſpight to, or any 
ways grieving this Spirit; but on the contrary, are 
commanded zealouſly to affect, to deſire and ear- 
neſtly covet it, to pray to our heavenly Father for 
It, to ſtir it up as a Flame that otherwiſe will leave 
us and be extinguiſhed. | 
Concerning this Spirit of Prophecy, which is call- 
ed alſo the Promiſe of the Father, and was by our 
Lord beſtowed upon his Diſciples moſt remarkably 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, and who formed originally 
every Church mentioned in the New Teſtament ; 
the Queſtion now to be debated is, how long this 
Paraclet in his various Gifts, eſpecially in that of 
Prophecy, which is exalted above all the reſt, for 
the Edifying; Inſtruction and Comfort of Believers, 
did continue to form new Churches, and to animate 
or inform thoſe already raiſed ; the Perſons endow- 
ed wherewith, are ſtyled the Glory of Chriſt, 
2 Cor. viii. 23. And we take for granted, from the 
àAdmirable Uſes aſcribed to this Gift in the Text, 
*that it was always deſirable by good Men, that it 
never had or ever ſhould-ceiſe in the Churches of 
Chriſt. But coneerning this, as followeth. 
Sͤecene, p. 8, 9, 10. God's Will is fully revealed in 
the Goſpek 37 and if ſo, what need of additional 
Diſcoveries? But that Chriſt did reveal all his Fa- 
ther's Mind concerning Man, is evident from John 
xy, 15: And this is further illuſtrated by that Pa- 
Table, where many Meſſengers Were ſent, and: ſaſtof 
; | al 
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all he ſent. his Son, and zone after him, Matt. xxi. 37. 
Now, what can the Man do that comes, after the 
King? Even that which has been already done. For, 
he — ſpoken all at once, either himſelf, or by his 
Apoſtles; for, they were God's laſt Meſleng ers to 
his Church after the Prophets, 1 Cor, iv. , Goa hath 
ſet forth us the Apoſtles 1aft. 

- Anſw. Prophets are, undoubtedly rngers of 
God; and as Chriſt in his yo tm _— * 
Apoſtles; by this Doctrine, of none after him, there 
were no Prophets ſent of God, after Chriſt's. Aſcen- 
ſion. But, after this Time, we read of many endow- 
ed with the Spirit of Prophecy, at the Pentecoſt, in 
Samaria, and in divers other Places mentioned in 
the Acts and Epiſtles; and theſe were Prophets; 
but if God did not ſend them, I leave it to Mr. 
Owen to tell, who did ſend them. Moreover, in 
Pools Symopfis, upon 1 Cor. iv. 9, the Word laſs i iS 
conſtrued to mean the weſt deſpiſed aud vikified, as the 
Context ſhews the Senſe to be; but no one ever 
before (that I know of) attempted to prove thence, 
that there were no Prophets in the Chriſtian Church 
after St. Paul. Neither does Mr. Owen poſitively 


think himſelf, that the Apoſtles were the laſt, for he 


ſays, p. 7, Isſpiration expired in the Apoſtles Age, or 


ſoon after it; and the Term ſoon ajter it, he explains | 


to mean in his own Judgment, above @ hundred Tears 
* after it, as will preſently appear. 

Scene, p. 9, they that ſay, the Spirit of Prophecy 
did not ceaſe at the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, or there- 
abouts, wil! not know where to limit it, and what that 
Age was wherein it was extinguiſhed : And if zo Li- 
mits be put to it, then great is the Danger we are in. 

Anfw. Who they are that are in great Danger, 
from the Spirit of Prophecy exiſting in the Primi- 


tive Ages, the Author does not tell us; but ſure 


no good Man would expreſs much Deſire, to limit 


the One of Iſrael, and to cauſe the Word * the 
a oly 
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Holy One of Iſrael to ceaſe from before us, (as the 
Greek is in Jaiah xxx. 11.) or be extinguiſhed ; be- 
cauſe it is a Command, not to extinguiſh the Spirit of 
Prophecy, 1 Theſſ. v. 19. Now, the Deſtruction ot 
Jernfalem was Anno Dom. 70, and Mr. Owen him- 
being one of thoſe who ſay, it did not ceaſe 
then; we have it under his Hand, that He will not 
know where to limit it; however he will try, as 
followeth. * 
© Scene, p. 8. There was a Neceſſity of inſpired A- 
poſtles at firſt, but the New Teſtament, the laſt Vo- 
lume of Divine Revelations, being compleated, the 
Reaſon of that Inſpiration ceaſed, . 
Anſw. Here is a Reaſon given, why Inſpiration 
ceaſed with the Life of St. John, about Anno 95. But 
Mr.Dodwell, in his fourth Diſſertation upon Hrenaus, 
ſays, I do not think that there was one Man, before the 
Emperor Conſtantine (that is, before Anno Chriſti 300) 
10h believed, that the Prophetical Gifts were ceaſed in the 
Church : Nor of Conſequence could it enter into any one's 
Theughts, to enquire for a Reaſon of their ceaſing. And 
the preſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in his Preface 
to the Epiſtles of the Apoſtolital Fathers, Barnabas, Cle- 
ment, Hermas, and Polycarp, is ſo far from concur- 
ring with Mr. Ouen, that he aſſerts; that Inſpira- 
tion even for Scriptures of publick Uſe to the 
Church, did not terminate in St. John, nor was the 
laſt Volume of Divine Revelations compleated by 
him ; bur on the contrary, the Archbiſhop proves, 
that the Treatiſe of Hermas, and the Epiſtles of Bar- 
nabas, Polycarp, and Clement, were put among the 
inſpired Books of the New Teſtament, and read 
uſually in the Churches, above 400 Years after 
Chriſt; without any Difterence, as to the Divine 
Authority, between them and thoſe Writings we 
ſtill retain in the New Teſtament; there are alſo ſe- 
veral of the moſt ancient Copies of the New Teſta» 
ment yet exiſting, wherein the Books of Clement and 
; Herma: 
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Herma are written in the fame. Volume „ with the 4 


Books of the Apoſtles: and Evangeliſts we now. haye, 111 
ver, as Mr. Owen himſelt {ays,. a 7. there is in 1 


Antiquity Jome mention of Prophecy, grits ſecoud Go 


Ve cannot hut conc] ad that his. 

ir ceaſed in the firſt Century, is not a very good one. 1 

Fene, P. 7: Some Remains of the propherick 1 

1 2 Spirit, were nn, the Church in the ſecond Cen- 4 
tury; but a little a ter (that is, after the ſecond Cen- g 
tury) there was an entixe Ceſſation 9 it. Hence the | 
Mowazifts are by ſome of the Fathers proved Impoſtors, ; 
whenthey pretended to the Gift of Prophecy, torthat / 

it was then ceaſed in —— Church. So Euſebius tells us, 
| 


eaſon here, why 10 
+ 


by 5. Seft. 3. ſhes a as his —— * took 
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Plas, to male 4 Sel Than of the Spirit 1 Rote 

17 __ Auſw. Mr. Dodwell, who js looked upon incom- | 
parably well read in the Fathers, ſays ; He does not 4 

think there was one ſingle Perſan,, — lived before 6 

Anno Dom. 3 00, that believed Prophecy to be ceaſed a 

in the Church, unto that Time; but if Mr. Ouen can ii 

e ſome of the Fathers, Who aſſert it was then ceaſ- 0 

ed in the Church, when the Montaniſts aroſe, to wit, 

before the Year 200, he muſt pals for a greater Anti- 

quary; nay, if he produces but one, I acquieſe. But as 

to his Quotation from Euſebius, however the Miſtake 
comes, the Words are no otherwiſe than thus 
in Greek, Tov. JN «avs. 721 Morrager * Au- 2 Otelb vr, mes 

n @puyicur af n u p ae agi v regemben aον raęg w- 

At aeg dee. Na, ur 1 a TaggdrEomoiing Ts Stn 
vel nern 7 n geen 1, pa, mar 
weg malt TH KG HEYIEG Og u ehe. that is, Men 
Moutanus, Alcibiades aud Theodorus, began firſt to 
be celebrated in Phrygia, in the Opinion of Mas for | 
propheſying ; 3 even. then, many, miraculous Things of the 
Divine Gift, which were uſually- * in many Churches, 
gave ground for many to en tht it they alſo had - 
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Gift of Prophety- And Dr. Hitkg's'Hiſtory of Mon- 
taniſm, written againſt them, does on, p. 78, 87, 
that at the ſhe Time, the Three Perſons above- 
named were tamed for Prophecy (about the Year 176) 
it pleaſed God to grant to his Church, in purſuance of the 
Promiſe given her throꝰ his beloved Son, many extra- 
' ordinary Graces; and in particular, that of the N Pro- 

pheſying, as taken in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word; 
Which propheſying or ſpeaking under Inſpiration 
(ſays he) was in general allowed to as many as were 
called , Spiritual; that is, ſuch as were 
thought to have received the Gifts of the Spirit, by 

certain viſible Manifeſtations thereof. Moreover, Mr. 
Owen, it he has read renæus, lib. 2. tap. 56, 57, 58, 
could not be ignorant, that after this Time, he ſays; 

# is. not poſſible to reckon up the Number of thoſe miracu- 
lous Gifts, in particular that of propheſying or ſpeak- 
ing by the Spirit of God, which the Church all the 
World over has 1eceived, and does even every Day exert, 
as ue our ſelves now ſee- and hear many of the 
Brethren to ſhew forth. And for the Continuance 
of the Gift of Prophecy uncontroverted, from the 
Lear Two Hundred unto the Year of Chriſt Three 
Hundred and later, it is proved in the General De- 
Iuſion fore- mentioned; by Quotations from Euſebius, 
Clemens of Alexandria, the Martyrology of Perpetua, 
Tertullian, Theophilus, Minutius Felix, Origen, Dyoni- 
fus of Alexandria, 'Cyprian, Arnobius, Lactantius, Ju- 
ius Firmicus and ſeveral other Antients; which may 
ſuffice to evince, that Mr. Owen's Affirmation is not 
true, that there unf an entire - Ceſſation of the Spirit of 
Popheey, ſoon After the ſecond Cemtur ). "A 
Scene, p. G. thbfe Miniſters only whom the Apoſtles 
firſt ordained, had the Gift of Prophecy ; but after 
them, Miniſters were by Study to be qualified, for 
the Service of the Church; hence it is ſaid, Act 
xiv. 23, they, the Apoſtles Paul and Barnabas, or- 
dained them Elders in every Church. So that 7 
20 ; — r e 
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the Government. of the Church, is by an expreſs 
3 God, ale in W Hands of El- 


0 - 


ſays, my were ann for that ſacred Office — the 
Gitt of Prophecy. Neither does this Text at all 
ſettle the Comment of the Churches, in the 
Hands of ordinary or uninſpired Teachers; for, as 

there is no Iuſtance of an uninſpired Miniſtry in the 
New Teſtament, ſp after the Times mentioned in it, 
we read from authentic Authorities, of many in- 
ſpired Biſhops, to wit, Inatius of Antioch, Clement 
of Rome, Polycarp of Smirna ; moreover, Papias' of 
Hierapolis, is by Nicephorus intitled to the ſame Cha- 
racer; and Quadratus of Athens, was (ſaith Dr. 
Cave) renowned tor his Gift of Propheling 3 Euſebius, 
lib, 5. c. 24, ſays. the. ſame eminently. of Melito of 
Sardis ; after this, Irenæus of Bons Was an Evangeliſt, 
(ſaith Dr. Cave) and compleatly adorned with. the 
Gifts of the Spirit, ſaith Epiphawius. Long after 
him, Cyprian alſo, of Carthage, aboundantly declares 
ne” to be guided by expreſs Revelations, -- as 
Malito was, in the. Government of his Church, and 
for, his, perſonal. Direction; touching all of whom, 
much is ſaid to the ſame Effect, in the General De- 
Jufion :; But Euſel ius mentions many more by Name, 
and great Numbers of Evangeliſts, and inſpixed 
Planters and Faſtors of Churches, without Name; 
And fo far Was. it, from that of the, Government of 
the Church being, by expreſs; Commiſſion of God, 
ſettled upon uninſpired Elders, or thoſe only quali- 
fied for it by Study that Mr. Duduell upon Irenaui: 
and Dr. 1 upon the New Teſtament, aſſert it as 
a general Caſe, ;that.for 200 Years after Chriſt, the 
then Prophets did by the Spirit decide, touching the 
Fitneſs of any; the Miniſter Oe, and accord 


ingly 
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gl ſer Men ese it; and that it was without 
to human Studies and Learning, is evident 


the Chuͤrch being guided by Divine Lächt and Wiſ- 
dom, he ſays there, that Hereticks upbtaided the holy 
Elders of the Church; with want of Learning, they not 
conſidering that a religious Perſon who is ignorant, 
is far bettet SN 4 blaiphsraing impudent Sophiſter. 


ene, Pref. p. 3. We are aſſured that Propherick 


Teathings Told expire in tlie Church, for in Coy. 
iii. 8, there is an undenlable Prediction, that Pro- 
phecies and divine Iuſpirations ſhould ceaſe. De 
3 05 5 he io the Prophets) produce one Scripture, that 
ſhall ever be tevived, for God's s extraordinary 
01 are according to his Promiſe. 
-- 'Apfw. The Queſtion upon this Text is, Ihen Pro- 
pheties ſhall ceaſe ? Which St. Paul by inſpired Know- 
ledge determines in Verſes 9, 10 We prophecy in 
Purt; but When that which is Perfect is come, then 
that which is in Part ſhalt be done away: and again, 
Epb. xiv. 11, 12 13, He gave Prophets for the per- 
{Ring of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, 
for the edify ing of the Body of Chriſt (the Church) 
how-long? even ant] toe all come into an Unity of 
the Falch, unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure -of 
— Age of the' Pe rof Chriſt's Church, united of Jew 
and Gentile, Rom xi. Now, as the Matter touchin 
the Ceſſation of Prophecy, as far as it is yet — 
ſands thus in the "General Deluſon; thut about 
Four Hundred Years after Chriſt, *Chryſoftom aſſerts 


It was ceifed ; ' Aiugu 1 Writes doubrfully about it, 


beenuſe the Separariſts claimed to enjoy it ſtill; 
Ovil, Carech. 1665 i, e Gif extroardinary were 


= ceaſed: And Vianius writes, Tome 1. p. 43. the 
Divine Gift ug 2 nor ' teaſed in the Church. 
Therefore) if , hb defined in the Texts a- 


' boye has Ars be; "finite the Lear Four Hun- 
rt ther ll tät did come into an __ 4 
1 Alt 


by the Relation of Henæuꝶ J. 5. c. 20. for ſpeaking of 
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Faith and of the Knowledge of the Son of Gods 
unto à perfect Eſtate, unto the Age of the Full- 
neſs of Chriſt; and when St. Huus Propheſying in 
Part, was done away by that which was Perfect; 
then, but not before, can it be allowed, that Mr. 
Owen's undeniable poſitive Prediction for Prophecy 
ceaſing, did take place. But whereas, Mr. Owas 
here fays, God's extroardinary Gifts are according to bis 
Promiſe; 1 find in Euſeb. lib. 5. cap. 17, the Op- 
ders of the Montaniſts did confeſs, that by the 
pirit in St. Paul, The Gift f Prophecy was to remain 
and continue in the Church, unto the final Coming of our 
Lord. And Irenæus amplifies upon the Subject, 
thus, kb. 3. cap. 40. The extroardinary Gift of the 
Spirit, was the Depoſite of God to his Chureh: It 
was the very Breath of Life to it's Body; the Ear- 
neſt of Incorruption and Confirmation of our Faith, 
as in the 1 Or. xii. 27, 28, God hath ſet (ere, fixed) 
# the Church, Prophets, and all other Operations of 
the Spirit. For (ſays he) where a Church is, there is 
the Spirit ; and where the Spirit of God is, there is a 
urch, and every Gift: So that frenens cites that 
Text, to imply a neceſſary Exiſtence of the Spiritu- 
al Gifts, as the very Conſtituents of a Chriſtian 
Church. And Mr. Dodwell upon that Father affirms, 
That Men generally before Conſtantine, did expect from 
Scripture - Declarations and Promiſes of the New Teſta- 
ment, that the Gift of Prophecy would ever remain in the 
We have already examined and confuted every 
Period of Time, that the Sexe has aſſigned, wherein 
Prophecy did ceaſe, in Proof of his Affirmation, p. 6, 7, 
that Tuſpiration was given but for a limited Time; and 
for a fuller-Anfwer, to all that Author frequently 
intermixes of alike kind, it ſeems requiſite to vin» 
dicate the Ages before Conſtantine ; who, on the con- 
frary to Mr. Owen's Scheme of Arguments without 
Seriprure-wartant, did generally expect from Scrip- 


cure 


(> 30) 
ture Declarations: and Promiſes of the New Teſta- 
ment, that the Gift of Prophecy would ever remain 
in the Church: Among other Declarations and 
Promiſes then, that might be named, to warrant 
that Expectation, are theſe following Texts: After 
the Congregation of Believers at: Pentecoſt, conſiſting 
of an Hundred and Twenty, had all received the Spi- 
rit with viſible Manifeſtatiohs thereof on them, St. 
Peter ſaid to the Standers- by; | repent and be bap- 
rized, and ye alſo ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, for the Promiſe is unto you and to your Children. 
Which Promiſe, for the Extent of it, occurs in Jer. 
xxxi; I will make a New Covenant with the Houſes 
of Jfrnel and Judah, I will write my Law in their 
Hearts, and they ſhall teach no more eyery Man his 
Brother and Neighbour, ſaying, Know ye the Lord; 
for they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of them, 
unto the greateſt. And for the. Duration of the 
Promiſe of the Spirit, we find in Ezek. xxxix. 29, 1 
will not hid my Face any more from them, for I 
have poured out my Spirit upon. the Houſe of 1ſrael. 
And again, Jſaiab lix. 21. This is my Covenant 
with them, faith: the Lord; my Spirit chat is up- 
on thee, Jacob, and my Words which I haye put in 
thy Mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy Mouth, nor 
out of the Mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the Mouth 
of thy Seeds Seed, from henceforth, and for ever. 
Anſwerably unto all which, our Lord himſelf ſays, 
John xiv. 15, 16, keep my Commandments, and I will 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another 
Paraclet (Comforter or Exhorter) that he may abide 
with jou for ever; but upon this Text, ſeveral Di- 
vines: in Pool 's.' Synopfis obſerve, that this being a 
poſitive Promiſe, could only fail on God's part, by 
the Breach of the Condition on Man's part; for in- 
ſtance (ſay they) becauſe Chriſtians decaying in their 
firſt Love to him and to the Spirit, did not continue 
to keep. his Cmmandments frequently. eee 
51174 18 y 
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highly to eſteem Propheſyings,/zealouſly to covet and 
earneſtly to ſeek by Prayer that Paraclet, and thoſe al- 
ſo, not to reſiſt, murmur at, quench and repel him; 
as may be read in 1 Cor. xii.3 1. chap. xiv. 1, 12, 13,39. 
And 1 Tel. v. 19, 20, 21. Moreover, touching the Mira- 
culous Gifts promiſed to mem that believe, Mark xvi. 17, 
18, Chryſoſtom noteth, That all who were baptized, 
received ſome Gifts of the Spirit; and Grotius upon 
the Place argues at large, That the Promiſe is ſtill 
in force, and all along unto this Day has been; but, 
ſays he (as in Pool's Synop.) in this as in other Points, 
when the Blame lies upon our Miſtruſt and $lothfulneſs,we 
me commonly uſed to caſt the ſame upon God. But fur- 
ther, by the Conſent of the Learned in Pool's Synopfis, 
deſpiſe not is a Meiofis, meaning, See that ye highly prize 
Propheſyings ; and they conſtrue: the Meaning of 
Quenth not the Spirit, to be a Retuſal tohear inſpired 
leachings, and a {peaking evilly of, or any ways per- 
ſecuring, the prophetical Teacher. In like manner, 
they conſtrue the Commandment, to covet earneſtly the 
beſt Gifts, but rather (or above all) that ye may Propheſie, 


to be an Injunction upon all Men, to uſe fervent . 


Prayer unto God, to obtain the Gift of Prophecy 
unto the Church. Therefore upon 1 Cor. xiv. 12, 
oraſmuch as ye are zealous of Spirits (as the Greek is) 
eek that ye may excel, wrerrowmrsy abound, (Chryſoſtom 
4nterprets the Clauſe, Pray that ye may have them in 
great abundance)'to the editying of the Church; be- 
cauſe Propheſying ſerveth for them which believe, 
ver. 22, And he that propheſyeth, edifyeth the 
Church, ver. 4. Whilſt then theſe Commandments 
of our Lord by his Spirit in the Apoſtles, were kept 
by the Primitive Ages, the Spirit did abide with 
Chriſtians ; and their Expectation generally, that 
the Gift of Prophecy would ever abide in the Church, 
is warranted by the Scripture Declarations and 
Promiſes of the New Teſtament, above-mentioned. 
And which I take to be, with the preceeding — 
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632) | 
graph, a ſull Confutation of Mr. Ouen, that Inſpira- 
ria was given buf far a limited Time. 

len, Pref, p. 2. Abraham aſſures Dives, that 2 
Propher ſent immediately from Heaven, would ne 
profit bis unbelieving Brethren, if the Writings 
Moſes and the Prophets did not: for tis — 

abie, that where the Spirit teaches himſelf, 2 2 
out the ordinary Means, he does not think fit to ren- 
der every Word he ſays, effectual for the Converſion 
of every one that hears him. 

Auw. He has made Abraham to fay, what ( 
think) he never did or would ſay. And no Body 
elſe, ſure can ſee from the Text, that a Meſſenger 
from Heaven would have done no good to the Bre- 
thren of Dives, becauſe the Spirit does not think fit to 
render every Ward he ſays, effectual for the Con- 
verſion of every Que — hears him; tho he may 
think fit, to feal the Converſion of a great many. 
Scene, p. 88. Did our bleſſed Lord come down 
now, and preach himſelf; his Miniſtry would pro- 
bably be unſucceſsful, where the written Word has 
n Effet: if Men will not hearken to thoſe, who 
of Chriſt and the Spirit, neither would they 
dere to the immediate Teachings of Chriſt and 
che LANA 

nſw. Whence Mr, Owen drew this Doctrine, I 
nw not; but--it-ſeems to me not only quenchin 

and deſpiſing, but the higheſt Arrogance again 
—— KT his Spirit. The Commentators ſay, up- 
on 1 Kings viii. 36, that unleſs God illuminate the 
Mind to ſee the Way of Truth to be good, neither 
the Li ght of Scripture alone, or the conſtant Incul- 
cation of it from Men, will ſuffice to do it. And 
in Jer. xxiii. 28, 29, God's Word in the Prophet, 
is likened to a Fire, that melteth Things, and a 
Hammer that breaketh the Rock in pieces. Our 
Lord ſpoke with Authority, and not as the Scribes; 
he did but call Levi and Zaccheus, and they left their 
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Riches to follow him; by the Power of Chriſt and 


of the Spirit it was, that ſo many Thouſands were 


at once or in a trice converted, at Jeruſalem, and 
every where in the New Teſtament; and thoſe at 
Corinth burnt their Books to a great Value, Acts 
xix. 19. Moreover, the Text is generally under- 
ſtood ot Chriſt or the Spirit, Heb. iv. 12, The Word of 
God is quick and powerful, ſharper than any two- 
edged Sword, piercing to the dividing aſunder of 
Soul and Spirit, and is a Diſcerner (ze:7=® a Cenſurer) 
of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart; neither 
is there an) Creature, that is not manifeſt in his Sight. So 
that the Teachings of Chriſt or the Spirit, are in 
the Scriptures always ſaid to be more powerful, than 
thoſe merely of Men; and this will further appear 
by what immediately followeth, in relation to Time 
to come, wherein Mr. Owen ſays, the Preaching of 
Chriſt or the Spirit would have no Effect. 


Sure, Prof. p. 3. Do ye (che Prophets): produce 


one Text, that Prophecy ſhall ever be revived, or is 
promiſed in the Scripture, ſo to be; for, God's ex- 
traordinary Gitts are according to his Promiſe. 


 Anſw, Cyril, and Epiphanius, and St. Auſtin teſtify, 


that the Spirit of Prophecy had not ceaſed in the 
Chriſtian Church, unto- the Year Four Hundred; 
and as ſoon after that Time, the Church became 
ſo corrupt, that the Proteſtant Churches, do re- 
nounce her Authority; no wonder then, if upon 
the Apoſtacy of the Church, ſhe became alſo in 
Principles reſpecting the prophetic Spirit, incapa- 
ble of acknowledging ſuch, as propheſied according 
to the Anology of ſound Faith, but might impute 
to them, Hereſy, Schiſm and ſuch like Things, as 
the Watchmen (by the Synopſis) did to the real Spouſe 
of Chriſt, Cant. v. 7. It does not however follow 
thence, that God ſent no Prophets to her; but 
rather on the contrary it is evident, that ſuch Pro- 
phets were ſent, even during that Apoſtacy of the 
. F Viſible 
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Viſible Church; for, in Rev. xviii, 24, and xvii. 6, 


we find Babylon the Great, during the Time of Ww 
her Uſurpation, and the intoxicating all Nations er 
with her Abominations, was drunken. with the Blood S| 
of the Witneſſes of Jeſus, and in her was found the Blood N 
of Prophets. Nevertheleſs, God has graciouſly given N 
us more than one promiſoty Text, that the Spirit tl 
of Prophecy will be; ſtill ſignally revived, and work +» | « V 
more powerful Effects than Preaching merely human; — 
for of Chriſt it is ſpoken in Rev. xix. that One called ſo 
the Word of God, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, tr) 
who had a ſharp Sword went out of his. Mouth (Heb. I C 
iy. 12.) with which he ſmote the Nations; and i 
flew thoſe who remained, (Hof. vi. 5.) when the tl 
Beaſt and falſe Prophet were caſt alive into a Lake Cl 
of Fire, burning with Brimſtone. And again, in 3 
2 Theſſ. ii. 8, the Lord ſhall conſume that Man fe 
of Sin, the Son of Perdition; that Wicked, with 1 
the Spirit of his Mouth, (Ja xi. 4.) and ſhall deſtroy * 
him, with the Brightneſs of his Coming, e, ꝙ ,, * 
his Preſence; but in both theſe Texts, moſt Interpre- 
ters do concur, that the Sword out of his Mouth, ſi 
and the Spirit of his Mouth, do mean theSpirit of Pro- bo 
phecy. And further yer, ſeveral Commentators in Pool, * 
upon Rev. x. 11, do ſay, that St. John therein perſo- Ui 
nated others, unto whom the Gift of Prophecy ſhall +31 
be renewed, in the laſt Days, againſt Antichriſt. 
Again, ſeveral in the Synop. upon Rev. xxi. 2, tell us NT. 
the Senſe to be, that the Church is to be formed t 
and adorned anew, by Chriſt, and the Spirit ſent 0 


from Heaven, as it was Als ii. 2. and 1 Pet. 1. 12. 
And again, there alſo upon Rev. xxii. 17, the Spirit 
ſaith, Come; the Learned remark, that here, as elſe- F 
Where often, the Abſtra& is put for the Concrete; | 8 
the Spirit therefore means, Perſons that have the Spirit, | b 
and are endowed with prophetical Gifts. | / 

a 


Scene, p. 88. God's written Word is the only ap- 
pointed Means of Salvation. | . 


Anſu. 
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Anſw, The Author here quits his Catechiſm, 
which ſays no more than, that it is the outward and 


ordinary Means of Salvation; thereby allowing the 


Spirit the Sanctifier as the Principal, and Prayer, 


Meditation, the Sacraments, and the extraordinary 
Means of Prophecy and Viſion, which are all of 


them Means appointed of God; for not only St. Paul 
was converted by a Viſion, but Euſebius tells us of 


many in the Primitive Times, who were converted 


ſo likewiſe, and who ſealed to their Faith by Mar- 


tyrdom. And the great St. Auſtin, lib. 1. de Dodct᷑. 
Chriſti, telleth us of one Antonius, who had by In- 
ſpiration the Scriptures by Heart, and underſtood 
them, tho* he could not read. Moreover, the Judi- 
cious Mr. Mede, in his Diatribe, argues very ſtrongly 
from 1 Tim. i. 16; that St. Paul therein ſhadowed 
forth a Patern, of the Converſion of the whole Na- 
tion of the Jews, by ſome extraordinary Ways of 
Viſion and Voice from Heaven; which (ſaith he) 
is alſo hinted at, Math. xxiii. 39. and xxiv. 30. 
Scene, p. 88. Peter, James and John had. a more 
ſure Word of Prophecy, than the Voice they heard 
which came from Heaven, ' at our Lord's Transfigu- 
ration ; and the Word of Prophecy, means the writ- 
ten Word; ſo that, God's written Word is a ſurer 
Rule than Prophecy. t TE 
Anſw. The Text is, 2 Pet. i. 19. Ve, Peter James 
and John, have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophecy, 
that is, in themſelves. But in general, if the writ- 
ten Word be it ſelf the Word of Prophecy, it can- 
not be a ſurer Rule than itſelf. - - | 
Scene, Pref. p. 3. If he be curſed, that adds any 
Revelation to the ſingle Book of St. Joh, much more 
is he curſed, who preſumes to add to the whole Bible 
but new Prophecy adds to. the holy Scriptures. 
Anſw. The Text is, Rev. xxii. 19. F any Man 
foall add, which is the ſame. as, he who preſumes to 
add by his human Will; But if the Spirit of God 
597 | F 2 reveals 
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reveals or adds, there is nothing added on Man's 
Part. As Deut. iv. 2, Te. ſpall not add untothe Word, 
which I command yon; 'which means no more than, 
adding by human Tradition or Doctrines, contrary 
and inconſiſtent; arid: fa likewiſe: does Dent, xii. 3 2, 
Tou ſhalt nat add unto whatſoever I command you; but 
theſs Fexts never excludòd additional Revelations 
and Commands of God himſelf, by ſubſequent Pro- 
phets in the Jewiſh Church, as was eſpecially re- 
markable; 2 Chron. xxix. 25. Neither then, did Pro- 

hecy ſubſiſting and reverentially owned, for ſome 
Hindred Years after dt. John's Time, add any thing 
of human in the Chtiſtian Church, Wherefore, 
the Author has done very raſhly, in allowing him- 


ſelf to pronounce: a Curie upon ſo. many Generati- 


ons of Chriſtians, wherein were Thouſands of holy 
Martyrs, F911 Y GOT C14), E 10 019733 

| Scene,/p.'3. Immediate Revelation makes void the 
divine Commands, of ſearching, hearing and reading 
the .Scriptures: and by a neceſſary Conſequence 
makes them uſeleſs s. 88 0 
Anſw. Paul and Timothy were both inſpired, 
yet Mr. Owen himſelt adds, p. 7. St. Paul counſels 
Timothy to ſtudy, and give attendance to reading, 
1 Tim. iv. 13. and himſelf deſires his Books, 2 
Tim. iv. 13. and moreover ſays, All Scripture divinely 
inſpired is profitable for Doctrine, 2 Cor- 
rection and Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, even for 
the Man of God, the Prophet himſelf, 2 Tim. iii. 
16, 17. How then, by a neceſſary Conſequence, In- 
ſpiration makes the Scriptures uſeleſs, J leave it to 
the Author to make out, by being better reconciled 
to himſelf. It ſhall ſuſfice for me to ſay, in behalf 
of the modern Prophets, and their Adherents, that 
I kno no One of them, who believes the divine 
Commands of Searching, Hearing and Reading the 
Scriptures, "to be made :vbid by immediate Reve- 
Lor; and all theantwne Writers, called — 
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(37) 
lived in the prophetical Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church, do loudly evince that immediate Reve- 
lation then, drew no {ſuch Conſequence with it, as 


Mr. Owen ſays, does neceſſarily follow. 


CHAP. III. 


VI follows now to conſider, as was promiſed at 
the beginning of the laſt Chapter, the ſeveral 
A Applications made from the Scene of Delufions, 
unto the Caſe of the preſent Prophets: As fol- 
loweth. | | | 70 | f 

Scene, p. 54. Mahomet allowed both the Old and 
New Teſtament, and that Moſes and Jeſus were Pro- 
phets; but that the Fews and Chriſtians had corrupt+ 
ed thoſe holy Writings, and that he was ſent to purge 
them from thoſe Corruptions, Thus our new Prophets ow 
the Scriptures, which they ſay axe corrupted by the falle 
Glalſes f Interpreters; and that they are divinely in- 
ſpired to vindicate the ſacred Text , from the perverſe 
Comments of the Doctors. 

Anſw. Suppoling here that the Prophets had ſo 
ſaid, for the Author tells us not when and where; 
yet. to interpret Scripture by Inſpiration, in order 
to vindicate the Text it ſelf from perverſe Com- 
ments, would be a very juſtifiable Claim in any 
Prophets; for the loweſt Degree of Divine Inſpi- 
ration, deſerves more Regard than an Expoſition, 
given'upon the Feot of meer Human Learning ; as 
the Prayer annexed. to The pole Duty of Man words 
it, . becauſe thy Spirit. hath the Science of Speaking, giue 
to the Biſbaps. (and Paſtors) the Gift of Prophecy, that 
they. may-tuterpret: holy Scripture, not of their. own Brain, 
but: of thine inſpiring. . But this Claim is quite of a- 
nother Nature from that of Mahomet, Who robs 


our 


©. 3 


our Saviour of all his perſonal Diſtinctions, and 
| ſets himſelf up as a Prophet of higher Eminency 
than Moſes and Chriſt ; and puts forth his Alchoran 
as a nobler Syſtem of Faith, retaining but a ſmall 
Part, comparatively, of the Old and New Teſta- 

ment in it. ——— N 
The Scene of Deluſfſons, p. 35, ſays, It would be 
endleſs to mention all thoſe, who by Inſtinct of the 
Devil, delivered themſelves in ſtrange Languages. 
'The Apoſtles where they preached, they familiarly 
ed with every Nation in their Mother-Tongue; 


but our new Prophets often k in an unknown. 


Tongue to their Hearers, as ſpeaking French to an 
Engliſh Auditory, and ſometimes Latin and Greek to 
the People about their eternal Salvation, when they 
underſtood it not. | 8 
-- Anſw. The Matters of Fact are herein miſrepre- 
ſented; for no Greek was ever ſpoke, but before 
Perſons that underſtood it; nor any Latin Inſpira- 
tion, except when ſeveral were preſent who under- 
ſtood it, and who did immediately interpret it, to 
thoſe who did not; in like manner, the Congre- 
gation ordinarily conſiſting jointly of French and 
Engliſh, whatever was therein delivered by the Eng- 
liſh Prophets, was render'd forthwith into the 
French; and the French Inſpirations were render'd 
into Evxgliſh ; there being many among us, who un- 
derſtood both Languages very well; wherefore, 
there was no ſuch thing in effect, as the new Pro- 
phets ſpeaking in an unknown Tongue to their 
Hearers 148 . LS HOG Feat 
The Srene of Delufions, p. 70, unto 78 incluſive, 
contains a Hiſtory of Dr. Dee, which concludes thus: 
What Ive nanſcribed is ſufficient to prove, that there's 
nothing allengeu by our new Prophets (in their Caſe) bus 
what we fd in Dr. Dea Attions with evil Spirits. 
Anſu. There are many xhings"alledged by the 
Prophets, not found in Dr. Dee's Caſe. As firſt, 
100 


there 
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there are ſeveral Evidences of the Gift of Tongues 
among the Prophets, particularly to Mr. Lacy of 
ſpeaking Latin, and of his underſtanding the Greek ; 
but nothing of that Gift unto Dr. Dee. 2dly, There 
are ſeveral Inſtances of the Gift of Healing alledged 
by the Prophets ; none pretended to by Dr. Dee. 
3dly, The Prophets alledge Inſpiration by a Spirit 
Divine; the Doctor did not claim to be inſpired 
by any Spirits, but only ſaw and heard Spirits, 
whom he often judged to be evil ones; and his Com- 
panion, a famous Necromancer, declared he knew 
them to be ſuch. 4qthly, The Prophets are often 
actuated by the Spirit, to pray unto God as our 
Father. Dr. Dee's Spirits pronounce Words of 
Prayer, tho' not unto God as their Father; nor did 
they influence the Doctor to pray at all. 5thly, Dr. 
Dee was flattered all along in his Avarice, by Aſſu- 
rances of his Spirits, that he ſhould be taught the 
Science, of turning every Thing into Gold. Bur 
the Prophets are lured with no worldly Gain and 
Advantages, by the Spirit that acts on them. 6thly, 
Dr. Dee's Spirits do atteſt by a Miracle to the Popiſh 
Worſhip, whilſt Maſs was ſaying. Whereas the 
Spirit among the Prophets never did any thing to 
atteſt to Popery, but always acted in Oppoſition 
to it. 1 

The Scene of Delufions in ſeveral Places, eſpecially 
in p. 84, repreſents the Devil to be a Teacher of 
good Things, and to inſiſt upon Holineſs, and to 
pray and preach like an Angel of Light; he has 
by his Deluſions viſibly reform'd Men; often re- 
proved Sin, and call'd to Repentance, and admi- 
niſtred Baptiſm. In the Caſe of Mahometiſm, he 
made very good Exhortations to Holineſs, Humi- 
lity, Righteouſneſs, Temperance, Charity, Reſig- 
nation to God's Will, and to all other ſorts of mo- 
.ral Virtues, and to live by Faith in God, and De- 
-pendance upon his revealed Will, p. 57. Great = 


8 


'® 


* 


7 d Things have been effected in the World by 
e Devices of the White Devil; Pref. p. 5. - There- 


fore for our new Prophets to ſay their Spirit is Di- 


vine, becauſe a Teacher of Holineſs, and à Refor- 
mer of Men, is not a fufficient Proof of its Divi- 
nity; for the Devil transforms himſelf into the 
Likeneſs of a good Angel, in order to ſerve his 
own Purpole by it, and to bring Evil out of Good, 

rern 
r 4%. In the firſt Chapter of tliis Reply to the 
Scene of Delufions, we have taken notice, how a great 
Part of the Chriſtian World, which adhered to the 
Inſpired called Montaniſts near 200 Years, are cenſu- 
red for owning an Inſpiration in them, which he 
fays was Diabolical, and I verily believe for the Rea- 
ſons referred to above, was trom the Holy One. 
We have alſo obſerved in the ſecond Chapter, how 
he pronounces an Anathema, or the higheſt Curſe, 
upon all thoſe who ſhould add any Revelation from 
God after St, Johy's ; and yet the whole Chriſtian 
Church, for ſeveral hundred Years, did allow of 
Prophecy and Divine Revelation given after that 
Time. Now therefore, if in the aſeribing here fo 
many great and good Things to the Devil, he has 
made it impracticable in a manner to know, what 
is not, or may not be from the Devil, it's none of 


my Fault; for, not the modern Prophets only, but 


all other Chriſtians, are equally with them concerned 


to be well aſſured, that the Devil does not delude 


them, under ſome Appearance of Holineſs. For the 


2d Cor. xi. 14, 15. in its Senſe is thus, Satan him- 


ſelf in his Appearances 7s transformed into an Angel 


of Light; therefore it is no great thing, if Men his Mi- 


niſters alſo be transformed, as the Miniſters of Right6- 
ouſneſs, that is (faith the Sympfs) as Miniſters of the 
Goſpel: Juſt as the Phariſees, vaunting themſelves 
for ſingular Piety, judged our Saviour to be'a Glut- 


ton and a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publicans and 


Sinners, 


a a” 


(41) 

Sinners, a Breaker of the Sabbath, and one actua- 
ted by the Devil; whom our Lord replies to, Luke 
XVI. 15, Ie are they | which indeed juſtify your ſelves 
before Men; but God knoweth 'your Hearts: for that 
which is highly eſteemed amongſt Men, is Abomination 
often in the Sight of God. Thus it was not for Men to 
do otherwiſe, than think favourably of the Phariſees, 
becauſe- of their fair outſide Godlineſs ; but our. 
divine Saviour, knowing their Hearts, did juſtly call 
them Hypocrites, and the. lewdeſt of Men, even 
more obſtinate againſt the admitting of our Lord 
and his Kingdom, than Publicans and Harlots. In 
like manner, our Lord has told us of Time Kill to 
come (as does appear by Verſes 27,-28,) when all the 
Churches ſball know, that I am He, who ſearcheth the 
Reins and the Hearts, Rev. ii. 23. In the mean time, 
until the Lord ſhall ſo maniteſt his Power, it does 
not become any Man to put himſelf in the Place of 
the ſupreme Judge, over all others, as Mr. Owen 
has done by paſſing the Sentence of damnable Delu- 
ſion, upon the Inſpired Churches, nick- named Mon- 
taniſts, and upon the modern Prophets, and upon 
ſeveral others named in his Book. But if it were 
allowable to do as he. has done, why might not o- 
thers, and even the Prophane allowably ſay; Theſe 
Miniſters of the Goſpel may be for ought we know 
the Miniſters of Satan transformed, and as abomi- 
nable in God's Sight as the Phariſees were; for in 
Mr. Owen's own Words) under the Diſguiſe of a 
ſtricter Holineſs, and fervent Prayers, and urgent 
Preaching up Righteouſneſs, © and very preſſing Exl or- 
tations to Humility, Temperance, Charity, Refignation 
to God's Will, and to all other forts of moral Virtues, as 
well as to live by Faith in God, and Dependance upon his 
revealed Mill; the white Deuil, of all Devils the moſt 
dangerous, under the Pretence of Kindneſs to Mens Sbuls, 
may as he. has often done, bring! them into fatal Snares, 
p. 39, for Example, ſuch as Pride, Envy,:Emula- 
pg G 
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tions, evil Surmiſes, Backbiting, Wrath, Strife, 
Malice, Railings, perverſe Diſputings, Seditions, 
Hereſies, Covetouſneſs which is Idolatry, and what 
not; and theſe would denominate a damnable De- 
luſion, as much as what he calls ſ J 
The Scene of Deluſiunt, p. 44, ſays, I'll obſerve 
the near Reſemblance there is, between our New 
Prophets and the whimſical Jews 3 they expected, 
that when the Meſſias came, he'd. lead them into 
the Garden of Eden, where they ſhould enjoy the 
molt refined Delights. And further, p. 56, Maho- 
mer 's Inſpirations often tell the People, that they 
ſhall enter into pleaſanr Gardens, be under the 
Shadows of the 'Frees: of Paradiſe, and there en- 


joy the continual Pleaſures of Love for ever; and 


not this the Language of our new Prophets? for they 
ſay, Chriſt will reinſtate us in a Paradiſaical State, 
and bring us into a Garden, far beyond'what Italy, or 
any earthly. ones can ſnew; where, our Eyes ſhall be de- 
lighted with Colours aluve the Indian, and our Noſe 
with more than Arabian. Sweets, Lacy's 2d Part, 
69. e * | 

* u. No, Sir, that Doctrine of Mabomet 's, is 
not the Language of the: New Prophets; and yourſelf by 
reading their Books knew it was nor, or. elſe you 
would have quoted their Language for it; but by 
putting it as a Queſtion. (forſooth) you do ſurmiſe 
it to your Reader, to think ſo falſely of them. But 
in that Paſſage cited, their is no mention of à Para- 
diſaical State, and the Words are evidently allegori- 
cal, 1 by material Things the Joys of a 
pious Soul; for it uns thus, The Retirement I (the 
Lord) give to a Soul, that flies out of the World as a 
Peſt- Houſe, a Bridewell, and defires to be at reſt, and 
to ſolace himſelf with my. Loves, (Cantic. iv. 12, 13, 14, 
15. and v. 1. the Margin) I prepare him a. Garden, 
and Oc. (as above) every Step. walking in this Garden, 
diſcovers new Beauties to on. Could you enjoy ſuch as 

7. 1 my 


8 


my Servant has ſeen (in a Viſion then ſer before J. 
L.) you would long for it materially. Every one ſhall find 
it in himſelf really. So that the happy Condition 
here promiſed, was not to enjoy the Delights of 4 
material Garden, but ſuch as a Soul retiring out of 
the World to take up its Reſt in Communion with 
God, every one ſpall find it within himſelf really ; for an 
earthly Garden 1s not to be found within a Man; 
nor was it yeally to be expected from the Paſſage, 
which in a fort of Hymn ends thus, O Lord, thy 
Love's Felicity, endleſs in its Variety, even to all Eternity, 
thy Word is true and ſhall not lie. ; 

Again, in the ſame Page, the Scene of Deluftons 
adds, The whimfical Jews expected he, the Meſſias, 
ſhould raiſe their dead Friends, and begin bis Kingdom 
with their Reſurrection. So the new Prophets ſay, Chriſt 
will raiſe all thoſe who ſleep in him, with whom they ſhall 
reign on Earth. __ | 
Anſu. What the whimſical Jews expected I know 
not, and he quotes no Book whence himſelf knows 
it. But what the Prophets ſay upon this Head, is 
no other than what the Seriptures affirm, to wit, 
1 Theſſ. iv. 14, 16, Thoſe which ſleep in Jeſus, u 2 
lee, for the ſake of Jeſus, will God bring with him; 
and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe fiſt, 1 Cor. xv. 233 
every Man in his own Order, , Id, in bis proper 
Order, to wit, of Time. And the Saints, repre- 


ſented by the Twenty Four Elders ſay, we ſhall 


reign on the Earth, Rev. v. to. And that this was 
the Doctrine univerſally of the primitive Chriſtians, 
is evident from the Authors cited in Grabe's Notes 
upon Jrenæus hereafter. = "5h 
Again, in the ſame Page, theScene of Deliſions adds, 
The whimfical Jews were of Opinion, that at Chriſt's 
Coming, the Fabrick of the World ſhonld be renewed. 
So the new Prophets ſay, Chriſt comes to finiſh the Crea- 
a in it's Beauty; to create a new World, -Lacy's 2d 
art, p. 44, 73. ; FIT ITEUL * 4 
JAE G 2 Anſw, 
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©Anſw. Here Mr. Qwen would have it thought, that 
the Prophets ſay, the material Fabrick of the World 
ſhould: be created ane w but the Paflages he cites 
are quite of another Nature; that of Mr. Lacy, p. 
44, is a Prayer thus; O thou God 'of Sabbath, reſting, 
diſtinguiſbing one Day in the Creation, diſtinguiſhing ſtill 
by the Reſurrection of him, whom we expect to come 
from Heaven, to give another Reſt to this World, than 
it has hitherto had; to finiſh the Creation in it's 
Beauty and Harmony; that the Earth may be no more a 
Scene of Rebellion, Blaſphemy, Impiety, but a Garden 
wherein thou may ſt delight to walk. So that the Crea- 
tion here referred to, is that of the intellectual 
World, Man; for whom it prays a Reſt, or Sabba- 
tiſm, from Sin, ſuch as has not been hitherto, and 
is promiſed, Hebrews iv. 8, where Note our Margin. 


Again, the Paſlage, p. 73, is thus expreſled in Re- 


ference to ſome Viſions vouchſafed to Mr. Lacy at 
that Time, Thou ſhalt have other Views of the worſhip- 


ing Aſſemblies, in the new World I create. My 
Church, the Chriſtian nominal One, is like a Fbreſt; all 
lies in the State of Nature, with the Curſe upon it; Bar- 


reneſs, Briars. I come to break, all up. I will clear it. 
A fruitful Garden thick planted, and every Thing thriv- 
ing in it, will I make of this Foreſt. The outward 


Form muſt le changed. Every Thing muſt be purified by 


Fire; the ſweet | Seraphick Flame fhall cleanſe away the 
Droſs of my Saints: My judicial Fire, is to make way 
for. the Operation of the. other. Then ſhall my Houſe be 
filed with ſweet Incenſe of Praiſe. The Arches thereof 


ſhall reſound, and diverſify the Voices. Ion ſhall ſee a 


Circle of Angels over your Aſſemblies. The Choruſſes 
ſhall repeat; and the one and other find interchaugable De- 
light. Their Voices ſhall be grateful to you, and yours to 


them. Now; ho this, any more than the other 


Quotation, could be conſtrued to relate to renewing 


the Fabrick of the material Word, I leave all Men 


to judge. However, we read of a Reſtitution of al 


di 


Things, 
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Things, Acts iii. 21. and of the Earth and Heavens 
waxing old as doth a Garment, and of God's fold- 
ing them up (as a Garment laid by) and his chang- 
ing them, - Hebrews i. 10, 11, 12. As alſo of God's 
creating New Heavens and a New Earth, the Old 
Ones being no more to be remembred, 1ſai. lxv. 17. 
and that the whole Creation, and every Creature 
in it, ſhall be delivered from the Bondage of Cor- 
ruption, unto which it was ſubjected by Man's Sin, 
Rom. viii. 20, 2.1, 22. | cl 
Again, in the ſame Page, the Scene of Delufions 
adds, The Jeus fancied the Meſſias ſhould reign a 
Thouſand Years on Earth. The modern Prophets 
chime with them herein, and ſpeak of the approach- 
ing Kingdom, as the glorious Millenium and Fubir 
lee; and, p. 48. that the New Jeruſalem ſhall come 
down from Heaven, and that all Sorrow ſhall. be 
entirely baniſhed out of this New Kingdom. 4 
which agrees exactly with Cerinthus. _ . | 
Anſw. All this agrees exactly with the Revelations 
of St. John the Divine, in the Three laſt Chapters. 
And Dr. Grabe, in his Spicel. p. 31, and his Notes 
upon Jreneus, lib. 4. cap. 38. and lib. 5. cap. 5. lays, 
that all the primitive Chriſtians, who were accounty 
ed to be ſound in Faith, did believe the Doctrine of 
the Millenium, that is, the Renouncers of the Beaſt 
and his Image, ſhould partake of the firſt Reſur- 
rection, and reign with Chriſt on Earth Thouſands 
of Years, m xs, Rev. xx. But I defy Mr. Owen to 
prove, that the modern Prophets do agree with Cer 
rinthus, in any one of his Errors; and becauſe he 
knows it is not to be done, it was an unworthy 
Thing of him, to repreſent us in Agreement with 
that audacious Villifier of our divine Redeemer, and 
the only immortal King. However, to apologize 
for Mr. Owen what is poſſible in this Miſtake; 
Dr. Mills Preface to the New Teſtament tells us; 
That Caius about the Year of Chriſt 216, inn un 
= ic 


— — 4 ͤ ͤ— . X 
- = - 
— — — — — — 


eros ————— ——ů ry g 


m 


— <& ＋ 
— — — — 8 
—% — — bs * 


— — — — — i — — 


- — —— — 
2 —_ 
— 


— — 
— - 


/ 


(46) 


nek Diſpuration at Rome with Procdus the Moutaniſ?; 


when the latter preſſed him vigorouſly with the 
Texts out of St. John, for the Millenium ; Caius re- 
jected the Authority of the Revelations of St. John, 
which unto that Time had been univerſally in the 
Chriſtian Church held for Divine; and not only in 
the ſaid Diſputation by Words, but afterwards in a 
Book publiſhed, Caius made the vile Cerimthus to 
have been the Author of the Revelations, ever before 
by all owned to be St. John's. - Moreover, about 
the Year 260, Euſebius recounts to us, lib. 7. cap. 25, 
That Dyonifius of Alexandria publiſh'd a Book, where- 
in he alſo, upon very trivial and falſe Allegations, 
aſcribed the Revelations of St. John unto Cerinthus, 
as the Author; ſo that if Mr. Owen be of the ſame 
Judgment, and will openly profeſs it, as Cains and 
Dionyſus did; then it is confeſſed by us, that the 
modern Prophets do agree exatHy with Cerinthus, 

Scene of Deluſious, p. 87, ſays, Hitherto I have 
only viewed our Prophets at a diſtance, Vil now 
make a nearer Approach to them: The firſt Argu- 
ment againſt them I ſhajl uſe is, that theſe new 
Prophets cannot be true Prophets, becauſe their In- 
ſpirations contain ſeveral Things contrary to Serip- 
ture. I'll only give you a Taſte. 4 
Anſw. Why, Sir, will you give but a Taſte ? 
When this Point well proved, would have excuſed 
you any farther Trouble, in demonſtrating the new 
Prophets not to be of God. But becauſe I requeſt 
no Favour to them on this Head, I have turned 
your Book over a- new, that the Reader may ſee all 
you have {aid about it, put together; and no doubt 
it was all you had to ſay, becauſe in the Beginning 
of your Preface, it is aſſerted, that the Veneration due 
to the Seripture ought to inſpire us with Abhorrence of al 
thoſe Things, that tenu to obſcure its Glory: And there- 
fore you did not well to give only'a Taſte, if you 
could have done more. . * 
* ene 
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Scene of Delufions,. p. 15, That there will be ſacl 
a State of the Church on Earth, as will not need 
Human Teaching, is a falſe Inference from the Pro- 
phetick Scriptures, on which the New Prophets 
erect their New Diſpenfation ;. for John v. 45, *Tis 
written in the Prophets, they ſhall be all taught of God, 
is quoted by our Saviour as fulfilled in his Time. 
The Doctrine above-mentioned: contradicts alſo that 
great Promiſe and Privilege of the Goſpel, Ja. 
xxx. 20, Thine Eyes ſball ſee thy ordinary Teachers. © 
Anſw. Our Lord ſays, no Man could come to 
him without rer of the Father; and thoſe 
who were ſo taught did come to him, according to 
Ja. liv. 13; but tis Mr. Owen and not our Savi- 
our, who makes the Inference, that what was vwrit- 
ten in the Prophets on that Point, was fulfilled in 
his Time. And that this is a falſe Inference, appears 
by St. Paul's Writing 30 Years after our Lord's 
Dearth unto the Hebrews, that is, to all the Tribes 
of Iſrael ; that the New Covenant to be made with 
the Houſe. of Iſrael, and with the Houſe of Judah, 
Jer. xxxi, was yet unfulfilled, and would be untul- 
filled, until God remembred uo more, that is, forgave 
their Sins and Iniquities ; and then, when he ceaſes. 
their Puniſhment, and redeems them from Capti- 
vity, they ſhall not teach every Man his. Neighbour. or 


Brother, for all - ſhall know God from the leaſt to the 


greateſt; and this when it comes, will be a State of 
the Church, ſuch as will evidently not need Human 
Teaching. But that this Doctrine does contradict 
Ja. xxx. 20, none can ſee without Mr, Owen 8 
Spectacles, which diſcover the Text to mean ordi- 
nary- Teachers; for inſtead of ordinary ones, moſt of 
the Learned conſtrue it of Prophets or extraordinary 
Miniſters only, as appears in Pool's Synopfis 3 nay, 
many Tranſlations and Commentators there, apply 
it ſupereminently to Chriſt or his Spirit, by: ren- 
dring thy Teacher inſtead of thy Teachers, So _ 
thin 
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think it very cleat; that the Modern Prophets do 
not contradict this Text, any more than that of 
Mat. xxviii; 20, Which Mr. Owen makes to mean, 
that God will be with the ordinary Miniſtry, (whether 
Popiſh or Proteſtant) while he has a Church on 
Earth, p. I ; but it ſeems any Prophetical or ex- 
rtraordinary Miniſtry are by that Text excluded, if 
you can believe him; whereas indeed it was a Com- 
miſſion, rather for the Apoſtles perſonally, and 
much more applicable to * Teachers than or- 
ae er 2%) biok +10 rt 
* Scene of Deluſiom, p. 11, 12, 13, 14, it is ſaid, 
Acts ii. 17, In theſe: laſt Days ſaith God, I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all Fleſh-: That is, as 
to the Time, in the laſt Days of. Jeruſalem, or the 
Judaical Period. For this Text muſt be conſider- 
ed under Reſtrictions, to make it quadrate with 
other Parts of Scripture, and to make this plauſi- 
ble Text, a proper Evidence againſt our New Pro- 
phets. Thus in 1 John ii. 18, little Children, 'tis 
the laſt time; he means of the Jewiſh State. There 
fore the laſt Days does mean the laſt Days of the 
Jewiſh World; and to take the Words in any other 
Senſe,would make St. Peter's Allegation impertinent. 
But thus, the State of the Goſpel, - after the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, is called the World to come, 
Hebrews ii. 5. And again it is called, New Hea- 
vens and a New Earth, 2 Pet. iii. 13. But the 
New Prophets and their Apologiſts ſay, that by the 
laſt _ in As ii. 17, we are to underſtand the 
End of this preſent World, which is a perverſe and 
monſtrous Comment; for the Goſpel Church has 
been always the New Jeruſalem deſcended from 
Heaven. | | ? 
Anſu. I thought that ordinary Miniſters were 
to have preached from the written Word of God, 
as it is; but it ſeems Mr. Owen is an Ambaſſador 
Plenipotentiary, empowered to alter it when he 
11 TE © Pleaſes, 
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pleaſes, to make any Text a proper Evidencs againſt 
new Prophets, as he has done here in the Words 
rheſe laſt Days. But his Plenipotentiary Power alſo 
reaches beyond any other Body's that I know, in 
fixing ſo poſitive an Interpretation upon a Text, 


that here (it ſeems) to take the Words the Taff 
Days in any other Senſe, than char he has given us 
of them, would make St. Peter's Allegation imper- 
tinent. But his Senſe, ſuch as it is; of Joel's Pro- 
phecy, quadrated with the Texts ſubjoined, and ex- 
pounded by them, amounts untò this; that the 
pouring out of ' God's Spirit upon all Fleſh; is to be 
reſtricted as to Fime/ not to go beyond the laſt Days 
of Jeruſalem, or the Jewiſp State, which deter- 
mined An. Dom. 70. But wien his leave, that can- 
not, after all, be the proper Seriſe of Joel s Jaft Days: 
1ſt, Becauſe Mr. Owen himſelf has faid, that God 
did pour out of his Spirit 150 Vears after that Pe- 
riod of Time; 2dly, Becauſe many others as worthy 
of Credit as he, do give abundant Proof, that God 
did pour out of his Spirit, 300 Years after ir, as 
already inſtanced; but to mention here only Dr. 
Whitby, who in his Certainty of Chriſtian Faith 
ſays ; For ſeveral hundred Years, many thouſands of 
Souls pretended to the Gift of Prophecy, and were 
thought to have it. 3dly, The whole Chriſtian 
World before Conſtantine, did conſtrue St. Peter's Al- 
legation out of Joel, in another Senſe; for they 
expected the Gift of Prophecy would never ceaſe. 
athly, The Epiſtle of John inſiſting upon many An- 
tichriſts, is thought to refer to Simon Magus, Cerin- 
thus, Menander, Saturninus, and other Knoſticks, 
and therefore is' generally concluded to have been 
Written 20 Years after the Deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem; ſo there the laſt Time wherein Antichriſt ſhould 
come, is not likely to point at the laſt Time of the 
Jewiſh State, that was already paſt. 5thly, Much 
leſs is the Chriſtian Church upon the Deſtruction of 
N | H Jeruſalem, 
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eruſalem, called the World to come, Heb. ii. 5, 


ince that Text relates to a Time, wherein all the 


o 


Works of God's Hands were to be put in Sub- 
jection under Chriſt's Feet, ver. 7, 8. 6thly, And 
much leſs ſtill, was the Chriſtian Church then 
called, the New Heavens and the New Earth, 
2 Pet. iii. 13 ; becauſe it is ſaid in the Context, 


the Heavens and the Earth which are now, are re- 


ſerved unto Fire, until the Time that the Elements 
ſhall melt with fervent Heat, and the Earth alſo 
with the Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up; 
after which, but not before, we are to look br 
New Heavens and a New Earth, according to God's 
Promiſe. 7tbly and Laſtly, It is not true, that the 
Goſpel Church has always been the New Jeruſalem 
deſcended from Heaven, any more than it has been 
the New Heavens and New Earth; for in Revel. xxi, 
St. John, long after the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 


ſaw a Figure of the New Heaven and the New 


Earth, and the New Jeruſalem, coming down from 
God out of Heaven, wherein there ſhall be no 
more Death, nor Sorrow, nor Pain, nor any more 
Night, nor any Inhabitant but of them that are 
written in the Lamb's Book of Life. Thus having 
at large ſhewed, how Mr. Owen's Senſe of the laſt 
Days in Joel, has miſerably fallen ſhort of any Ra- 

tional Proof ; I proceed to give an Account, of the 
' perverſe and monſtrous Comment, whereby the Mo- 
dern Prophets do underſtand it, which is not (as 
he has repreſented) the End of this preſent World. 
But they ſay, the laſt Days in Joel are to be under- 
ſtood to mean, either generally, any Part of Time 
from Chriſt's Appearance in Fleſh, unto his ſecond 
Coming ; or more eſpecially, that Period of it, 
wherein the Jews ſhall be univerſally called, and An- 


tichriſt deſtroyed, 2 Theſ. ii. 8, and Revel. xix, 


for when the Fulneſs of the Gentiles is come in, God 
will take away their Sins, and all J\ael ſhall be 
2 ſaved, 


n 
h 
2 


t 


1 


ſaved, Rom. xi. 25, 26, 27 ; and then is that Co- 
venant to be performed to them, Jer. xxxi, which 
is recited as {till to come, Heb. viii, and is alſo thus 
expreſſed very fully, a. lix. 21 ; my Spirit that is 
upon thee, (the Seed of Jacob) and my Words that 
1 have pur in thy Mouth, ſhall not depart out of 
thy Mouth, nor out of the Mouth of thy Seed, 
nor out of the Mouth of thy Seed's Seed, from 
henceforth and for ever. And again in Ezek. xxxix. 
27, 29, When I have gathered them from among 
the Nations, I will not hide my Face any more 


from them; for I have poured out my Spirit upon 


the Houſe of Mael, ſaith the Lord God. 
Scene of Delufions, p. 87, The New Prophets In- 
ſpirations contain ſeveral things contrary to Scrip- 
ture; for the Scripture ſays to good Men, Pray fer 
your Enemies, who are ſuppoſed to be God's Ene- 
mies. But the Modern Inſpirations fay, you are to 
ing my Triumphe, and not to pray for my Enemies. 
Lacy's 2d Part, p. 7. 
Anſw. The Pſalms do very often furniſh us with 
Prayer, on David's Part, for the Deſtruction of his 
Enemies, when they were God's alſo, as Pſal. liv. 
5, 7. and lv. 9, 17, 19, 23. and lvi. 7. and lviii, 
the moſt Part of it, and concludes, the Righteous 
ſhall rejoyce when he ſeeth the Vengeance. Pſal. lix. the 
moſt Part of it, and concludes, but I will fing of 
thy Power, I will ſing aloud of thy Mercy. A hun- 
dred like Prayers might be thence cited, but I add 
only Pſal. civ. 35, let Sinners be conſumed out of. 
the Earth, and let the Wicked be no more; bleſs 
thou the Lord, O my Soul, praiſe ye the Lord. Where- 
on, H. Aynſworth noteth, that the Hebrew Word 
Hallelujah, is here firſt uſed in the Pſalms, where the 
conſuming of Sinners is mentioned, as in the New 
Teſtament it is firſt uſed, where the Deſtruction of 
Antichriſt the Man of Sin is foretold, Revel. xix. 


Juſt therefore upon the ſame Occaſion is it, of the 
5 H 2 Vials 
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Vials of God's Wrath mentioned a few Lines after | 


to be poured upon Antichriſt, that the Modern In- 
ſpiration ſays, Je are to ſing my Triumphs, and not 40 
pray for my Enemies. Bur if Mr. Owen thinks it 
contrary to Scripture, he may put himſelf among 
the Antichriſts, and ſo pray tor them, for I think 
no other good Man will, in the Caſe above. Be 
that as it will, when God had determined to de- 
ſolate Jeruſalem, I am {ure that he commanded Je- 
remiah three times, not to pray for that People, 
tho' they were the then Viſible Church, Jer. vii. 
| and xiv. 11. 14 
Again Scene, p. 87, St. Paul ſays, we ſhould 
weep with thoſe that weep, and be tender-hearted, 
Rom. xii. 15. But New Inſpiration ſays by Lacy, 
ib. p. 26, 27, Ah my Child, thou wilt need, that 
Neel thy Heart, to fee the Deſolations of thoſe 
whom. thy Authority ſhall ſtrike ; and then we are 
directed to pity them no more than the Damned, tho they 
are ſuppoſed to be within the Verge and Reach of Pity, by 
their being diſtinguiſbed from the Damned. 8 
Anſw. The latter Part is not in the Inſpiration, 
but is ſuperadded by that ſort of Zeal which ad- 
mits of pious Frauds to mirepreſent Things; the like 
whereot occurring often in the ſaid Author, the 
{wer of Job ought to be conſidered, Chap. xxxiii. 
4, 7, Will you ſpeak wickedly for Cad? and talk deceit- 
ully for him? As to what is true above, the Spirit 
does circumſtance it thus, many Commands ſhall be 
given that will ſeem difficult. When I ſee - fit to ſtrike 


ith immediate Death, thy Prayer, thy Word ſhall be 


the Call to me : | Therefore don't ſpare nor pity. I com- 
manded my Antient Iſrael not to ſpare the Canaanites. 
I commanded the Levites to execute my Juſtice upon their 
own Kiudred. Do you think the bleſſed Spirits, the Saints 
in Heaven, have any Concern for their Relations, Hing 
under my avenging Eternal Wrath ? They fing my 
Praiſes for the Vengeance, I am taking wow * 1 
iy artb. 
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Earth. This Circumſtance therefore referring to 
the like ſpecial Command of God, to the Levites anci- 
ently, we find their Obedience therein was reward- 
ed, by the Separation of that Tribe, unto the ſa» 
cred Services, Exod. xxxil. 25, unto 29. and Daut, 
xXxiii. 8 unto 12. But thoſe Commands unto the 
Vfraelites, to root out all the Canaanite Nations, 
and not to make any League with them, not being 
obſerved, they were ſeverely puniſhed for it; as 
Saul alſo was, for ſparing or ſhewing Pity upon 
Agag and the Cattle. Bur ſuch Kind of Commands; 
do need inſpired Fortitude to execute, ſuch as thar 
which Phineas had, and ſuch as that which Elias 
upon ſeveral occaſions ſhewed ; nay, the earneſt 
Prayer of Elias that it might not Rain, was inſpi- 
red alſo, and that Denunciation of Peter unto Ana- 
nias and Saphira muſt be ſo too. And in the Order 
to ſacrifice his Son, what could it be leſs than 
ſteeling the Heart of Abraham, and God's making 


him ſtrong againſt his tender Compaſſion towards his Son, 


WWiſd. x. 5. Wherefore theſe Inſtances being abun» 
dantly ſufficient to evince, that the Modern Inſpi- 
ration alluding to the like Caſes, is not contra- 
dictory to Scripture; nor is it at all inconſiſtent 
with Rom. xii, 15, that is a permanent Law of 
Love, to be always practiſed among Chriſtians, 
of ſympathizing one with another, whether in Joy 
or Sorrow. As to the Perſonality of Mr. Lacy in 
this Point, the Reader is referred to the Second 
Anſwer, in the following Chapter ; nevertheleſs, 
becauſe it may be generally doubted, whether any 
like Caſes as above, can be hereafter expected, it is 
proper to add from the Judicious Mr. Meed's Dia. 
Part 4, who ſays, © It is well known, that all the 
« Primitive Fathers were of the Opinion, that 
© there would be an Elias to prepare the Way of 
« Chriſt's coming in Glory to Judge the World, 
ce as there was an Elias before his Coming in Hu- 
WH | « mility, 
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«© World. Becauſe Mal. iv. ſpeaking of that Day, 


ce which ſhall burn like an Oven, wherein all that 


do wickedly ſhall be burnt up, leaving neither Root 
cc nor Branch, adds alſo, I will ſend you Elias the Pro- 


E phet, before that great and terrible Day. This ſeems 


cc to be a Truth alſo, from our Saviour's own Words, 
* Matth. xvii. 11, Elias truly ſhall firſt come, and ſhall 
cc reſtore all things; tor John Baptiſt was beheaded, be- 
ce fore theſe Words were ſpoken, and therefore they 
ce could not refer to him, ſince they ſpeak of a thing 
c future. Neither can I ſee, how this reſtoring of all 
ce things can be verified of the Miniſtry of John the 
te Baptiſt, which did no ſuch things as theſe Words 
« imply; for the reſtoring of all things, did not belong 
© to the firſt, but to the ſecond Coming of Chriſt ; 
ce if we will believe St. Peter, Acts iii. 21, whom the 
« Heavens muſt receive until the times of the Reſtitu- 
<* tion of all things, Now, if the time of reſtoring 
all things be nor till the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, 
how could John the Baptiſt reſtore all things at his 
ce firſt Coming ? But if the Maſter come not to re- 
ce ſtore all things till then, ſurely his Harbinger, who 
tc is to prepare his Way for reſtoring all things, is not 
to be looked for, until the Times of Reſtitution of 
« all things.” Now then, the Powers of Elias men- 
tioned 2 Kings ix. 7, ſeem to be promiſed unto 
many, Revel. ii. 26, 27, as predicted in Dan. vii. 18, 
22, and Pſal. cxlix. And therefore I conceive that 
ſuch 3 as above- mentioned, may occur again 
hereafter, by the immediate and ſpecial Command 
of the ſupreme and unlimited Sovereign. 


Again, Scene, p. 87, the Apoſtle ſaid, he — 


ſulted not Fleſh and Blood, that is, the World. 
Lacy, p. 49, They, the Prophets ſay, conſult not 
much with the World. So here's an Allowance for 
a {mail Conſultation with zhe Vorld, but it mult. 
not be much. | N at2-2 5 


in mility to preach the Goſpel, and ſuffer for the 


Anſw. 
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Anſw. The Author ſeems to inſinuate or ſurmiſe, 
that the Prophets allowed a conſulting their world- 


ly Intereſts, in ſome „but in this alſo 

are miſrepreſented. For the Paſſage is, Conſult not 
much with the World, nor the Opinions of Men, that 
have a great Shew of outward Wiſdom and Piety ; retire: 
into your ſelves, read the Scriptures, read my preſent Re- 
velation ; feed upon what you ſhall find, and you will 
find a Repaſt, that you need no other. And now, Sir, 
ſuppoſe we were allowed to conſult a little with the 
World in this Senſe, that is, to ſee what a Miniſter 
or two would ſay, touching God's revealing him- 
ſelf to us; would this be a Contradiction to Scrip- 


ture? I trow not. It could not at leaſt be ſo in 


Mr. Owen's Judgment, who tells us, p. 2, 3, that 
God himſelt directs Prophets, to go to the ordinary 
Miniſters for Inſtruction. 
| Scene of Delufions, p. 88, Our Saviour ſays, we 
muſt judge of the Tree by the Fruit: And alſo al- 
lows to judge of Predictions by their Conſequences. No, 
ſays this new Spirit in theſe Words, p. 95, you are 
for judging: of Things by the Conſequences, that 
may attend them. Is that a Rule? No, you can't 
juſtify thar Poſition. | 

Anſw. 1 know not that our Lord allowed to judge 
of Predictions by their Conſequences; if there be an 
ſuch Text, he ſhould have quoted it ; but this Caſe 
is foreign to the Point in Hand, and will be treated 
of under the next Head of Argument, where Mr. 
Owen has nothing to produce that which he ſays 
here our Saviour allowed or preſcribed. But the 
Pofition that cannot be juſtified, the Spirit in the 


new Prophets ſays is this; the judging of Things by. 


the _— that may attend them from the World ; 
ſuch as Reproaches, and Forfeiture of all worldly 


Intereſts, and the Scope of what preceded and fol- 
loweth the ſaid Words, p. 95, is to that Purpoſe ; 
ſo that the Sentence is but a Reproof, to rotten 

worldly 
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worldly Hearts, and how this can be contrary to 
auy thing our bleſſed Lord ever ſaid, I leave Mr. 
a — — Tn But this lam: 
ure Ot, ; . aragra begins in his bleſſed 
Name, ſaying, 4h jour Reſerve of Intereſt worldly, 
worldly, ſhall be manifeſt. I taught that no one was 1 
be: worthy of my Name, or to be called by it, who did not 
quis all; all; all tht World.  _ 5 r 
«| Rene of Delaſions, p. 88, 89, ſpeaking of France, 

the Spirit delivers himſelf thus; Well, happy for 
that People the Minifters left them, for they found other- 
gueſt Feachings,' that is, by Prophets» This to me 
directly thwarts the ſacred Scriptures, which make 
the Removal of Miniſters a Judgment, as Prov. 
xxix. 18, Where there's no Viſion (or ſettled Mini- 
fry) the People periſh, And if the Miniſtry be the 
inſtituted Means to reconcile Sinners to God, how 
can the Extirpation of it be a Mercy to them? IT 
the Camiſars were real Prophets, where are the Ef- 
fects of their extraordinary Miniſtry? Where are 
their Converts? What have they done more than 
others? Were the poor Proteſtants ſafer under theſe 
extraordinary Teachers, than the former Miniſters? 
Nay, thoſe Prophetic Guides occaſioned their total 
Ruin. It was long of theſe, that 32 Pariſhes, con- 
taining 400 Villages, were deſtroyed at once in the 
 Greuaudan or Cevermes; beſides other innumerable 
Barbarities, committed upon them by the French i 
King. And many Thouſands of poor Proteſtants 
were ſacrificed by the Hands of Violence, Which 
might have been yet alive. 
Anſw. There is in the New Teſtament no inſti- 
tuted Miniſtry, but of ſuch as the Holy Ghoſt 
makes Overſeers; and the Paſſage cited is, My 
At! Conduct over that poor deſerted Flock in the Cevennes was 
1 miraculous. Welt, happy for that People the Miniſters 

ſi leſt them. For, in ſhort, they found other-gueſs Teach- 
ing, more powerful Effects from my own (Teaching). 


( 57) 
if ye (the common Miniſters) can male a; Child 
preach, then it would be no Miracle that I de it. But 
that the reſtoring of Viſian ar Prophecy there, does 
directly thwart. the Text, where there is no V ißon on 
Prophecy the People periſh,/ is only to be underſtood 
by Mr. Owe himſelf, but certainly. is beyond any 
other Body's Comprehenſion. And there it is need- 
ful to obſerve, what is very pertinent to the preſent 
Occaſion in the Cævennes, that the Word periſh, is in 
our Margin made naked, and by other Tranſlations 


is conſtrued to mean, become Rewoltens, or are eſtrainged 


from true Religion: For as to his two Pages of 
Comment, having in part anſwered to it already, 
it ſuffices here to remark, that the Proteſtants had 
been every where elſe in Farc ſuppreſſed; and the 
open Profeſſion of our Religion had been extin- 
guiſhed, upon the Deſertion of their Miniſters, 
when it pleaſed God to diſtinguiſh his Favour un- 
to thoſe in the Cevennes, by raiſing up the. inſtituted 
Miniſtry of a Number of Prophets, for their Com- 
fort and Eſtabliſhment in the Eaith; by virtue of 
which ſort of Teaching, thouſands were converted 
alſo from Popery, into which they had fallen; and 
all theſe were animated by. the Spirit to undergo 
every Kind of Death, as Martyrs for the Faith of 
Jeſiu, rather than yield themſelves. Captives again 
unto Popery; as the Proteſtants\ remaining every 
where elſe, in a greater or leſs degree, did. And 
after ſome Years of wreſtling. earneſtly for the Faith, 
by enduring ſtedfaſtly all the Barbarities exerciſed 
upon t the PD wer. of the Oppreſſor left them 
at laſt, a Poffibility (ſuch; as: remained no where 
elſe) of ſo/mutually exhorting : oue another, in ere- 
ry Neighbourhood,. that theythave frequently, unto 


this Day, iaſſembled for Divine Worſhip in the Pro- 


teſtant Way. In all which, it is apparent, that the 
Effects of Prophetick [Teachings were more power- 
ful, chan thoſo of the preceding ordinary Miniſtry; 
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fince in the Cebennes they were ſupported to under - 7 
go the fiery Tryal, and at length to ſubſiſt as their 1 
Predeceſſors the antient H/aldenſes and Albigenſes had by 
done, notwithſtanding. the utmoſt; Power of Anti- * 
chriſt to ſuppreſs them; whereof all the World is u 
Witneſs at this Day: But by Mr. Owen's Argument, 9 
it was the Devil that did thus ſupport the Remains al 
of the Proteſtants in France. 1 910 B 
The Scene of „ p. 90, 91, dreſſes up in a 
ludicrous manner ſeveral Occurrences among the ec 
Prophets; which if they had been truly repreſent- 10 
ed as their Aecounts give them, are nothing at all v 
ridiculous, but ſuch as the Holy Spirit has repre- Pu 
{ented himſelf by, in the Bible: However, becauſe he 
Mr. Owen cites no Text, unto which they ſtand op- th 
oſed; I proceed unto p. 92, where in Lacs ſecond g0 
art, p. 175, (fays he) the Spirit ſpeaks thus L th 
have given a HolyScripture, and that you will acquit |” 
of Deluſion; but how will you prove the Inditers * 
did not mix any thing of their own human with M 
ie, or that they were not themſelves deluded ? You In 
conclude that he who cannot err did dittate to the Inditers. 
But how ſhould others know then, that he who re- C: 
ceived' them from the unerring Spirit, did not mix = - 
at that Moment ſomething of his own ?—— This Pap NY 
ſage charges the Scriptures with downright Corruption; and br. 
that the Prophets of old, did mix their un Fancies and _ 
human Ixventions, with the Inſpirations of God; this is + . evi 
contrary to 2 Tim. iii. 16, all Scripture is given by * 
1 Luaſpiration f CO. 1 vd th 
i  »Anfw. As to the Record of Divine Inſpirations 770 
1 antiently, it is not herein at all charged upon the 10 1 
1 Prophets of old, that they mixed their own Faneies fem 
1. and human Inventions, in the inditing them; nay, Pe 
qe veryccontraryis aſſerted; for it is ſaid, you cn 4 
Mi clude, and juſtly, that he who cannot err did diftate to 8 
i _ -therdnditers.” But Mr. Owen leaves out the Words, yo 


and juſtly, that he might ſeem — —— — on 
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the modern Prophets on this Head; whereas tlie 


whole Argument tor two Pages, whence this Paſſage 


is quoted, is but an Expoſtulation with ſuch, who. 
by Methods contrary to all the Rules of Charity,, 


and any equitable Reaſoning, | do charge Deluſion 
upon others now, although ſuch Rules as are now 
uled againſt the modern Prophets, have been plead- 
able againſt the ancient ones, , whoſe Scriptures we 
acknowledge. 

Scene of Delufions, p, 92 ; it is intimated Lacy, ſe- 
cond Part, p. 143, that thoſe Miniſters that come 
not in at the Prophetick Door, are Impoſtors. The 
Words are, Every one that teaches, and don't come in- 
to the Fold, at your (that is, the prophetick) Door, 
he is an Impaſtor ; he has no Right to teach, no. Now, 
this is againſt Matth. xxviii. 19, 203 and thus theſe 
good Men are reproached for Impoſtors, becauſe 
they adhere to. the old infallible Rule, and reje& 
thoſe new Diſcoveries that claſh with it. But that 
cannot be the Holy Spirit, which calls Goſpel. 
Miniſters Impoſtors, who have a perpetual Divine 
Inſtitution,  - - 

Anſw. Herein Mr. Owen, according to his uſual 
Candour, by adding the prophetick, quite perverts the 
Paſſage quoted, even to make it mean the very con- 
trary to its plain Senſe. For the Spirit therein up- 
braids the common Miniſters, with terming every 
one that pretends to Inſpiration an Impoſtor; and this 1s 


evident from all that preceded the Paſſage quoted, 


as well as from the Words immediately following; 
thus, every one that teaches, and does not come into the 
Fold at your Door, he is an Impoſtor ; he has no Right 
to teach; no. Mo ii it, that is to ſend Teachers, Meſ- 
fengers, Apoſtles,” Prophets, Paſtors? What ? Have he 
a great many Ways among your ſelves to bring them in, 
and only combine together, and reſolve, that the Eternal 
Spirit ſhall ſend none? Tou make him an Appendix to 
your Mamer of introducing. 78 bow I this wu 
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of Gon with due Reddrence Cumut he ſend immediate 
Teachers ? She i tau fend them; ij he can, then 
it duet not follow, that eviry' one is an TImpoſftor, that has 


not jour Jtamp upbi him oy ſome of ' your Keys. 

a Nahen, p.94. The Reebethjcn of the 
Fench Prophets againſt: the higher Powers, is con- 
trary to Scriprure, Nom xiii. and 1 Pet. ii. Chriſt's 
Kingdom is Spiritual, and allows of no Sword but 
that of the Spirit; therefore to promote Religion 


by oppoſing the ſupreme Authority, and the Pro- 


pagation ot it by Force of Arms, is contrary to its 
divine Nature; and the Intendment of Jeſus Chrif?. 
The Queſtion is not, what the Law of Nature may 


ſoggeld in Cafe of Tyranny, or what the Subjects 


may do, when the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
riot are threatned, with utter Subverſion. | 
Hu. By Mr. Owens Leave, the Caſe of Tyran- 
ny and Subverſion of Civil and Religious Rights 
endangered, was more remarkably on the ſide of the 
Fend Prophets, in their taking Arms, than elſe- 
Where generally when the ſame has been allowed a 
warrantable Cauſe for it in other Countries. And 
they did ndt take Arms to propagate Religion, 
but to defend their own juſt Rights, formerly 
grunted by the irrevetable Edict of /Nawtz, and con- 
fmed to them by Læuis XIV. himſelf; which 
Edict was detlared a fundamental Law, and an eſ- 
fentia! Part of che Civil Conſtitution of that King- 
dbm for it vontuihed many Secular Privileges and 
Immunitiez, as well as Religious Liberties. 80 
chatꝭ becauſe the Cumiſars in this Fact ſtood upon 
the ume Foot, that many other Proteſtant Couns 
tries have done, in taking Arms; and becauſe there 
are fo mahy Tracts Written, in Defence of theſe 
ether Proxeſtants taking Arms; it is needleſs for me 
to efiter inte a Diſcuſſion of the Lad fulneſs therbos 
in general, but refer —_ to thoſe Tracts, which 
dude at lege treated bf this Subje g. 
\ 'L | Scene 
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Sens of Delaſum, p. 93, the frequent and vain 
Repetition #175 in the New Inſpiration, it 
contrary to Scripture,. Math. vi. 7, When you pray, 
uſe not vain Repetixions, as the Heathen do; or as 


the new Prophets do; who have ſuch Expreflions as 
theſe, Victory, Victory, Victory, Victory; behold, 
behold, behold, behold; yes, yes, yes, yes; no, 
no, no, no; thou, thou, thou, thou; altogether. 
Now, does repeating the ſame Expreſſions over and 
over, reſemble the Divine Language à Does God; 
who condemns vain Repetitions, uſe them himſelfꝰ 
By no means. WICTNEE]. 9 03 
Anſw. None of theſe Paſſages did occur in Prayer, 
and therefore it is not true, that the new Prophets 
do uſe ſuch Repetitions, as the Text forbids. 
Neither does repeating- the ſame Words in Prayer 
any more contradict our Saviour's Precept, than rei- 
terating the ſame Petition in different Words; ſinee 
by the latter alſo Men may think they ſhall be beard 
for their much ſpeaking. For we find our Lord him- 
ſelf repeating the ſame Words in Prayer, as it 
would ſeem, three ſeveral times, Mark xiv. 39. and 


the Saints in their Praiſes above, re, not Day and 


Night, ſaying, ' holy, holy, holy; which Words are 
in many Copies of the Scripture repeated nine 
times, Revel. iv. 8. Again, the Church on Earth is 
preſcribed in Pſa. cxviii. to repeat five times His 
Mercy endureth for ever ; and the ſame alſo 
peared twenty ſix times, in Pfal. exxxvi. And in 
the laſt Pſalm the Words praiſe him becur nine times 
in ſix Verſes. And thus; as in Prayers and Praiſes, 
ſw alſo upon other Occaſions," God himſelf in his 
Seripture Inſpirations repeats the fame Words of- 
fe; gin Ex Axi. 27, Thus faith the Lord God, 
1 E oerturn; overturn, overturn. Jer. vii. 4, De 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Tem- 
of the Lord. And ſo again in Jer. xxii. 29; O Earth, 
Barth, Earth, "Wherefore Mr. Owen is either little 
Net 8 acquainted 


—— > - - — — — 
— — ———̃‚˖ — _ ———_ 


acquainted wi Seeigrure,; or elſe did preſume. that 
thaſe who reat! his Book would take every thing fot 
granted that he affirmed: And thus he impoſed 
upon the Credulity of the People, who he knew 
were ready enough to ſwallow every thing, that 
would be ſaid agaipſt the Prophets. For in ſixteen 
ſeveral Inſtances, examined as above, wherein he ſays, 

93, The new Revelatiaus contraditi the former Reve- 

ien of God in Scripture ; there is not one of them 
that does contradict; the Seripture, as has evident- 
by appeared. And if he cannot prove one of them 
to be contradictory unto Scripture, as I am ſure he 
cannot; what can ſo multiplied Miſrepreſentations 
of Fact mean, but a Deluſion of Satan on his part, 
prompting him to falſe Accuſations of his Chriſtian 
Brethren? May the God of Mercy open his Eyes, 
td ſee his own dangerous Eſtate, and give him true 
Repentance for the Injuries done to the ſacred Scrip- 
tures —— ee as $ well as to the * 
_— I 2% bai: © 
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CHAP. IV. 


8 1 11 Subject of this Chover is to be 90 
ing the ſecond Argument againſt the new 
Prophets, to wit, the Failure of Predictions 5 
Promiſory awe ru þ « I'll begin, ſays he, with Mr.Lacy's 1 
j _ beſt Book of Warnings, printed July 18. 1707; where- 
1 in are Predictions as followeth, All Nations ſhall 
Faun Cod. London ſhad not be lung without 
| igns an —— erg: a great Number in that City 
i wilt TATE fter a few more Calls; I will ſoon 

e Eyes 0 @ Multitude therein. But theſe 

i vg are not yet fulfilled ; tho' the Time 

l ee. ii 1 5 bn. 
Wi 4 io Truly, Lö! here was. no Time deter 
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(63) 
minate named, and therefore it cannot be paſt ; but 
as to the Senſe of ſoo and not long; there will follow 
immediately a further Occaſion to ſpeak of it; and 
the Prediction of a great Number or Multitude, 
that ſhould believe after a few more Calls, was re- 
markably fulfilled; ſince they far exceeded the Num- 
ber, As i. 15, where the Greek 18:*xzX@-, which-we 
every where elſe render the Multitude. But Mn 
Owen was ſenſible, that to have cited the Inſpira+ 
tions only, would have left his Proofs too weak, 
and therefore ſupputed the Word ſoon in the In» 
ſtance above, and charges upon Mr. Lachs Inſpira- 
tion, that the whole Earth ſhall be eulightned "within 
three Tears, whereas theſe Words were but the Cons 
jecture of a Perſon uninſpired. ©, - © 
_ Scene, p. 95. It was alſo predicted, that Mr. Lacy 
ſhould walk on the Waters, and in the Air, and do 

reat Miracles; make the blind to ſee, the lame 
Lad, the wounded whole, the crooked ſtraight; the 
deaf to hear, the dumb to ſpeak; and that he 
ſhould bleſs and curſe. But none of theſe Things are 
come to pals. D var Eats eee 29 

 Anſw. And if they never come to paſs unto him, 
it would be but a Failure in reſpect to the Perſon, 
When it ſhall be fulfilled in ſome other, endowed 
with the prophetick Spirit. As it was predicted, 
that Elijah ſhould anoint Hazael King over Syriaand 
Jehu King over Iſrael, 1 Kings xix. 15, 16; which 
was fulfilled by Eliſba's declaring Hazael King, 2 Kings 
viii. 13. and a young Man another Prophets anoint- 
ing Jebu, Ch. ix. 6. In like manner, that which 
Was 2 by very expreſs Words perſonally to 
Abraham, Gen. xiii. 14, 15, 17, was not made good 
to him perſonally, as appears Acts vii. 5, God gave 
him none Inheritance in it, no not ſo much as to 
ſet his Foot on; yet he promiſed, that he would 
give it to him for a Poſſeſſion. The ſame Promiſe 
as alſo made perſonally to aac; Cen, xxvi. 3. and 
2111 a do 
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1. Yach, Gti: vu 12. | Yeti dbrabom, ' Jar amd 
ſojonmed in the Land of Promiſe, as in a 
ge Country, and they all dyed in Faith, or 


baving' receivud the Promiſes, made perſonally unto 


mr Hb. Xi. 9, 13. But theſe were afterwards 
fulfilled — 1 land St. Jou is ge- 
nerally toto perſonate other Prophets, WhO 
wete to ſucceed him, becauſe that "as no 
to him, Au.. 93 2. 
une, p. 95. Says, it was Sohn to VI. 1 
and Aale, that he ſhould be King known to 
_ tions very ſhortly. - | 

„ Muſw. In the three laſt Waldes of Hani, the 
Uke things were ſpoken to and predicted of Zerubba- 
bel, which were never fulfilled perſonally to him; 
therefore all che Commentaries in Hool s Synopſis do 
agree,” that under the Name of Zerubbabel Chriſt 
Was meant; and the ſame was always underſtood 
= ry in en here nn « 


Sin, p. 505 96, Many Promiſes. and Predicti- 
eclared, that they ſhould be fulfilled very 


Jen" F 
ons are 


% have waited about three Years, for the Perfor- 
mance of theſe Promiſes, and have not yet received 
anz r Satisfaction, tho the Time be now 
ola My 

on As to the Definition of: Time determinate 
loProphey, referring my ſelf to ſpeak more at 
large, in the Anſwer to Mr. Ower's 7th Argument 
againſt the New Prophets, There * my ſelf 
to la y briefly ; That it is common with Commen- 
tatort, to interpret Prophetick Times in Scripture, 
by a Day for a Lear, and th —4 three Weeks 
abovementioned would mean 21 But to the 
other Words above expreſſed, they — no Time, 
and the Prophntice Geripratowals the ſame | ME 


ch or fallin h, or in a ſco Days, or ſpeedily, 
— the like W — particularly three Mess. NO 
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659 
like Words frequently, touching things that then were 
at a great diſtance to come: To name but two 
Texts of the many, that may readily be produced, 
and theſe both predicted things not yet come to 
pate For that in Iſaiab $liii. 19, I will do a New 
hing, even now it . ſhal ' ſpring forth, is however 


now after 2400 Years conſtrued by ſome to mean 
the ſame, as that in Rev. xxi. 5, which is not yet 
accompliſh'd ; tho? others think it accompliſh'd in 
Chriſt's coming, which was but 700 Years. Thus 
alſo that of Habbakuk ii. 3, referred to in Heb. x. 37, 


Ter a little while, and he that ſhall come will come, is ge- 


nerally render d, it is yet but a little Moment that he 
who is coming will come, and will hot tarry. Which we 
ought to believe a true Prediction divinely inſpired, 
altho' it be above 1600 Years unfulfilled. 

Scene, p. 96. There was a Prediction, that open 
Miracles and publick Atteſtations from Heaven, ſhould 
be givento London, before May 1708. This needs no 
other Animadverſion, than Item, Failure the Sixth. 

Anſw. Whence he drew this Inſtance of Pre- 
diction, Mr. Owen did not think fit to tell us, nor 
I believe can; at leaſt Tknow of no ſuch. But 
tho' I like not to mark the Number, I have already 
and may herein ſpecify, of his Miſrepreſentations of 
us; yet I hope, it he be made ſenſible of any, he will 
do us Juſtice, as he has promiſed in Preface, p. 5. 

Scene, p. 96. Mr. Lachs Preface to his third Part, 
promiſes: That if within Six Months from that 


time, the mighty Power of God did not atteſt the De- 


nunciations were from God, he would before all 
the World acknowledge his Deluſion. Witnefs his 
Hand the firſt of October, 1707, But tho? it does 
not appear there were any ſignal Indications of 
Almighty Power, in thoſe Six Months, yet 
Mr. Lacy, in defiance to his publick and ſolemn 
Promiſe, continues in that Way, which he himſelf 
calls Deluſion, . 

ö | K Anſw, 
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Anſuu. But if the mighty. Power. of God did atteſt 
_ unto his Books of Inſpiration, then Mr. Lacy 
could not think himſelt deluded, and in conſe- 
quence would have incurred the Guilt of Blaſ- 
pheming the Holy Spirit, if to pleaſe Men he had 
renounced his Inſpiration. Now, Mr. Owen had 
read a "Treatiſe, called God's Dealings with Mr. 
Lacy, for he makes a, Citation from it, Scene, 
p. 102. wherein the latter did publiſh the Names 
of many Perſons, and their Places of Abode, Who 
had been within the faid Six Months healed of ſe- 
veral Diſeaſes, ſome very inveterate and hopeleſs 
ones, upon his Prayer alone, without Means uſed; 
and the Truth of thoſe Facts was evident, they be- 
ing done before many Witneſſes. But Mr. Ouen 
did not do very fairly, in laying ſo heavy a Charge 
n him, and at the ſame time wilfully conceal- 
ing the Facts ſo done and publiſhed by Mr. Lacy. 
| Scene, p. 96. It was predicted in 1706, that 
Stephen Halford, one 7 the New Prophets, ſhould dye 
February 3, and riſe again in 17 Days. But the 
Prediction is dead, and the Man alive, a ſtanding 
Monument of the Deluſtio n. 
©  Anſw. He was not one of the New Prophets, or 
ever owned by them. | 
, Seng of Delufions, p. 97. In the Year 1706, it 
was predicted by ſome of the New Prophets, that 
the French King ſhould be deſtroyed in three Years 
time. And a certain Hench Miniſter in London was, 
threaten'd, that in a little time he ſhould be viſibly, 
torn. by the Devil, before all the Congregation. 
And Scene, p. 103, They threaten us all with Eternal 
Damnation for our Unhelief of them.. _. _ | 
Anſw, 1 was intimately acquainted with the 
Affairs of the Prophets, from their beginning unto 
the time of Mr. Owen's publiſhing his Book; and 
do verily believe that not one of Ty, three Points 


charged upon them, was ever predicted or threatned by 
| 5 any 


(&) 
any of them. Tho' as to the Second, it might be 
true of a Crack-brained Woman, who had been 
otten condemned and rejected by the Prophets. 
But for the laſt more eſpecially, I am confident, 
there never was the leaſt Shadow of Ground, for ſo 
vile an Imputation. " | 

Scene; p. 97. It was foretold by the New Pro- 
phets, that Sir Richard Bulckly, Bart. ſhould- be 
made ſtraight; but he is dead, and the Prediction 
not fulfilled ; tho' a certain Perſon held his Hand 
in the Fire for ſome time, without being hurt, as 
a Sign to confirm him in the Belief of it. But 
ſince the whole proves a notorious Deluſion ; the New 
Prophets, and their Adherents, had need conſider 
their Ways a little more crirically. 

Anſw. If the Word Sraight might be allowed 
metaphorically to mean, the rectifying and reſto- 
ring of his they, or his Health in general; and 
ſome grievous bodily Infirmities in particular, a 
great Miracle was wrought upon him, before he 
left the Prophets, and adhered only to F/hitroe, who 
was condemned and caſt out from among them. 
But he himſelt failing in the Faith he had once 
profeſſed, notwithſtanding the great Aſſurances 
God had vouchſafed to confirm him in it, and 
which was plainly implyed as the Condition re- 

uired of him, for rectifying of his Bodily Diſ- 
tortion; the Promiſe thereof does not at all appear 
to have been a Deluſion. For, according to 
Mr. Owen's charitable Advice to us, to conſider 
our Ways more critically, T have ſearched the Critical 
Commentaries. in Pool's Synopfie, upon Gen. xvii, 8. 
and the firſt of Sam. ii. 30. and they tell us, that 
the Promiſes or Predi&ions of Canuan, as an ever- 
laſting Poſſeſſion to the Fews, and of the High 
Prieſthood to the Houſe of Eli for erer: Theſe Pre- 
dictions (ſay they) when given out, did ſeem to 
be abſolute; but after the Failure of them, it is evi- 
| K 2 dent, 


Wy 

dent, that there was a tacit Condition, of Faith 
and Obedience to God from the Jeus and Houſe 
of Eli, implyed in theſe Promiſes. Therefore, I 
hope that Mr. Owen and I are agreed, that there 
was no notorious Delufion in theſe Promiſes, tho 
they failed: And of Conſequence, neither was 
there any ſuch in that to Sir Richard Bulckly, 
Scene, p. 97, 101. But that which is moſt re- 
markable, is a Prediction concerning ths Reſur- 
rection of Dr. Emes, Who was taken ill the ſecond 
of December 1707, and on the 22d of December de- 
parted in the B:liet of his Reſurrection miracu- 
louſly. Nor did the Doubts and Unbelief of the 
New Prophets prevent it: For in the Inſpiration of 
December 29, it is intimated, that notwithſtanding 
their Doubts the Work ſhould be done, 
Anſw. I cannot. but bluſh for him, while the 
Truth of Argument requires of me, to mention 
ſo often the falſe Citations and Miſrepreſentations 
in a Book, which was prepared for * Preſs and 
lay by in the Author's Hand, as himſelf tells us, 
two Years before it ſaw the Light, a Time ſufficient 
to have reviewed and corrected it. For there is no 
ſuch thing intimated as above is ſaid, that natwith- 
ſtanding their Doubts the Work ſhould be done. 
Scene, p. 101. What can be a greater Inſtance of 
Deluſion, than the total Failure of this Prediction? 
The Spirit by my Mr. Lacy ſays, Part 3. p. 35. 
the Acompliſhment wholly fails, then the never-failing 
Truth was not concerned in it, Well! But the Accom- 
pliſhment of this Prediction did wholly fail, and 
the New Prophets by the Teſtimony of their own 
Spirit are pronounced Liars. 
Anſu Mr. Lacy no doubt is very dear to him, 
or elſe Mr. Ouen would not have cited upon the 
Head of this Prediction, what was ſpoken expreſly 
upon a very different Subject, and that alſo two 
Months before Dr. Enes was taken ill, and ſo it 
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could have no relation unto him. Now, the Paſ- 
ſage here refer d to, was thus. My Promiſes of Signs 
and Wonders, of Gifts and Graces are ſo many, ſo par- 


ticular to Perſons, given out beforehand on purpoſe, that 


the performing of them might atteſt the Spirit of Prophe- 


Hing them, that there can be no room to doubt, to thoſe 


that will enquire into the Prediftion of thoſe Signs and 
Gifts. If the Accompliſhment wholly fails, then never- 


failing Truth was not concerned in it, Now, the pre- 


dictory Promiſes of Gifts and Graces, of Signs and 
Wonders, did not wholly fail among the Prophets and 
their Adherents, unto. whom the {aid Promiſes were 
made, as abundantly appears in their Books print- 
ed; and whereof Mr. Lacy himſelf among others 
is an inconteſtable Proof, in — by the Gift 

healing; wherefore, 
this Citation of Mr. Ouen is ſo far from proving, 
that the Prophets are pronounced Liars by the 
Teſtimony of their own Spirit, in the Caſe of 
Dr. Emes, that nothing of a Lye in any Caſe ap- 
pears by it. 

Scene, p. 102. I is ſaid, more marvellous things 
ſhould come to paſs, than the Doctor's Reſurrecti- 
on, and that alſo before he ſhould be raiſed, even 
ſuch as never yet have been. But the Doctor is 
dead, and no ſuch marvellous things happened be- 
fore his Death ; therefore, this was a falſe Pre- 
diftion, and conſequently not uttered by the Spirit 
of Truth. 

Anſw, I know of none that ever uttered it, but 
Mr. Owen himſelf ; and therefore, let him conſider, 
what Spirit he had it from. 

Scene, p. 101. Mr. Lacy thro' the Spirit pro- 
miſed, that a few Months of our Computation, 
ſhould produce a Key of Time in this Revelation, 
Part 3. p. 172, not only Months but Years are 
paſt, and the Myſteries of this New Diſpenſation are not 
Yet uplukt, So then here is another notorious Failure. 


Anſw, 


5 ne 
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Anu. In reviewing the ſaid Inſpiration, partly 
recited under the next Article, I find the Scope of 
it was to wean us from any ſuch Limitation of Pro- 
phetick Predictions, by 'Time-as uſually meaſured 
among Men; and the Arguments on that Head 
there uſed by the Spirit are ſo cogent, that. I dare 
not depend upon an Interpretation of a Key that 
has been given ; becauſe it is the Glory of God to con- 


ceal a thing, Prov. xxv. 2. And from the Argu- 


ments above refer d to, I conclude it will ever be 
ſo, in reſpect to matters of publick and general 
Concern predicted under Definitions of Time; 
yet in all this, there is nothing of a notorious Failure, 
for the Apoſtles faw through a Glaſs darkly, they 
knew in Part, and propheſied but in Part. 1 
. "Scene of Delufions, p. 103. Did God ever com- 
mand us to believe in thoſe Prophets, who under 
the Prophet ick Influence, promiſe what is not per- 
formed within the limited Time? Were they the 
Predictions of God, they ſhould be accompliſh'd 
in the due and determined Time. But fince theſe 
new Predictions have not their Accompliſhment, 
in the prefixed time; our Regards to the Honour of 
God, oblige us to conclude they were never utter- 
ed by his Spirit. 1 
Anſw. Having under ſeveral foregoing Articles, 
diſcover'd the Miſrepreſentations of the Scripture by 
Mr. Owen, we add that our Maſter-Teacher in the 
Inſpiration juſt mentioned, ſays; Why ſhould this 
Age impoſe a Scrutiny upon the Truth of my Word, 
tvhich never was put to judge the Truth of it by? In 
Predictions they would have me define the Day always. 
T have ſometimes expreſſed the Day, tho very rarely. 
have alſo given Demonſtrations of Time, as it is men- 
fared in this World; and yet have reſerved a Senſe to 
my ſelf, only ſhadowed by the Definition, but not limited 
by it. I have ſeen it beſt, not to aſſign the punttual 


Times, by their Definition among Men; that I might 


keep 
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keep Men always in their due Diſtance, and, reverential.. 
Fear of invading what I reſerve, in ſecret, to, my. ſelf. 
I ſee this Reſerve of great uſe in my Government of in- 
telleftual Creatures, Had the World, from the Begin- 
ning, known before hand the exact Point, wherein every 
one of my Predictiens was to be accompliſhed, and uot le- 


fore that Time; weak. Mortals may judge by themſelves. 


what vile Uſe would have been made of ſuch 4 Punt tur 


ality, as would have limited my ſelf, from doing it ſooner, 


er ſtaying later. The very End of denouncing my Judg- 
ments would have been, in a great meaſure, defeated, 
Wherefore the Divine Council in the Point being 
thus unto!ded, we think it very unjuſtifiable to ſay 
with Mr. Owen, that if Predictions were not ac- 
compliſhed in the prefixed Time, we are to, con- 
clude they were never uttered by God's Spirit. 
On the contrary, the Prediction of Juiah was po 

ſitive to King Hezekiah, that he ſhould dye of that. 
Illneſs, chap. xxxviii. 1, and was certainly.uttered. 
by God's Spirit, tho' not accompliſhed in the pre- 
fixed Time. Again the Words of Eliſha were ut- 
tered of God, when Haxael was bid to ſay unto 
Benhadad, thou ſhalt ſurely live; for ſo the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Chaldee have it,. 2 Kings viii. 10, and the 
ſame is ſo reported in Verſe 14. Thus alſo the 
Words of Huldah to King Jofiah, Thou ſhalt be ga- 
thered to thy Grave in Peace, 2 Kings xxii. 20, ſeem 
to have failed by his dying of a Wound in Battle, 
2 Chron, xxxv. Again, God ſaid unto Jacob, I 
will go down with thee into Egypt, and will alſo 


ſurely bring thee up again, Gen. xlv. But this in the 


obvious Senſe of the Words failed, for he dyed in 
Egypt. Again, the Lord ſaid unto'the Children of 
Jrael, J will deliver you no more, Judges x. 11, 13, 
yet in the following Chapter, God delivered them 
from. the Ammonites, by an expreſs. Commiſſion to 
Jept ha, VET, 29, 30, 32. Yer in all theſe, and 
other Inſtances already cited in this Chapter, and 


in 
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x 


in thoſe that follow, the Honour of God does not 
ſuffer in the Opinion of all Commentators, becauſe 
in all Predict ions He may reſerve a Condition or 


Senſe therein, that Man knoweth not. As touch- 
ing the Denunciation of Jonah, unto Nineveh, the 
Scripture Chronology does from 2 Kings xiv. 25, 
determine it to be about 100 Years before the Cap- 
tivity of the ten Tribes, and yet Nineveh was re- 
maining many Years after that Captivity, as appears 
by the laſt Chapter of Tobit. And even touching 
that Prediction of our bleſſed Lord, Mat. xii. 40, 
As Jonas was three Days and three Nights in the Whales 
Belly; ſo ſhall the Son of Man be three Days and three 
Nights, in the Heart of the Earth; I cannot ſee how 
it is poſſible to reconcile it, to his dying as it were 


on a Friday at Noon, and his riſing again very early 


in the Morning, when it was yet dark, as it began 
ro dawn towards the firſt Day of the Week, which 
is Sunday. And notwithſtanding Mr, Owen's au- 
dacious Words, touching any Failure of Predictions, 

. 103, Did ever the God of Truth ſet his Seal to Lie? 
be inſpired Author of Pſalm lxxxix, mentions a 
Covenant ſworn to him by the Holineſs of God, that he 
world not lie unto David; * repreſenting there God 
ſaying, With my Holy Oil have I anointed him, the Ene- 
my ſhall not exact upon him, and I will beat down his 
Fbes before his Face, but my Faithfulneſ and my Mercy 
Hall be with him. Let in the 38th Verſe, we find 
the Pſalmiſt aſſerting, in an Appeal to God, But thou 
haſt caſt off and abhorred thine Anointed, thou haſt made 


void the Covenant of thy Servant, thou haſt ſet up the 


Right Hand of his Adverſaries, and thou haſt made all 
his Enemies to rejoyce. Yet no Conſequence is hence 
drawn, to the Prejudice of the Honour of God; 
but the Pſalmiſt notwithſtanding fays, I will fing of 
the Mercy of the Lord for ever, with my Mouth will I 
make known thy Faithfulneſs-to all Generations. But 
that the Event did ſometimes, 1f not often, fail to 


anſwer the Prediction, ſeems to be implyed in. the 
Proverbs 
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Proverbs. Exzzk\xii. 22, The Days ave prolonged, und 

ery Viſion faileeh 3 becauſe ſome Stund r it at 
leaſt, is plainly: acknowledged in ber. xxv. 28, I the 
Lord will ſpeak, and the Word thit I fall (peak 
ſhall come to paſs, i ſpal be no tore prolbnged; thus 
ſaith the Lord God, -rhere ſhall none of my Words be 
prolonged any more; or as the Hebrew, Greek; and 
Chaldee literally are, all my nd ſhall not be proloig- 


ed any more. The like als is confeſſed in Numb. &iv. 


30, 34, Doubileſt ye ſhall nit come into the Land, wherem 
1 ſware to make you 22 and ye ſhall knw my Breach 
of Promiſe, ſaith the Lord: : 50 that Belief of the 
Prediction or Promiſe and ſuitable Demeanour, is 
requited by Gad always, as 4 Condition without 
which he may not fulfil it; Which is the allowed 
Senſe of 2 Chron. xx. 20, Believe in the Lord your 
God, jo ſhall ye be eftabliſh#4} believe his Prophets ſo 
ſhall ye proſper; Where the Hriact and others tett- 
der it, and Faith ſhall be kept to you. Our Lord 
- wrought fe Miracles unte-thoſe who dic not be- 
lieve, but to thoſe who did he ſaid, according to 
your Faith be it unto you... - ) 

Now to recite 5 from Mr. Lacy's ſecond Part, 
p. 7. If any thing be contrary to the Sbriptures, that = 


is contrary muſt be falſe. And as 24 ccompliſhments of 
Predittions, tit -unreaſonhble ſo e 25 the Julfilling of 
every one of ' thoſe Predictions, befolg you believe any one 


of them; and not to believe the Alien of any thing 
"will you i fie it paſſed, that's' not believing it at all. 
Whence it appears that ir was required, that Pre- 
dictions ſhould be believed, upon Evidences on the 
Prophet before given, as oe Condition of their Ac- 
compliſhment. But if Deus xviii. 22, be urged 
for an A , that Aceonipliſhment of 3 
on ſhouid proceed the admitting any Prophet 

de ſent of God; I anſwer; that the Lig Text fas 
no other in the whole Bible to ſupport it, in that 
dense; and it. AT of Piedidtions, ĩc to de- 
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Nominate falſe Prophet; then it lies upon Mr. Owen 
either to demonſtrate, that the Number of Scrip- 
ture Predictions, which I have mentioned to fail as 
above, did not fo, fail; or elſe to renounce his 
Senſe of the Text in Deuteronomy, whereby they 
are denominated falſe Prophets, by whom the Word | 
of the Lord was ſo uttered. But as the Failure of 
Prediction was evident alſo upon the Montanifts, . 8 + 
and many Churches, notwithſtanding it did. own 

'them for true Prophets ſent of God; ſo The General 

Delufion, in defence of them, has undeniably proved 

at large from p. 295 unto 299, that the Text of 
Deuteronomy admitteth another Conſtruction, which 

V agreeable to the reſt of the Scriptures; as that 

which Mr. Owen puts upon it, is not; which I 
hope he will conſider, when he undertakes to make 

good his Charge of Hereſy and diabolical Delu- 

ſion, upon the Prophets called Moneaniſts. - = FT 
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A. Owen's Third Argument. 
Saane, p. 104. IHE modern Warnings 
8 0 abound with Human Mix- 


ER | tures, Which are twofold. 
The printed Inſpirations are full of imperfect and 
broken Sentences, which would be Nonſence with- 
out Human Additions ; to remedy this Lameneſs, | 
they ſometimes eke out the Senſe, by parenthetical 
Notes and Words. And at other times they conclude | 
A half Sentence with a Blank thus leaving us 
to gueſs at the reſt; I'll. give you two or three f 
the undeniable Inſtances. Lacy's Part 1. p. 33. 1 
Are then deſigned — P. 36, vou would not Wear A 
Juch >= p. 55, yet I vill 7. 85. -give:-us 
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Defires of that fixt exciting rare——and here 


the Senſe ends. Bur in Vindication of themſelves, 
they charge rhe Scripture Stile with Deficiencies in 
theſe Words not remembring (ſays the Spirit) the 
Defetts obvious in ſeveral of my Prophets. But can De- 
fects in Expreſſion, that interrupt the Senſe intend- 
ed by the Words, be the Dictates of pure unerring 
intellect? And are they true Prophets, who charge 
the old Prophets with criminal Defects? & 
Anſw. Mr. Lacys Preface to the Book above 
quoted, ſays, © The following Diſcourſes being 
read to me immediately after they were pro- 
* nounced, and the divers Original Copies of them 
* collated and gathered into one, before man 
* Witneſſes; I did Sign every one of the ſaid Dif- 
& courſes. ſucceſſively, being able from the Aid of a 
* tenacious Memory, ſo diſtin&ly to recolle& my 
<« ſelf, as that I am ſatisfied there is nothing in 
them, but what came from my Mouth under the 
Influence of God's Spirit. The Perſons who 
* .wrote theſe Diſcourſes from my Mouth, did alſo 
© Sign the compleated Original of every one of 
* them, and are ready to maKe Oath, it deſired, 
* that the ſame was faithfully taken. Now after 
Mr, Owen had read this Preface, and was at Li- 
berty to call us to our Oaths, that there was no- 
thing but what came from Inſpiration in the print- 
ed Warnings ; it looks little like z Chriſtian in him 
to ſay, that the ſaid printed Inſpirations did abound 
with Human Additions, eking out the Senſe by parenthe- 
tical Notes and Words. But the Caſe was thus; the 
Care of Printing being committed to the Writers, 
that they might the better give Teſtimony upon 
Oath, they agreed- among themſelves, that where 
any Word or Words, was not in every one of their 
Copies, it ſhould be put into a Parentheſis, that 
the Writer who had it = might upon his — 
n L 2 make 


— _ — — ” — 
Mas * 4 reren & — — 
* K — — % — 
* - - os _ — * . — — 


in a different gn is not in the Origi 


in Expre 


(6) 


make an Exception, #59 that Word; and this was 


all the Reaſon of bins thoſe Parentheſis. 

The other Charge here upon 
ing i 92775 in K ug Wiebe pleaſed to 
term Criminal D and they {i ure (ſays he) Cant 
nar. be. true Prophers,.-yho, charge the , Scripture 
Prophets with the like. Now, as all Men of any 
Literature know, that what i is printed in our Bible 
nal in- 
ſpired Text, bu Rus by ours and all other Tranſla- 
tions ſome how pplyed to it; and begging leave, 
in the Inſtances above cited, to ſupply. the modern 
Inſpixatiops in like manner, I leave it upon the 
Compariſon for every one to judge, whether Defects 
flion, be not conſiſtent with a pure unerring 
Intellect, as much 1 e Waver as in che 
Modern. = 


14, Fir Pare, 9•33. 2 Jo v. Ps David 
O: ye dumb Teachers, ſaid, whoſoever getteth 


Wy Sp + t 99 + hag up to the Gutter, and 


Voice Trumpet? ſmiteth the Jebufites, and 
Wag s — 108 in hat the lame, and the blind, 


ane ne againſt that are hated of David's 

Son ? You arg. then Soul, ' be ſþall. be Chief and 
— 0 Ruin. Hoy Captain. Wherefore they 
comes it, that his. Glory, ſaid, the blind and — 
is ſolittle at youn Heart? ſhall not come into the 


Page 36, gs your Houle, 
e Far! would. © Pſalmiv. 2, O ye Song 
not wear ſuch,, an gre to of Men, how long wilt. 
9 410 8 Bll 40 Ye turn my Glory into) 


Shame? How long will ye 

, $5. It i py 2 290 love Vanity, aud , ſeek 
chat can premilz Iknow. after. leaſing / 1 
Jet I wall, pup! thoſe: - Pſalm xvi! 1, 2, 4. 
Powers upon ſome: of O God, in thee do I put: 
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you, that ſhall-break the : 


Enemy. Their Hearts 

ſhall fail, when they be- 

hold the ſame. 

J Page 85. O Lord, giye 
that good Foundation 

or our ſelves to be found- 


ed upon, that ſelf-an- 


nulling Humility. 4 O 
Lord, make us willing 
to receive that; and de- 


ſirous to have it our un- 


alterable Complexion, 
Lord, give us Deſires of 
that fixt, excit ing, rare 
Virtue; that if thou 
lifteſt up, and diſtin- 
guiſheſt us by thy Fa- 
vours, we may be ſenſi- 
ble of the natural Unfit- 
neſs of our Heads, to 
bear any thing of di- 


my Trait, O my Soul. 
thou haſt ſaid unto the 


Lord, thou art my Lord, 


my Goodneſs extendeth not 


to thee: Their Sorrow 
ſhall be multiplied, ther 
haſten after another God. 
_ Pſalm, xvii. 13, 14 
Deliver my Saul from 
the Wicked, which is thy 
Sword: From Men 
which are thy Hand, from 
Men of the World, which 
have their Portion in 


this Life, and whole Bel- 


ly thou filleſt with thy 
hid Treaſure: They are 
full of Children, and 
leave the reſt of their 
Subſtance to their Babes. 

Pſalm xxvii. 12, 13. 
Falſe Witneſſes are riſen 
up againſt me, and ſuch 


as breathe out Cruelty. 


I had fainted, unleſs L 
had believed to ſee the 
Goodneſs: of the Lord, 
in the Land of the living. 


Kene of Delufions, p. 104; - Secondly, The Neu 
Prophets own that their Inſpirations are ſometimes 
mixt with Falſities; and for that Reaſon they alledge 
the Spirit of Diſcerning is given them, and quote 
the Bible in fayour of thoſe Human Intermixtures, 
Sir; Richard  Buckly, Pref. p. 7,9. New, ſhall we 
call thoſe true Prophets, who ou themſelves, that 
they deliver Fruth and Falſhood in the ſame In- 


ſpirations? Let the World then judge, whether 


theſe 


theſe are Divine Prophets, who, according to their 
own Cunfeſſiun, mix their own Fancies with the In- 

Irations of God. * c et 
- Anſw; It has been noted already, that Abraham 
Whitroe had been condemned and rejected by the 
Prophets. Now, after he was diſowned by them, 
it is well known to the World, that about two 
Years before he died, Sir Richard Bulckly adhered 
only to Whitroe, and never came among the reſt. 
Bur in that Time he prints a Book of Jhitroe's 
Warnings, and makes a Preface to it of 154 Pages, 
wherein ſearching for Mr. Owen's Quotation thence, 
Jam fure there is no ſuch thing in it, as he cites 
from it. But ſuppoſe it had been there, the ſame 


could not be juſtly taken for the Cunfeſſion of the Pro- 


pbett, becauſe he had then left them all, in favour o 
the condemned Mhitroe. And Mr. Owen does him- 
ſelf in this Point vouch in their Behalf, Scene, p. 55, 
for there he ſays, Mahomet, like our modern Prophets, 
did with the utmoſt Proteſtations aſſure the World, 
that there-was nothing of his own Spirit or Will, 
that intermixed it ſelf in his -Revelations ; but 
that therein he was purely actuated by an Agent 
without and above himſelf, that commanded and 
directed him to ſpeak, and from whoſe Dictates 
he did not vary. Very well! it may ſuffice then to 
add, that the Prophets do never quote the Bible to 
fayour any Human Mixtures. But however, touch; 
ing the Gift of Diſcernment, Mr. Dodwel''s ſecond 
Diſſertation upon Jrenaus afferts, that the Tryal of 
= was not to be but by the extraordinary 
ifts themſelves, and by thoſe who had them; 
therefore (ſays he) there were various Degrees in 
the Gift of Prophecy, and the Apoſtle does ſuppoſe 


ſuch Degrees among the Prophets, when he allows 


ſome to judge of what others had ſpoken, 1 Cor. 


xiv. 29. hence it was (ſays he) that he who 


was noted moſt for that Gift of Diſcernment ex- 
4 | traordi- 
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(79) 
traordinaty, did in early Times of Chriſtianity, 
preſide generally in every Church. Pareut alſo, in 
his Annotations on 1 Cor. xiv. 32, ſays, it might be 
that Prophets did mix ſomewhat of their own with 


the Gift of the Spirit, whereof it belong'd to other 
Prophets to judge. Dr. Hhitby's Preface to the E- 
piſtles ſays likewiſe, that the extraordinary Gift of 
Diſcerning, was to decide between true and falſe 
Prophets. And finally, Dr. Cave's Introduction to 
the Lives of the Apoſtles affirms, that the Gift of 
diſcerning Spirits, was not only to diſtinguiſh falſe 
Spirits from true, but alſo to know when the true 
Prophets delivered the Revelations of the Spirit, 
and when they expreſſed only their own Concepti- 
ons. So that, it theſe Divines can lend Mr. Owen 
any Help, for knowing the Uſe of the extraordi- 
nary Gift of Diſcernment, he need not be ſo cen- 
ſorious of the Prophets, for the exerting of it in 
the Caſe of H/hitroe or others. 1 


Mr. Owen's Fourth Argument againſt the Prophets. 


Scene, p. 105. Another thing that occaſions Mat- 
ter of juſt Diſguſt, is their Mock-Inſpirations. 
For when by an Order of the Spirit they have met 
for Edification, many of them have been under vio- 
lent Agitations, without uttering one Word ; in par- 
ticular Mary Aſpinal and others, very often when 
they had Agitations, were without uttering one 
Word. Thus Marion, p. 18, was in an Extaſy, ac- 
companied with all its uſual Circumſtances; bur 
without ſpeaking one Word, the Advertiſement was 
all imward. 

Anſw. Tho' the Advertiſement was inward, Mr. 
Marion might declare it to thoſe preſent, who were 
bur three or four, for it was not in any Meeting. 
And in reſpe& to the general Caſe, when the Be- 
lievers by Order of the Spirit met for Edification, 


20 A110 1 cho 
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they propbeſied; many 


(89) 


tho? Mary Aſpinal and others might have Agitations 


without ſpeaking, yet there were always ſome that 
ſpoke, as every one that pleaſed to hear them could 


teſtify; for their regation were with o 
Doors, as the Law directs. However, that the Spi- 
rit in the Symptoms of his Preſence ma 
upon Perſons, and they not ſpeak to Edification, 
that we know of, is evident from the Inſtances of 
Sampſon, whom the Spirit moved at times, Judges 
xiii. 25; and Jeptha, upon whom the Spirit of the 
rd came, Chap. xi. 29; and ſo in the Caſe of 
the 70 Eldets, and of Saul and his Meſſengers ſent 


to take David, where it is ſaid ſeverally of them, 


that the Spirit of the Lord came upon them, and 
Commentators on thoſe Texts 
eonſtrue the Senſe to relate only to ſome Operations 
of the Spirit on them. viſibly, without Utterance. 
Thus alſo in 1 Sam. xvi. 13. the Hebrew and Greek 
Terms expreſs it, that the Spirit of the Lord leaped 
upon David, from that Day forward, and we have 


reaſon. to think it might be ſometimes without Ut- 


terance. But "John Baptiſt was filled with the Spirit 
from bis Mother s Womb, hich many Scripture Au- 
thorities have, in his Mother's Womb ; ſo that ſome 
of the Fathers thought it no ways ridiculous to fay, 
that John propheſied by Signs, when. he leaped after 
an extraordinary manner, in his. es — 
And as the Child grew, he waxed ſtrong « ke 
but lived many Years i in the mn — he 5 
to N 


2 . t 


Sceuo, p. 36, 106. When the New Prophets ſpeak 
in a ſtrange Language, it is often in a. broken and 
imperſect manner; and the Blunders they commit. 
entmot be ſuppoſed to be the Effuſions of the Holy 
oma And: indeed when they ſpeak in their owt 


; Tongue, 


come 


ſ 
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ons Tongue, they are guilty of ſeveral notorious Incon- 
hat gruities and Improprieties; which being Errors in 
uld Speech, cannot be attributed to the only wiſe God, who 
den being the Author of Languages, muſt needs be Maſter of 
pi- them, and deliver himſelf according to the exacteſt Rules 
me of Order. For, Scene, p. 80, a Maid poſleſs'd by an 
on, evil Spirit, ſpoke all manner of Languages, with 
1 great Exactneſs and Elegancy; and others did fo 
Ages | by the Devil's Influence, p. 34. 1 
the Anſw. The Spirit of the Prophets ſays in Lacy's' 
of Third Part, p. 40. So my Truth in its Eſſence 
ent and Purity be preſerved, I have left Tinctures re- 
IN, * maining on Record, of the perſonal Abilities of 
nd * my Servants, (the - antient Prophets) and this were 
xts ( enough to ſatisfy them (that object to the Style now, 
ons F e that) it is not my Way to confound the Wiſdom - 
ce. | of the Wiſe of this World, by a Proof of ſupe- 
eek | * rior human Learning and Wifdom, overtopping 
ped IR © theirs No: This never was my Way; and is 
ave = © Reaſon enough for me to give, why I do not de- 
Je- (liver a Language and Style, tranſcendently above 
irit = theirs. I know it would produce nothing. For, 
\u- © who would be capable of judging it to be the 
me 3 © Voice of God, by the Purity of the Language, 
ay, = © and Correctneſs of the Style? Why, an incon- 
ter „ ſiderable Part of Mankind would be capable of 
ib: ( ſeeing that Excellence, and the Generality would 
rit, little profit by it. Nor would this of Style and 
oke Language demonſtrate it more from me, than 


© other Circumſtances I now give. The evil One, 
* the Enemy of Mankind, might well be allowed 
ct capable of thoſe Perfe&ions in Language. My 
e way has been to confound the Wiſdom of the 
“ Wife of this World, by Fooliſhneſs. The Power 
© of God, in Meanneſs and Lowlineſs of verbal 
<« Expreſſions, ſuits more to my glorious univerſal 
* comprehenſive Ends. Let them, the Triflers in 


M © own 


Learning, let them harden themſelves” in their 
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cc own Pride; ſince they are too high-ſtomach'd 
© to be taught of God; ſince they build upon 
cc their own Bottom, and will not come unto me, 
and ſcorn to learn of, nay to admit of, Inſpira- 
« tion.” Now, that the Spirit in aſſerting Defects 
in Style and Language, upon the antient Scripture- 
Prophets, ſtands juſtified by Men of much more 
Learning m the inſpired Text of the Hebrew and 
Greek than Mr. Owen, many might be cited; but 
it ſhall ſuffice to name for the Old Teſtament 
Henry Aynſworth, who upon the Pentateych and Pſalms, 
does often take Notice; that in the Hebrew of it, 


Defect or want of Words is frequent, and other 


Improprieties alſo do abound therein; as, ſome- 
times the ſingular Number is put for the plural; 
ſometimes the ſecond Perſon is uſed for the third; 
ſometimes again, the third Perſon is uſed for the 
firſt ; oftentimes the future is put for the - preſent, 
nay and for the paſt Time; the Maſculine Gender 
ſtands in ſome Places for the Feminine; and in o- 
thers, an active Verb is to be taken for a paſſive; 


and finally, he not only gives us ſundry Inſtances 


of all theſe in the ſacred Text, but exhibits alſo 
ſeveral Hebrew Words, which as they ſignify con- 


trary Things, ſo they are by different Tranſlations | 


rendered in a contrary Senſe, As to the New Te- 
ſtament, Mr. Voce 's Preface to his Paraphraſe on St. 
Paul's Epiſtles, ſays of it, © That it is a Book writ- 
« ten in a Language peculiar to it ſelf, wherein He- 
« brew Conjugations are given to Greek Verbs, in a 
« way unknown to the Grecians themſelves ; and 
© for St. Paul, he has no Ornaments borrowed 
c from the Greek, Eloquence; nay, when he ſays, 
© 1 Cor. ii. 4, that his Preaching was not with the 
« enticing Words of Maus I iſdom, he means by it, 
* that all the ſtudied Rules of the Grecian Schools, 
* which made them ſuch Maſters in the Art of 


* 


< dpeaking, were wholly neglected by him, or the 


* Spirit 
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« Spirit in him.” Moreover, Dr. Nicholi's Conf. 


Part IV, tells us, that the impious Rejecters of all 
Revelation argue thus: The Apoltles would not 
© have wrote ſo barbarous Greek, had they been in- 


« ſpired of God, it being unreaſonable to aſcribe 


&« all their Soleciſms to the Holy Ghoſt : But if 
* the compoſing of the Scriptures was any ways 
« owing to the Holy Ghoſt, methinks they ſhould 
* have been wrote in a much finer Language, than 
« we find they are; for the common Reaſon of 
* Mankind expects, that a Divine Compoſition 
* ſhould have in it the Heighths of Eloquence. 
© Therefore the Meanneſs of the Scripture Style, 
and the want of exact Method, and many uncouth 
& and odd Expreſſions in thoſe Books, has been al- 
BA... care or ng en; 

“ There are many impertinent and trivial Paſſages, in 
ce the Scriptures, and they are full of needleſs Repetiti- 
© ons, trifling Relations, Queſtions, Anſwers and Re- 
marks.” Moſt certainly ſuch kind of Arguing is 
common among the atheiſtical ſort of Men; and if 
it were allowed for a good Argument againſt the 
Inſpiration of the modern Prophets, they might 
take it to be a good one againſt the Scriptures them- 


| ſelves. But Dr. Nicholss Reply to the Arheiſts, 


ſhall be mine, upon this Head, as followeth:“ The 
* holy Scriptures are wrote in a plain and ſimple 
c Style, accommodated to the Uſe of the common 
** People, and many things therein are ſuited to 
their way of Speaking; ſo that, what thoſe 
“ who have ſtudied for an exact and elaborate 
6e Style, may call trivial, God thought wiſely con- 
* trived, for the Capacities of the ordinary Peo- 
e ple, who may be beſt edified thereby. Bur if 
« the Holy Ghoſt had deſigned to write the Bible, 
ce to ſuit the Ears of curious Scholars, he would no 
* doubt have compoſed ſome Parts of it, in a more 
exact and caſtigated Style. But, why muſt the 

M 2 « Holy 


© Holy Ghoſt be obliged to make the Apoſtles 
& ſpeak Greek juſt as they did at Athens? The 
'< Holy Spirit did not think fir to condeſcend to 
« ſuch a Nicety as this; and ſo that the Apoſtles 
ct Doctrine was true, He could not think himſelf 
e obliged to take care of the Fineneſs of their 
4 Greek, or to make them true Grammarians. For 
cc if the Greek of the New Teſtament had been 
& as {ſmooth and pure, as that of Xenophon or Jſocrates, 
ce the Unbelievers would have cavelled at it more, 
ce for its being too much like human Eloquence ; 
c and this would have been a more material Ob- 
« jection to its Inſpiratfon, than its not being wrote 
jn exact Greek, 
By the Scene of Delufions, in Pages 105, 106, 207, 
108, 109, Mr. Owen ſhews ſuch an Air of -Levity 
in dreſſing up a Number of Scraps out of the mo- 
dern Prophets to make them ridiculous, which by 
a Connexion would appear innocent; that there be- 
ing no other Way to apologize for them, but by 
roducing Scraps out of the Holy Scripture, that 
parated from the Contexture, are as abſurd as they; 
which tho” it might be done, as I offer him in pri- 
vate to do, if he ſhall inſiſt upon it; yet becauſe 
any Vindication of the Prophets in that manner by 
Printing, would probably or might tend to harden 
the Prophane, (altho* I know nothing in the Scrip- 
tures that ought to do ſo) I ſhall forbearthe making 
any other Defence, than to repreſent to the Reader 
here, the Preliminary, which Dr. Goodman's Winter- 
Evening Conference with an Atheiſt requires, in 
order to the Succeſs of a Debate upon Revelation : 
to witt; © That in the firſt Place, all Drollery 


[ 


* ſhould be wholly laid aſide, in the Management 


of this Cauſe ; not only becauſe the Buſineſs is 
* two gs 28 and ſolemn, to be lightly and tri- 
* flingly dealt withal ; but eſpecially, becauſe that 
** wanton Trick of Drollery, is the only Engine us 
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ce the World, that can do Miſchief to Religion. 


© But there is no Fence againſt this Flail of pro- 
« phane and ſcurrilous Buffoonry, which is able to 
cc render the moſt ſolid and ſubſtantial Truth, ri- 
te diculous. Therefore, ſpeculative Atheiſts are 
«© commonly well gifted this Way; and the beſt 
ce of their Game is, to put off that with a Jeſt, 
cc which they can never anſwer with all the Wit 
ff they have. 

Scene of Deluſions, in the Pages abovementioned, ' 
has however in it, ſome Collection (ſays he) of re- 
proachful and anjuſt Cenſures, on all God's Mini- 
ſters, without diſtinction; which in Juſtice to the 
Accuſer of the Brethren, (the Devil) I muſt father 
upon him, for his Image they bear. 

Anſw. Mr. Owen, it ſeems, takes himſelf to be 
within the diſtinction; for otherwiſe, he allows in 
ſome. ſort the Charge to be juſt, ſaying in Page 
3 of his Preface, we have been often called upon to try 
the Spirit, and I think juſtly cenſured for our 2 and 
ſtrange Neglect, a few only excepted But why he 
ſhould think himſelf worthy to be excepted, I can- 
not ſee, ſince he does father upon the Devil ſuch 
Cenſures, as he does not offer one Word to prove un- 
juſt. Taking them therefore to be juſt Cenſures, un- 
til he ſhall evince them to be otherwiſe ; we ſay, 
the Spirit in Jaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Ze- 
chariah, Malachi, John Baptiſt, and even our meek 


Saviour the Maſter-Teacher, did without diſtinction, 


and as ſharply, reprove the Prieſts and Phariſees of 
old; who were a Miniſtry of God's own Inſtitu- 
tion, as much as any now; and they were Men 
that had (for ought I know) almoſt as good a Con- 
ceit of their own perſonal Excellencies, as others 
now have. | | 


Mr, 


— 
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Tits Mr. Owen's Sixth Argument. 


Will 6 Scene of Deluſions, p. 109, The Slowneſs of this 
gl Prophetick Motion, is a Stumbling to many: For it 


lb has been on foot for ſeveral Years, without that re- 
markable Succeſs, with which true Religion was 
uſually attended, when publiſhed by inſpired Per- 
ſons. And can we ſuppoſe, that the All-wiſe God .. 
ſets up an extraordinary Miniſtry, to be baffled 

by every Oppolition ? TL 
Anſw. This (it ſeems) is an Argument for ſtum- 
bling to man); and, on the other ſide, it can be no 
ſtumbling to mamy, it they will but lend an Ear, a little 
further to the Arguments of Mr. Owen, why it 
ſhould be no ſtumbling ; for, ſays he, in Page 17, 
88, © Teaching by Inſpiration, has not been 
« always attended with Succeſs. Did not the Pro- 
c phets of old teach by the Spirit, and at the ſame 
« time cry out, Lord, who has believed our Report? 
« Is it not ſaid of our blefled Lord, he did not 
c many mighty Works in his own Country, becauſe of 
* their-Unbelief? And yet no Body doubts, but he 
* taught by the Spirit. The Apoſtles alſo, who 
« were inſpired Teachers, lament their ill Succeſs ; 
& nay, did our bleſſed Lord come down now, and 
« preach himſelt, his Miniſtry would probably be 
«© unſucceſsful; for, if Men will not hearken to 
e thoſe who preach of Chriſt and the Spirit, nei- 
te ther would they hearken to the immediate 
e 'Teachings of Chriſt, or of the Spirit. Nay ſur- 
« ther, p. 10. Origen, Who lived about 230 Years 
« after Chriſt, ſhews (indeed) that in his Time 
% Chriſtianity had ſpread, where the Roman Armies 
« were ſcarce heard of. (But what was this to the 
* Succeſs of Mahomet,) whoſe Religion in 80 Years 
e Time, extended itſelf over more Kingdoms and 
« Countries, than ever the Dominion of the Ro- 
& mans could in 800 Years; and there are three 
| Empires 
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« Empires of it at this Day, that of Turkey, that 
ce of Perfia, and that of the Mogul in Jadia, the 
ce largeſt and moſt potent upon the Face of the 
« Earth, which God permits of his All-wiſe Pro- 


c yidence, pag. 59. 
Mr. Owen's Seventh Argument, p. 1 12, 113, 
The contradictory Inſpirations delivered by the 


New Prophets, is a farther Argument againſt them. 
For the Holy Spirit is always conſiſtent with himſelf, and 


his ſacred Inſpirations never claſh, as thoſe of the New 


Prophets do. But Mr. Whitroe has frequently had 
contradictory Inſpirations to the other Prophets, 
and charged them with Falſhoods; and, on the 
other Hand, they thro' the Spirit publickly pro- 
nounced him a Schiſmatick, and a falſe Prophet. 
Yet he had his Agitations, and ſpoke under Exſtacy 
in the ſame manner as they, and delivered as good 
Inſtructions as any of them all. 

Anſw. Agitations and Exſtacy are only Proofs of 
the Superintendency of a Spirit good or evil, but 
they do not of themſelves denominate which, and 
may be alike from a good or an evil One ; nay up- 
on the ſame Perſon, as it was in the Caſe of Saul 
and of Judas Firlt the Spirit of the Lord may 
come upon them, and afterwards an evil Spirit from 
the Lord. Thus perhaps it might be alſo with 
Simon Magus, Acts viii. For himſelf believed, and 
when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, in the 
ſame Profeſſion as the reſt, both of the Men and 
Women, Yer. 12; upon whom, Peter and John lay- 
ing their Hands, the Holy Ghoſt viſibly came up- 
on them, that is, by ſome Appearances open to the 
Eye; and among them undiſtinguiſhably, by the 
Text, was Simon. After which, Peter did charge 
him no further, than that his Heart was not right in 
the Sight of God, which by the Spirit of Diſcernment 
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Las perceived of Peter; and the coticealed Bond 
of Iniquity he lay under, appeared afterwards 


(as the Antients report it) to be chiefly that 
Thus Yhitroe was often 
reproved, whilſt he made a fair Shew of Religion, 
and Repentance for his former Extravagancies; and 
was afterwards ſentenced as a falſe Prophet, ſome- 
times as acting in his own Spirit, and ſo an Im 

ſtor, ſomerimes as influenced extraordinarily by an 
evil One; and therefore, utterly diſowned by 
the Prophets, as one not actuated by the ſame Spi- 
rit. After which Condemnation, his Avarice and 
Ambition alſo, as in Simon Magus, did manifeſtly 
appear to all the World, in a very little Time: For 
by preaching the Doctrine, that all Men ought to 
give unto the Poor, whatſoever they had, unto the 
laſt Penny, thereby deſtroying all Property ; he got 
from Sir R. Bulckley enough, not only to pay his ma- 
ny Debts, but to live profuſely himſelf for a Time, 
and to lay up alſo a good Proviſion or Stock to ſub- 
fiſt on, as appeared upon Sir R. Bulckley's Death. 
But if Mr. Owen can make out, that he was as good 
in his Inſtructions as any of them all, he muſt either 
prove that the levelling Doctrine is in it ſelf found, 
which they ſay is anti-ſcriptural, and that every thing 
which is contrary to Scripture muſt be falſe; or elſe it 
remains upon him to prove, what I have ſhewed 
at latge in Chapter III, he has not yet done, that 
the Prophets do advance ſome other Doctrine as 
anti-ſcriptural, as that of Levelling, in bi iroe; 
otherwiſe this 1s a meer Slander, which may God 
give him Repentance for, and Forgiveneſs of. 
Moreover, like unto the Caſe of Simon Magus, it is 
reported by the Antients, that Nicholas, one of the 
ſeven Deacons full of the Holy Ghoſt, Adds vi, pro- 


ved afterwards the Father of the abominable Nicho- 


laitans, Rev. ii: And that Phygellus, Hermogenes and 
Demas, who are mentioned to have turned _ 
| | om 


1 

from St. Paul, were of the ſeventy Diſciples, who 
wrought Miracles by our Saviour's Authority. Be- 
ſides all whom, St. Paul mentions falſe Apoſtles in the 
Chriſtian Churches, who contradicted him ; St. Fohn 
alſo mentions the like, that withſtood him, ſxch as 
went out from us, but were not of us; St. Jude and 
St. Peter ſpeak of the like Contradictors; after 
theſe, Cerinthus and many others, ſtood under a 
Chriſtian Name in Oppoſition to ſound Doctrine, 
and to the Spirit then ruling in the Church, by his 
extraordinary Gifts, in particular that of Diſcern- 
ment. Now, I ſuppoſe, that the Contradictions of 
all theſe, notwithſtanding the great Miracles of Si- 
mon Magus, was not a ſufficient Argument againſt 
the Divine Inſpirations of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets in the Chriſtian Church, for the firſt hundred 
Years; becauſe the ſaid Contradictions were not 
from one and the {ame Spirit, bur from different Spi- 
rits, tho' under the ſame common Name of Chri- 
ſtian ; neither then, was the Spirit among the modern 
Prophets, any ways inconſiſtent with himſelf, becauſe of 
Whitrce's Contradictions, who was acted by ano- 
ther and a foreign Spirit; tho' Mr. Owe: muſt here- 
in appear inconſiſtent with himſelf as a Chriſtian 
Miniſter, to make an Argument of it. 

The ſecond Contradiction charged upon the Pro- 
phets, is in p. 112, thus. The Spirit tells Marion, 
I will oon call thee out of this Country, thou ſhalr 
depart in two Days. Yet the very next Day, being 
Decemb. 20. 1706. the Spirit alters his Mind, and 
bids him not depart without expreſs Command, which he 
ſhould receive ſoon, but did not. And can that be 
a good Spirit, that ſays and unſays, after the Man- 
ner of fallible Men ? | | 

Anſw. What is poſitive here, in the Words of the 
Spirit, is no more than, that he ſhould not depart the 


Country without an expreſs Command, which he did ſoon 


receive (by Mr. Ower's leave) and did accordingly 
N deparr, 


(99) 
depart. * But here is no ſuch thing as ſaying and 
unſaying ; for the Term of two Days may eaſily be 
conſtrued to mean only a little Time, undeterminate; 
as the uo Days, by the Scope of the Context meant, 
Hop. vi. 2. But as to any latent and remote Senſe 
of prophetick Time, having largely treated of it 
about Predictions unfulfilled, and there proved, 


that a Day is commonly conſtrued for a Tear ; I add 


here, that in Zeb. iv. 7, the limiting of a certain 
Time to a Day, had reſpe& to ſome Time undefined, 
which ſhould occur many Ages after it was ſpoken. 
So likewiſe in Revel. xi, there is mention of 42 
Months, and of 1260 Days, and at length of three 
Days and a half; nevertheleſs Commentators gene- 
rally agree, that the three Days and a half, do de- 
fine the ſame Space of Time, as the 1260 Days, 
meaning 1260 Years. But prophetick Times are ſo 
differently conſtrued, that in Gen. xxiv, 55, ten Days 
are in the Margin ten Months; and upon the ten 
Days in Rexel. ii. 10, ſome in Pool's Synopfis aſſert, 
that a Number certain in Prophecy, 1s often pur 


for an uncertain one, as it is underſtood of the 


7000, Revel. xi. 13. and alſo in Gen. xxxi. 7. Levit. 
xxvi. 26. Numb. xiv. 22. Job xix. 3. But if Mr. 
Owen's Way to meaſure Scripture Times predicted, 
by reckoning a Day to mean a natural Day, were to 


take place; I think it would equally overturn the 
Authority of Scripture-Prophecies, as the applying 


it to Marions two Days would that of the modern 
Inſpiration, And therefore, becauſe by ſeveral of 
the above-mentioned Conſtructions of Scripture 
Days, that of Marion's two Days may ſtand Fuklified 
as a Prediction, there is no Contradiction in this 
Point. „ 

Scene, p. 112, mentions a third Contradiction in 
the New Prophets, thus. Marion in his Warnings 
makes God always to ſpeak to him, and yet in his 
Depoſitions, he knows not whether God ſpeaks in him or 
not. 5 Anſw. 


Ss. 

- Anſw. Mario's Words, in his Depoſition, are, I 
am fully aſſured that it is God's Holy Spirit, or his An- 
gel, that ſpeaks by me, which is widely different from 
the Senſe Mr. Owen puts upon them; whereby we. 
find that he chimes in partly with the Sadducees, for 
the Phariſees ſaid touching St. Paul, Acts xxiii. 9, if 
a Spirit or an Angel hath ſpoken to him, let us not 
fight againſt God. The Commentators upon which 
Text ſay, that a $Þirit means there an Inſpiration An- 
gelical, and ſtands diſtinguiſhed ſo, from the Appear- 
ance or Viſion of an Angel. Nevertheleſs, if we 
believe that the Prophecy of Zechariah was the Word- 
of God; we mult of Neceſſity own, that Marion's 
Words have no Contradiction in them; for in the 
ſix firſt Chapters of Zechariah, the Words, the Angel 
that talked with me, occur ſucceſſively eleven Times; 
and the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Syriac and Arabic, 
have them as otten, de Angel that ſpake in me; and 
yet he commiſſioned that Prophet to ſpeak in the 
Name of God, Ch. i. 14, 15, 16, 17. And thus 
the Angel in Deborah is allowed to have inſpired 
her Son, Judg. v. 23. Thus again Elias was com- 
miſſioned by an Angel to ſay, Thus ſaith Fehovah, 
2 Kings ii. 3, 4; and the Commentators on Ver. 15, 
allow it might be, by an internal Inſviration of the 
Ange), The like alſo may be obſerved of Ezekiel in 
Chapters ii, and iii. Jſaiah alſo joins it, the Lord 
God and his Spirit hath ſent me, thus ſaith the Lord, 
Ch. xlviii. 16, 17. And an Angel, or Angels, ſhall 
preach the Goſpel to every Nation on the Earth, 
Rev. xiv. 6, Laſtly, the Spirit of Chriſt in Stephen 
ſays, the Law was given by the Diſpoſition (Azurayas 
every where elſe render'd the Commandment) of An- 
gels, Acls vii. 53. And St. Paul makes the Law 
the Word ſpoken by Angels (not reſtrictedly to one An- 
gel of the Covenant) yet God ſpake all theſe Words, 
Exod. xx ; and every where elſe Moſes aſcribes unto 
God, whatever Law was N. Therefore I leave it 
| 2 to 


(692) 
to Mr. Owen to tell us, how the Contradiction ſtood, 
between the Spirit of Chriſt and Maſes; or elſe, I 
hope he and all others, will acquit the modern Pro- 
phets of a Contradiction in this Point of Marion. 

Scene, p. 112, mentions a fourth Contradiction, 
thus. The Spirit by Marion ſays, p. 45, the deſtroy- 
ing Angels ſhall deſtroy ozly the tenth Part of the 
Earth and of Mankind. Yet in p. 47, it is, I'll 
make a new World, I'll deſtroy all utterly. * 

_ Anſw, Here Mr. Owen, according to his cuſto- 
mary Way of Citations, adds the Word only; and 
I do confeſs there was ſome need of this Addition, 
to make the reſt look like a Contradiction; for other- 
wiſe, Marions Words may, for ought I know, have 
no more Contradiction in them, than thoſe of St. 
John; ſince by Revel. xi, the tenth Part of the City 
Fell in the ſecond Woe, and in the third Woe God 
ſhall deſtroy them that corrupt the Earth, that is, 
the Wicked : Now the third Woe here being ex- 
pounded by the ſeven laſt Plagues, Ch. xvi; the If- 
ſue of it followeth, Ch. xviii, that Babylon that great 
City fell, and was utterly deſtroyed ; or ſo thrown down, 
as not to be found any more at all, Wherefore the 
tenth Part of the City falling in one Chapter, is no 
Contradiction (unleſs Mr. Owen's only be added) to 
the Whole falling, and being deſtroyed afterwards, 
in the other Chapter.. The like may be ſaid of 

Marions tenth Part deſtroyed firſt, and afterwards 

the whole. 
Scene, p. 112, recites a fifth Contradiction from 
Marions Book, p. 43, thus. The Spirit threatens 
to begin with Pharaoh (or the French King;) and 
in another Place, tis England ſhall be firlt wifited. 

Anſw. Marion's Predictions are, that God would 
begin his Judgments (upon thoſe that corrupt the 
Earth) with the Feuch King or Kingdom; and 
this may very well agree with England being firſt vi- 
fed; for the Words, touching both the age? 1 
0 


(93) 


of France and England, may be conſtrued, without any 
Contradiction, to mean, that they ſhall be among the 
firſt. For I find in Iſaiah Ix. 9, Surely the Iſles ſhall 
wait for me, and the Ships of Tarſhiſþ firſt. Where the 
Polyglot Tranſlations do all render it, among the firſt, 
or at the beginning. Wheretore the ſame Conſtruc- 
tion may ſerve in the modern Prophecy, that France 
and England ſhall be among the firſt, under the di- 
vine Judgments, 

Scene, p. 112, relates a ſixth Contradiction, thus. 
The Spirit ſays, you are not to pray for my Enemies; 
and the new Prophets ſay, we plead not for the 
World, thy Enemies. Lacy, Part 2d, p. 7, 18. And 
yet in Page 24, under Inſpiration of the ſame Spirit, 
he prays for them in theſe Words, Lord, hb er- 


ing to thy Enemies; ſo again, p. 45, O Lord, haue 
Compaſſion on the Ignorant and Unbelieving, who are 


God's Enemies. 
Anſuer. The Paſſage cited from p. 24, the Con- 
text proves not to be at all a Prayer for God's Ene- 


mies; but an Interceſſion with God to be merciful 


and gracious to his Servants, from the Plea, that he is 
long-ſuffering to his Enemies; the latter place runs thus, 
O Lord have Compaſſion on the Ignorant and Unbelieving, 
thro” a long Prejudice: Now. thoſe who are Ignorant and 
Unbelieving, meerly through long Prejudice of E- 
ducation, are not the Enemies of God deſcribed before 
in Pages 7, 18, for there they are termed obdurate 
Rejetters of Chriſt, and Oppoſers of his aſcending the 
Throne of his Father David, that is, of or to his 
filling up the Prediction of his Melchizedechal Kings 
dom, Pſalm cx. For the Caſe of the Ignorant and 
Unbelieving, thro! the Prejudice meerly of Educa- 
tion, and a want of Means to be better inſtructed, 
is widely different from the Caſe of thoſe who are 
obſtinate Oppoſers, for their own worldly Honour 
and Intereſts ſake ; and ſo theſe latter do ſtand in 
the Place of Antichriſt and Babylon, that are to be 

| | deſtroyed 
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4094) 
deſtroyed by the Spirit of Chriſt's Mouth ; as he 
is Melchi-Zedec, that is, the King of Juſtice, There- 
fore the Prayer in p. 45, does not contradict the 
Injunction given in p. 7, 18. 

Scene, p. 113, relates the Seventh and laſt Con- 
tradiction among the modern Prophets, thus. 
Their Inſpiration ſiys of Mr. Lacy's third Book, 
This is the laſt Warning you will be commanded col- 
lectively to give the World; and that a very few more 
ſhould be added to that one Inſpiration in p. 147. 
Yet contrary to this Command of the Spirit, they 
printed another Book ſince, call'd 4 Collection of 
prophetical Warnings ; and ſince that, the Edinburgh 
and 2 Warnings alſo, and others, were pub- 
liſh'd. 

Anſwer. The Spirit has generally accommodated 


himſelf to che Engliſh Uſage and Cuſtom of Speech; 
and though it be a Fault therein that the Plural 


you, is often uſed when it means thou the Singular; 
in the Citation above, Mr. Lacy aſſuredly knew, 
that the Words you vill be commanded, were perſo- 
nally to himſelf, as expreſly as if they had been, 
thou wilt be commanded collectively to'give the World; 


and accordingly he order'd the Title Page to have, 


Warnings by John Lacy, the third and laſt Parr. 
Nay, he knew this more particularly, by the ſame 
Form of Expreſſion, uſed but three Lines after ; 
you will wonder, when I bring a Meſſage of welcome 
News to you, very ſuddenly ; becauſe inſtantly before 
thoſe Words, a glorious Angel deſcended cloſe to 
him, as a M-flenger to himſelf, Neither was the 
aboveſaid Order underſtood otherwiſe, by any of 
the Prophets; and ſo the publiſhing of a whole Book 
of James Cunningham's Warnings, and thoſe other 
Books above-mention'd, were no ways contradictory 
to it. Wherefore upon the whole; ſeeing that it 
has ſufficiently appear d, that there is not one 
Contradiction in all theſe ſeven Points, which Mr. 
22 Owen 


. any 


33 


Oden charges to be ſuch; it is needleſs to make 
any Reflection upon the Inferences he draws, from 


a Concluſion that is proved to be falſe, 


* „ Sw 


C HAP. VI. 


HE Eighth and concluding Argument 

againſt the New Prophets, Scene, p. 113, is 

(ſaith he) the Manner of delivering their 
Warnings, which being always ecſtatical, more or leſs, is 
to me apparently unſcriptural. For by theſe ecſtatick 
Inſtances, and ſtrange Agitations, which they mag- 
nity as indubitable Signs of the good Spirit's Pre- 
ſence, I demonſtrate they are influenced by an Evil 
Spirit, p. 115. ſince the Pagan Prophets very rarely 
underſtood the Meaning of their own. Viſions, be- 
ing depriv'd of the proper Uſe of their Intellectuals; 
and the Mahometans account Madmen as Oracles, on 
the ſame account, p. 116. But they were only falſe 
Prophets who ſpoke under ecſtatical Motions, and twas 
never yet proved that the true Prophets did ſo ; the an- 
tient Prophets, when ſent upon any prophetick 
Meſlage, immediately delivered it to the Parties 
concerned, without being in Agitations, or wait- 
ing for the ſacred Impulſe, p. 118, 119. The Pa- 
nick Fears and Conſternations, that ſome of the 
true Prophets might ſometimes be under, did not 


amount to Ecſtaſies, or ecſtatick Agitations and 


Tremblings ; but that they had ſome particular 


Indication of the Spirit's Preſence is not deny'd, p. 


121. To conclude, I have proved by many In- 
ſtances, that thoſe Prophets who acted by an Evil 
Spirit, had violent Agitations of the Body, and in- 
ſtructed their Auditors in an ecſtatick Poſture ; 


ZW which I am ſatisfied cannot be prov*d of the true 


Prophets, p. 124. 4 
uſwer 


5 (96) 
© Anſwer. That Perſons infpired by an Evil Spirit, 
had Eeſtaſies and ecſtatical Motions, either com- 
monly or often, is acknowledged on all Hands; 
and Cyril tells us, Cat. 16, That falſe Prophets imi- 
tated the true Ones, in the Divine Power and Impulſe, 
that ſo they might paſs for true. But ſince the meer 
Aſſertion of any Man, St. Cyril, Mr. Owen, or be 
it who it will, ought not to be eſteemed a Foun- 
dation of Faith, in any Point whatſoever, that 
depends upon God's Revelation of himſelf; it re- 
mains to enquire what the Divine Records or Te- 
ſtimonies afford us, touching that of Ecſtaſy, 
which imports an Over-ruling or Depreſſion of the 
natural Powers in Man, both intellectual and fen- 
ſitive, for the Time it continnes ; and this Depreſſion 
of the natural Powers, is agreed on all Hands to 
be ſignified by Eaſy, altho* it be but ſeldom meant 
of a total Suppreſſion of them; but the Word com- 
monly is underſtood to include any greater or leſs 
degree of an over-ruling them, in a Manner unuſual 
and extraordinary, differently from their natural 
Exerciſe and Motion; ſo that many times ſuch an 
Alienation of Mind did attend, as diſcover'd irſelf 
in very extravagant Actions and Deportment, from 
whence the Prophet was frequently call'd a Mad- 
man. But (ſays Mr. Owen) they were only falſe Pro- 
phets, that were in ſuch Circumſtances of Ecſtaſy, 
and *twas never yet proy'd that the true Prophets 
were ſo; which I now proceed to examine from 
the Sacred Text. | 
I could have wiſhed for his own ſake, that: Mr. 
Owen had not uſed the words Pannick Fears and Con- 
ſternations, in deſcribing the Condition of Prophets 
at the Time when the Word of God was given | 
them, becauſe they are the very Words that the | 
Scoffers at all Divine Revelation do ſerve them- 
ſelves of, in deriding it; with whom alſo he joins 
again, in ſaying that Viſions are * 
only | 
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(97) 
only to the imaginative Faculty in Man; which his 
Philoſophy makes to be the weakeſt part of Intel- 
lect in _—_ and therefore the moſt eaſily receptive 
of Deluſions; whereas Mr. Locke s Treatiſe of Hu- 
man Underſtanding lays, that Imagination is not in 
the human Soul, a Faculty diſtin& from that of the 
Rational Intellect, but inſeparably conjoin'd with 
it. Wherefore, without entring into Debate a- 
bout any Point philoſophical; I lay before the 
Reader the Words inſpired of every Text quoted, 
and the Comments thereupon of learned Divines in 
Pool 's Hnopſis, who (there can be no doubt) underſtood 
Philoſophy as well at leaſt as Mr. Ouen, but who 
thought themſelves in Chriſtian Duty bound, to 
adhere critically to the inſpired Word itſelf; which 
Mr. Owen (it ſeems) was loth to frame his Opi- 
nion 1n this Matter by, and therefore has ſupputed 
in its ſtead (as here under appears more fully) a phi- 
loſophical Standard, whereby he would try and de- 
termine touching every Revelation; althoꝰ this phi- 


| loſophical Scheme of his, be no other than ſuch, as 


Spinoſa and Mr. Hobbs have uſed, moſt cunningly to 
undermine and invalidate the Scripture-Revelations; 
as I could demonſtrate by Citations trom them, 


.compar'd with thoſe of the above-ſaid Author; 


whom we now reply to, with an Aſſurance to the 
wiltully of my own upon 
the Texts following, while I tranſlate and report 
from Poo!'s Synopfis, the Comments of very eminent 
Maniſters ; who cannot poſſibly be taxed with par- 
tially favouring any ſort of Enthuſiaſm, and in par- 
ticular, that of the modern Prophets; tho? to in- 


ſtance the Names of thoſe Commentators, would 
. (I think) be of little Uſe to the common Readers. 


To begin with the Extaſy, wherein the Senſes 


were in a manner al-ſuppreſſed. We find Abraham, 
the Father of the Faithful, affected with it; for the 
_ Greek is, an Extaſy fell upon him, Gen. xv. 12, where 
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to execute their 
and Senſes were ſuperſeded ; ſo that (ſay the Learn- 


tators, he was almoſt without Life ; all Strength to ſup- 


(9) 


s render it 4 deep Sleep; in which Circumſtance 


God ſpake to him. Again, before that admirable 


Prophecy touching the Meſſiah, Numb. xxiv, the 
Spirit of God came upon Balaam, and he fell into 
a Trance or Extaſy (by the Gr.) and upon this Oc- 


caſion the Learned obſerve, that when he fell upon 
his Face to the Ground, it was from Inability to bear up 
under the Spirit of God, that deprived him of his Sen- 


ſes; and it was a Condition uſual to thoſe, upon whom 


«the Spirit of Prophecy deſcended.” For, in 1 Sam. xix, 


the Crit of God came upon Saul and his Meſſen- 


gers, ſent to take David; and they were from that 


divine Operation on them, deprived of Strength, 
Purpoſe, and ſo far their Reaſon 


ed) then Saul fell down naked on the Ground, it was 


but as others, who were taken with and poſſeſſed by that 
Divine Spirit; for in ſuch a Caſe, the exterior Senſes did 
not perſorm their 
preſſed by the Spirit of God, they often loſt their Senſes, | 
and therefore no wonder that Saul here loſt the Senſe of 
Shame, in flinging off all his Clothes; and as he lay 
. proſtrate on the Ground, all that Day 
. Night, it was becauſe he was 
| Senſe to ariſe ; yet both he and his Meſſengers, un- 
der all this Circumſtance, did propheſy. More- 
over, the Commentators do expreſly ſay, upon the 
| Caſe of Balaam, that the frequent falling of Exe- 
kiel upon his Face, when Revelations were given 
him, was in like manner from a Deprivation of 


Offices : When the Prophets were im- 


and all that 
deprived of Strength and 


th and Ability to ſtand, and was parallel to 


that of Balaam, Ezek. 1.28. and in the xxxviith, xliiid, 


and-xlivth Chapters. Again in Dan. viii. 17, 18, 27. 
Ch. v. 6. Ch. x. 8—11. Sometimes Daniel is aſ- 


Et ſerted to ſtand trembling, ſometimes to fall with 
his Face upon the Ground, ſometimes to be in an 


Extaſy, or deep Sleep, wherein, ſay the Commen- 
port 
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port the Body, was taken from his Nerves ; all his Senſes 
external-and internal were ſuppreſſed : Nay, for a Time, 
an univerſal Decay and Deſtitution of Spirits ſeized the 
whole Body. Furthermore, upon Matth. xvii. 6, 7, 
where Peter, James, and John fell on their Faces, 
the Learned iay, This alſo was a ſudden Deprivation. 
of all Senſe and Feeling, as that in Dan. viii. 17 3. nor 
can the Context bear any other Interpretation; for the A- 
poſtles are here ſo ſtruck, and diſturbed in the State of their 
Mind, that they neither ſpoke, or afled any thing, with 
a ſober Judgment. In another Place, when in Rev. 
i, 10, 17, St. John was in the Spirit, and fell down 
as dead: The Expoſitors there and elſewhere, 
when the ſame Expreſſions occur in the Revelati- 
ons, tell us the Meaning of them to be, that be 
was in an ly; that is, a State wherein de was 
out of himſelf (as Peter, Acts xii. 9, 11.) and under» - 
flood nothing by the Perception of his Senſei, or f his 
Mind; but the Faculties of the Mind being taken away, 
he was in the Spirit, as it ſtands in Oppoſition to his 
being in the Ute of them; and this is the Definition 
of a Rapture by the Divine Spirit, and of one inſpired 
with ſacred Enthuſiaſm. But upon this Head, it 
ſhall ſuffice to add the Condition of the Man, of 
whom the Apoſtle of the Gentiles gloried, 2 Cor. xii, 
that when he was in Chriſt, that is, ſay the Com- 
mentators, in the Spirit of Chriſt, as St. John was in 
the Spirit, Rev. i. 10; his Reaſon. and his Senſes 
were ſo taken away, that he could not tell, whe- 
ther he was in the Body, or out of the Body. . 
Having thus, in the foregoing Section, produced 
many I s of that Extaſy, wherein the Facul- 
ties of the Mind and badily Senſes were in a man- 
ner totally ſuppreſſed ; it follows to enquire from 
the ſacred Text, whether the Prophets of God 
were affected with the leſſer Degree of Extaſy, to 
wit, a ſuppreſſing, or over-ruling, but in part, the 
intellectual and ſenſible * naturally in * 
0 2 n 


(160) 
And accordin gl, we find Faac, under the Superin” 
e 


5 tendeney of the prophetical Spirit, Gen. xxvii. 33, 
it, trembled with a great Frembling greatly ; and up- 
1 on this firſt Inſtance, it is not amiſs to obſerve the 
ft Traditions of the” more. antient Jewiſh Rabbins, 
lk touching the outward Signs and Manner of Pro- 
"te pheſying ; to wit, that all the Prophets, except Moles, 
| when they propheſyed, their Joints trembled, and Strength | 
ik 22 failed,” anũ their own Thoughts were diſturbed or 
W rerrupred; as Haiab ſays of himſelf, Ch. xxi. 4, my 
1 Mid war diftrafied, or wandered, for ſo the He- 
Wl breid, Greek, | Chaldean, Syriac, Arabic, and others 
= 7 have it. Buxtorf does moreover tell us, that the 
1 generally received Opinion among the Jews was, 
that when the Spirit of Prophecy came upon a Man, it 
[| took away all the Strength and Firmneſs of his Body, and 
10 ſeized him with Terror and violent Shaking. Ant. Hul- 
fins's Theol. Jud. ſays alſo, The manner of Propheſying 
A bas its peculiar Symptoms, wherein tho the Eſſence of 
| Prophecy dves not properly confift, the Rabbins neverthe- 
{| 4 do even place the very Efſence of Prophecy (or its 
1 Definition) in thoſe Forms and Manners. And that 


theſe Opinions of the Fews are admitted by many 
© Chriſtian Doctors, will appear from their Comments 
upon ſeveral Texts enſuing, as well as thoſe already 
named; particularly, when Numb. xi. 5, the Spirit 
reſted upon the ſeventy Elders, and they prophe- 
fyed; their Expoſition is, the Spirit here means the 


| (or Appearance) of Prophecy, as a general Pan 
ll it: So that by the Form and Manner of Speech, there 
lf war Evidence upon them, of being atted by the Divine 
Wi Spirit; and theſe extraordinary Acts or Mibies in Pre- 
i phefying, continued upon them- all that Day; which ſeemed 
| | to be a Seal that God put to their new" Authority; which 
0 Seal was alſo put to the new Authority of Feptha, 
ö Jud xi. 29. And where we have the Spirit came up- 


bi on, the Hebrew and its moſt antient Tranſlations are, 
[ the Spirit cloathed Gideon and Amaſay, Jud. vi. 34. 
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and 1 Chrop. xii. 18. From which Alluſion unto 


Garments, we may juſtly infer, that ſomething ap- 
peared on them viſibly affecting the Body; for the 


| Garment is open to the Eye of all Men, whereas a 


irit in itſelf is viſible to none. In Agreement 
— which Inference, when the Spirit of the Lord 
to moe Sampſon at Times, the Hebrew is, te 

agitate him by Imervali, implying a violent Motion 
on him; sccordingly, in Jud. xiv. 6, 19, the Spi- 
rit of the Lord came mighti/; upon him, the Hebrew 
Word expreſſes, ruſhed upon him ; ſhadowing out the 
Impetuoſity of a. Guſt of Wind, that tho inviſible 
in it ſelf, yet ſufficiently diſcovers its Agency on a 
Tree, by the Agitation of the Branches and Leaves: 
In like manner, when the Joints and Fibres of a hu» 
man Body, are ſuddenly invaded with unnatural 
Emotions, without Pain and Illneſs natural, this 
is a plain Demonſtration, of an inviſible Agent up- 
on him. © Afterwards, in 1 Sam. x, where Samuel 
predicted unto Saul, the Spirit of the Lord will come 
upon thee, and thou ſhalt propheſy ; the Greek renders, 
will leap upon thee; and not only here, but in 1 Sam. 
xvi. 13, the Spirit of the Lord came upon David, 
from that Day forward ; the Hebrew and Greek are, 
leaped upon David; and again, 2 Sam. vi. 14, 16, 
the Hebrew expreſſes, that David leaped after the man- 
ner of.a Kid, or 4 Lamb, before the Lord; but in 
the former Text of 1 Sam. xvi, ſeveral Tranſlations 
expreſs it in Pool's. Synopfis, that the Spirit of the Lord 
came upen David. violently, and began to agitate him 
from that Day forward. Moreover, that the. Spirit 


of Prophecy did uſually act upon Men, with a 


Force: efficacious, the Expoſitors do further tell us, 


in the Caſe of. Elihu, Fob xxxii. 18, 19, 20 ; where 


they ſay, the Spirit of the Belly, is a metaphorical 
Phraſe, expreſſing a Conſtraint. or urgent Neceſſity, like 
that of new M ine on the Ferment, in a Cas without 


( 102 
went: And therefore. be ſays, his Bely being ſo 


pent, 
would even burſt without Eaſe given it ; and as a Man 


that is ſwoln up, has Difficulty of Breathing, he ſays, I 
will ſpeak that I may breathe freely, and be no more 
thus ſtreightned. They tell us alſo, that the. Metaphor 
Reference to a Cholick in the Bowels, or to the 
angs of a Woman; as Iſaiab ſays of him- 
ſelf upon a Viſion, that his Loins were filled with 
Pain, Ch. xxi. 3. And as the Greek is in Hoſea ix. 7, 
Ifrael ſhall be tormented, like a Prophet under Bag, , 
even the Man agitated of the Spirit; by which Deke 
nition, {ay the Learned above-mentioned, the true 
Prophet was meant. Furthermore, David alſo, in 


deſcribing his urgent Enforcement to Utterance, 


terms it 4 Fire burning within him, Pſ. xxxix. 2, 3. 
And Jeremiah ſays, Ch. xx. 9, it was a burning Fire 
ut up in his Bones, ſo that he could not with-hold 
from ſpeaking; and the Commentators obſerve 


thereof, that the raging Flame within him put him into 


ſuch a Combuſtion, that he was even befides himſelf, un- 
til he went on, in his Duty of Prophecying. But whilſt 
the Prophets were enforced or compelled of God 
to their Functions, by ſuch Methods as theſe, they 
often met with the Entertainment among Men, of 
being accounted mad: And therefore in 2 Kings 
ix. 4, 11, wherefore came this mad Felow, the Greek 
indeed renders ep:leptical Man, that is, one that fell 
into Fits, as thoſe who have the Falling-Sickneſs; 
but other Tranſlations have it, à Fool, one in a fu- 
rious Rage, fremxical and diſtracted, out of bis Mis; 
and all this from the outſide Appearance of antick 


Poſtures and Behaviour; and therefore the Learned 


comment upon it thus: They knew this Man to be 
a Prophet of God, by his Manner and Behaviour ; for 
Prophets were eſteemed Fools and Madmen, becauſe while 
they were aftuated by the Spirit of Prophecy, their bodily 
Strength failed, aud they ſeemed to be diſtracted; where - 
tore, the Hebrew, and all the Polyglot Verſions, have 
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it, in Jer. xxix. 26, every Man that is mad, and 
propheſyeth, which we render, maketh himſelf a Pro- 
phet. Thus Jeremiah ſtyles himſelf, Ch. vi. 10, 11, 
full of the Fury of the Lord, which the Chaldee ex- 


pounds, I am filled with Prophecy in Fury, from the 
Preſence of the Lord: And the Commentators there, 
and Ezek. iii. 14, ſay, it was not any hot Anger, or 
the Heat of their natural Spirit, but the urging Vebe- 
mence of the Spirit of Prophecy, that did tranſport 
and _ . and ſwelled . with Fury 

m God; as if they were in danger of burſting, un- 
17 0 had vented themſelves, and poured it out. As 
Saul, when the Spirit of God came upon him, his 
Anger burned greatly, and he hewed a Yoke of 
Oxen in Pieces, 1 Sam. xi. 6. Anſwerably to which 


; Senſe of the Vehemence of the Spirit of Prophecy 


forecited, the Learned do comment again upon 
Exzek. viii. 1, thus; When the Hand of the Lord, on 
Spirit fell upon him, we are from the Hebrew Terms to 
conceive, that it fell upon him, like the Force of a pene- 
trating Flaſh of Lightning ; and ſo, whilſt the efficacious 
Operation of the Spirit of God was upon him, he had 
in a ſort put off the Man. ae 

Having thus conſidered the Reaſons the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament yield, for the Opinion 
uſually current of the divine Prophets, that they 
were mad ; as it is written Hoſea ix. 7, the Prophet 
is a Fool, the ſpiritual Man is mad, the Greek there 
is rendred, the Man agitated by the Spirit. Thus alſo 
it might be upon the Account of ſome like manner 
of Propheſying as above-nored, that Feſtus charged 
St. Paul with being mad, As xxvi; and the A- 
poſtle mentioning his being befides himſelf, 2 Cor. v. 
13, the Annotators on the Text ſay ; that his Op- 
ponents did infinuate from St. Paul's Extafies, that he 
was not always right in his Senſes ; and therefore, the 
Word ſober, ſtands in that Place oppoſed to the Actions 
of a Man under the extatick Influens ; * 
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der d literally and grammatically from the Greek, 


(104 
be in the Man poſſeſſed with the Devil, Mark v. 15, 
who upon his Ejection, beeame cloathed, and in his right 
Mind. But even the Maſter of the Houſe was e- 


ſteemed as mad, (John x. 20, and his very Friends 


faid;' A is befides himſelf, Mark iii. 2 1. Tho doubt- 


leſs they meant no more by it, than that there ap- 


upon him ſome ſuch Signs of Prophecy as 


uſed to attend the Old Prophets, as has been in- 


ſtanced above; for his Miniſtry being among the 
Jews, he made himſelf of no Reputation, Phil. ii. 
7, and as one of «the Prophets, Mark vi. 15. No 
wonder then, that his Followers at Pentecoſt were 
talumniated at drunken, from ſomewhat that was 
ſeen at that Time upon them; poſlibly like unto 
hat Feremiah owns of himſelf, Ch, xxiii. 9, that 
all his Bones ſhook, and he was like a drunken 
Man, like a Man whom Wine had quite overcome, 
From the Preſence of the Lord, and from the Manifeſta- 
tion of the Words of his Holineſs; for ſo the Hebrew 
and all in the Polyg/ot concur to give the Senſe. 
And again, the Similitude of a Reed ſhaken with the 
Wind, and aſcribing to John the Baptiſt, that he 
had a Devil, do evidently point at ſome outward 

mptoms of a Spirit's Agency upon him, as in 
the oid Prophets. And thus alſo, As viii. 16, 18, 
when the Holy Ghoſt fel upon thoſe baprized into 
the Faith of Chriſt, there was ſomething viſible to 
the Eye of Simon, which inward Sanctification could 
not be.. Laſtly, that Text in 2 Pet. i. 21, does e- 
qually belong to the Prophets under the New, as 
to thoſe of the Old Teſtament, when it is ren- 


which by Concurrence of the Learned is thus; Pro- 
Phecy was net, or is brought at ary time, by the Will of 
Man; but holy Men of God ſpake, being violently 


moved by the Holy Ghoſt. And the Word ce, 
ſome render, being in an Extaſy ; others, being agi- 
Some cating? > 

er 


2ated; to wit, as in Jud. xiii. 25. 
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(1050 
der it, as the Engliſh does, Acis xxvii. 17, being dri- 
ven; others, being forcibly impelled, as we alſo have 
it, ruſhing, Acts ii. 2. So that it cannot mean leſs 
than, being violently moved. - | hs: | 

But notwithſtanding theſe already multiplied 
Proots, of greater or leſſer Extaſies upon the Scrip- 
ture- Prophets; touching which Mr. Owen ſays, not 
only that he knows nothing of them, but has 

ſitively aſſirmed the Negative, to wit, that the true 
Prophets never had any Extaſies; it remains {till 
neceſſary for me, to evince the fame from the exta- 
tical Actions of the true Prophets, becauſe theſe 
appearing ridiculous and extravagant, he has pe- 
remptorily concluded from them againſt the mo- 
dern Prophets, from the like found upon them. Of 
which ſort of Behaviour, having already hinted at the 
Poſtures of David's Dancing before the Ark, upon 
which Micholl imputed to him a ſhameleſs uncover- 
ing himſelf, as one of the vain Fellows, and he 
owns it in part, by ſaying, I will yet be more vile 
than thus, 2 Sam. vi. 20, 22. Having alſo touched 
upon the Aggncy of the Spirit of Prophecy upon 
Saul and his Meſſengers, when they ſtript them- 
ſelves, and lay naked ,upon the Ground a whole 
Day and Night; I here add the like Action of 
Jaiah, Ch. xx, in walking up and down naked 
three Years together; upon which Caſe, and that 


of himſelf being with his Children, expoſed for 


7 
6 


Signs and Wonders in Tſrael, Ch. viii. 18, the Com- 
mentators obſerve thereon, that the Word in the Ori- 
ginal, Wonder, does intimate, that the prophane Multi- 
tude treated him with Scoffs, and counted him a ſtrange 
phantaſtical Felle, even a common Laughing-/tock, Thus 
David ſays of himſelf, I am as a Monſter to the 
Many, which is a common rendring of the Words 
Pal. Ixx1. 7, a Proverb or Laughing-ſtock ; and the 
Song of the Drunkards, - Pſal. Ixix. 11, 12. Job 
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ſpeaks of Time before his greateſt Afflictions, and 


while he enjoyed Revelations from God, Cb. xxix; 
aſorttime I was a Tabret, that is, a thing often ſtruck 
at for Sport, and to make others merry, Ch. xvii. 6. 
Nay, ſo deſpiſed in his Family, that the Hebrew, 


Greek, Chaldean, Syriack, and Arabick have it, Ch. xix. 


17, my Breath was ſtrange to my Wife, and I made 
earneſt Entreaties to the Children of my own Body, yea 


young Children deſpiſed me. Thus alſo Jeremiah 


was in Deriſion daily, and there was a Multitude 
gathered after him by his own Kindred, who were 


of the Prieſthood, Ch. xii. 6; but, no doubt, they 
did juſtify themſelves in that Deriſion, by his ri- 


diculous Actions of wearing Yokes about his Neck, 
and making a Preſent at length of them to every 
foreign Ambaſlador refiding at Jeruſalem; they 
might probably alſo upbraid him with going of a 
Fool's Errant, when he went ſome hundred Miles 
to hide a Linnen Girdle, in the Hole of a Rock: 
But he might juſtly call that a woful Day, 
wherein he ceaſed from the Functions of a Prieſt, 
to ſerve God as à Prophet; for, afteg he had ſum- 
moned the Antients of the Prieſts and of the Peo- 
ple, to ſee the Ceremony of, his breaking à Potter's 
earthen Bottle, Ch. xix ; his hard Uſage in the fol- 
lowing Chapter, might be apologized the better for 
by them; and that manner of Propheſy ing alſo, by 
taking of great Stones, and hiding them in the 
Clay of a Brick-Kiln at the Entry ot Pharaos Pa- 
lace, was ſcarce ſufferable by the Egyptians, upon 
any other Principle, but that of their deſpiſing him 
as a Mad-man, Ch. xliii. But it was not Feremiah's 
Caſe only, or chiefly, to be thus had in Deriſion, 
for his exratical Actions, and their Extravagance ; 
for Ezekiel ſeems to have been even more offenſive on 
that Head; ſince we find him made of God to ſtamp 
with his Foot, to ſtrike upon his Thigh, to ſmite 
his Hands together, to ſigh with Bitterneſs, — 
wit 


N 


A 


<FT<EE Se 


_ ee FY + - 
. 2 u 


. 7 7 


( 107) 
with the Breaking of his Loins, to eat his Bread 
with ſhaking, and to drink his Water with trem- 
bling; not weeping when his Wife died; lying 
390 Days on one ſide, then 40 Days on the other 
ſide, carrying his Houſhold-Goods forth through a 
Hole dug in the Wall, ſhaving himſelf in a ridi- 
culous Faſhion; drawing | Feruſalem on a Tile, 
making an Iron Pan its Wall, raiſing battering 
Rams againſt it, ſo drawn; baking Bread with 
Man's Dung, or Cow's Dung; upon which Ac- 
counts, no wonder the Marginal Reading of the 
Hebrew ſays, they made a Jeſt of his Propheſyings, 
Ch. xxxili. 3.1, 32. the Commentators upon 
Ch. xx. 49, lay, that the People repreſented him as. a 
Mad-man, in ſpeaking Parables that had neither Senſe, 
nor an) Coherence in them; and the Complaint there of 
the Prophet ſeems to import, that not only the Matter and 
Argument of his Prophecy, was obſcurely expreſſed ; but 
the Manner and Form thereof expoſed him unto Ridicule. 
It might alſo, by a Temper of Buffoonery, be im- 
puted as an impious Act in Hoſea, to take a Wife 
of Whoredoms and Children of Whoredoms, which 
if he had done it by his own Will, was againſt the 
ſtated Law of God; and ſo was that Command of 
the Prophet, for anotſſer to wound him, and then 
to conceal himſelf, by beſmearing with Blood and 
Aſhes, in order to tell an unjuſtifiable Story of 


' himſelf to Ahab, 1 Kings xx. Very indecent alſo 


in the Eyes of the Shepherds of Iſrael, muſt it be 
to ſee Zechariah acting with the Inſtruments of a 
fooliſh Shepherd, while he repreſented them ; and 
when he cut aſunder his Staff Beauty, and after- 
wards his Staff. Bands, it is evident that the Lea» 
ders of the People were offended, with the deli- 
vering himſelf in this manner, Ch. xi. Men alſo 
might think Jeremiah indecent in howling, Ch. xlviii. 
31, but ſome of the antient Tranſlations have it, 1 
am forced to howle, In like manner, Micab is not a- 
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(6108) | 
ſhamed in his own Perſon to ſay, I will wail: and 
howl, I will go ſtripped and naked, I will make a 
wailing like the Dragons, and mourning as the 
Owls; Mic. i. 8. But we find in Pal. lxxiv. 9, We 
ſee pot our Signs; there is. no more any Prophet; as if 
Signs did always accompany the Prophet, and the 
latter was not without the former. Again, in 
Hoſea ii. 10, I have uſed, or as ſome render, I will 
uſe Similitudes, by the Miniſtry of the Prophets; upon 
which the accurate Explainers of the Text ſay, that 
God was ſhadowed forth and repreſented, not by the 
Words only, but by the Actions of Prophets; for the 
Prophets did a great many things in the People's View, 
which had reſpeci to the Perſon of God; and therein they 
repreſented him perſonally. Wherefore this Text does not 
infiſt upon the Subjett- Matter of Prophecy, but the Way 
and Manner oj it, whereby God did manifeſt himſelf by 
the Prophets. Upon the whole, the many unaccount- 
able Actions by human Reaſon, that are mentioned 
to attend the extatical Circumſtance of Prophets, 
were written for our Inſtruction, touching the Ways 
of God's revealing himſelf to and by the Prophets ; 
but how Mr. Owen will juſtify himſelf, in judging 
any under the Character of Prophets, to be falſe 
ones, and diabolically poſſeſſed, becauſe they have 
upon them the like Signs, as are herein mentioned 
to be upon thoſe, unto whom we are indebted for 
the Scriptures of Truth; I leave to his Philoſophy 
to make out. And I ſhall make no other Anſwer 
than 1s above-mentioned to all his Scurrility and 
Banter upon the modern Prophets on, this Head; 
except that in ſaying, p. 114, My. Lacy adminiſtred 
the Lord's Supper without Bread and Wage, he has miſ- 
repreſented the Fact; which was a figurative Acti- 
on, ſhadowing forth the Invitation to the Marriage- 
Feaſt of the King's Son, Matthi. xxii, wherein Chriſt 
will make his Gueſs fit down, and will himſelf 
Vait upon them, Zake xii. 37. But no Body among 
nn | | the 


6109) 
the Prophets ever took it to have any Relation to 
the Lord's Supper, which has been frequently ad- 


miniſtred among them; as much at leaſt, accord- 


ing to the Sil as any other Ann 
have it. 

. Scene of Delufions, p. 120, tis obſerved by the anti- 
ent Chriſtians, that corporal Agitations and Exta- 
ſies in Prophets, were always look'd upon as Signs 
of Impoſture and diabolical Deluſion: Tas by 
theſe Extaſies and Agitations, that the primitive 
Fathers proved Montanus, and his prophetick Tribe, 


to be falſe Prophets. I'll begin with Mikiades in 


Euſebins, Lib. 5, Cap. 17, who proves that not one of 
the good Prophets in the Old and New Teſtament were 
in Extaſy, or ſpoke under extatical Notions. 

Anſw. I find St. Hermas to be in an Extaſy, and 
his Book was for ſeveral hundred Years eſteemed 
Canonical Scripture; and Dr. Cave, in Polhycarps 
Life, tells us, that being on his Knees in Prayer, 
he fell into an Extaſy. I find moreover, Juſtin 
Martyr, Irenzus, Athenagoras, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, 
and many other Antients, giving large and particu- 
lar Atteſtations to Extaſy, and extatical Motions, 
on the Chriſtian Pro 7 in their Time; for — 
Proof whereof, I re ſelf to the General 
luſion fore- mentioned: Nod if Miltiades had af 
ſerted what Mr. Owen reports of him, are we, in 
complement to Miltiades and Mr. Owen, bound to 


put out our own Eyes, and renounce the Scripture 


numerous Inſtances to the contrary, as above re- 


lated ? Bur unfortunately for the latter, the Words 
of Miltiades are only thus 
falſe Extaſy, that comes from Licentiouſnefs and Impu- 


A falſe 3 has his 


dence; for this taking its Riſe from wilful Ignorance, 


fallt at length into an involuntary Frenzy But they 


cannot demonſtrate, that any of the Prophets of the Old 
or New Teſtament were inſpired after this manner. So 


chat he does not offer the lęaſt Proof againſt the 


Scripture 


(ao) | 
Scnipture Prophets having Extaſies, and ſpeaking 
under extatical Motions; and therefore the Mon- 
Horiſtical Prophets, as well as the modern, being not 
in{pized after the manner of Extaſies, ariſing from 
Licentiouſneſs and wiltul Ignorance, ſuch as falſe 
Prophets (he ſays): had; they ſtand juſtified in 
their Extaſies by thoſe evidently proved upon the 
Seripture Prophets. But upon the whole, Mr. Qweii's | 
following Citations (true or falſe) from the Fathers, 
tending to ſhew, that only falſe Prophets had ge. 
and extatick Motions ; this Argument would, if al- 
lowed to be good, prove alſo that Abraham, Iſaat, 
Jaiab, Jeremiah, Exokiel, Daniel, St. Peter, St. Jobn, 
St. Paul, and many others of the Scripture Prophets, 
who are evinced above to have had the like, were 
falſe Prophets: Therefore it is neceſſary for him, 
either to demonſtrate that the Scripture aſſerts no 
Extaſies upon its Prophets; or elſe to own that the 
2 of them, was no Argument againſt the di- 
vine Inſpiratation of the Montaniſts, or is againſt 
that of the modern Prophets. => hen) 
Scene of Deluſſaus, p. 122, The Cumean Sibyl, un- 
de Operation of the Devil, had violent Agitations of 
Body, you with inward Fury; uttering her Ora- 
cles with many antick am comical Geſtures, foam- 
ing at her Mouth. (But in Scene, p. 38, he ſays) 
The Verſes of the Pagan Sibyls, cited by Clement 
and Barnabas, and referred to by Hermas, which 
were conſumed 83 Years before Chriſt, ſ 
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peak con- 
oerning his Incarnation. Whether God vouckſated 
this in Mercy to the Heathen, that the Goſpel 
might bave a more eaſy Reception among them; 
or whether Satan might be forced to acknowledge 
this great Truth, and foretel ſomething of it, ſee- 
ing it ſhould be the Ruin of his Kingdom; 1 leave to 
the Determination of the Learned. | | 
Anſw. If Mr. Owen had kept his Word, and left 
this Point, with many others, to the ä 
| 0 
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of the Learned, he had done well. In particular, 
the preſent Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury in publiſhing. 
the Books of St. Barnabas, St. Clement and St. Herma, 
(who are all mentioned with Honour in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles) tells us from good Authority, that the ſaid. 
Books were for ſeveral Hundred Years, received as 
Parts of the New Teſtament's inſpired. Writings: 
So long therefore as theſe quoted the Siby/ Oracles 
as divine 3 Mr. Owen) their Inſpiration 
from God muſt in Conſequence be owned generally 
among Chriſtians, notwithſtanding their violent A- 
gitations, inward Fury, many antick and comical: 
Geſtures, even foaming at the Mouth; and I be- 
lieve that moſt, if not all the Writers before Con- 
ftantine, who make mention of the Sich, will be 
found upon Examination, to have argued their no- 
ble Predictions touching the Glory of our Saviour, 
to be from the Spirit of God, and ee the O- 
ation of the Devil, as Mr. Owen now againſt his 
miſe determines it. However, to ſubjoin only; 
4 Tranſlation of the Senſe of what Juſtin Martyr, 
who ſealed to the Truth of Chriſt with his Blood, 
about An. Chriſti 170, ſays of them: His Exhorta- 
tion to the Greeks has it, That Plato thought the Sibyls 
to be inſpired of God, and he (Juſtin) agrees with him in 
that Thought, and commends his Judgment for it, ſay- 
ing, that Plato wrote thus of them, to wit, We have 
rightly called them Divine, inſpired by the Deity, 
and agitated of God; who ſpoke many great Things, 
which they themſelves underſtood not; oftentimes 
they erred indeed in the Verſe, and remembred not 
what they had ſpoken.—Then Juſtin applies it, 
: Wherefore, O ye Grecians, fince the Matter 
of the true Worſhip of God, conſiſteth not in poetical 
Numbers, nor in that which is by you accounted Learning. 
leaving the Exac ineſs of Verſe and Words, attend to what 
they the Sibyls ſpeak. Moreover, Juſtin's Apology 
for Chriſtians addeth, That by the Iuſtinti of wicked 
Devils, 
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hend how it could be the Divine Spirit that ſpake 


the Uſe of their Underſtandings ſo far as to be a- 
. ble to interpret their own Inſpirations, ' which how- 
ever are termed Propheſyings. 
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Dek, An "were. prohibited ale Reading of Sibyls ro- 


6s, upon Pain of Death And in the ſame Apo- 
= he Lach touching the Chriſtian Prophets in 
his Time, ' Thoſe thut propheſy, are agitated by no other 
than the Divine Spirit, even as the Prophet Iſaiah was 
agitated of God (evpegerp®-) what the Prophets - ſpeak, 
it is not ſpoken by the Iuſpired themſelves, but | by the 
Word of God moving them; ſometimes in the Perſon of 
God the Father. and Lord of all thingsi:\- ſometimes in the 
Perſon of Cbriſt + ſometimes in the Płrſons of the People. 
= .Scene of ' Delufions;: p. 115. The true Eſſence 
Prophecy, is nothing elfe but au Influence from the Deity, 
upon the rational farſt, and afterwards upon the ima- 
ginative Faculty, by the Mediation of the active 
Intellect. And, p. 114, it is neceſlary- a Man 
ſhould be ſenſible of his on Inſpiration, and this 
cannot be without the Exerciſe of his Reaſon and 
ment. nee 10 3:1: 120 , 
Anſw. We have ſeen how Juſtin Martyr, and the 
Primitive Chriſtians generally, did own the Sbyls 
Inſpiration to be divine, tho' they underſtood not 
themſelves what they ſpoke. And if Mr. Owen's 
Rule is to be admitted for true, I cannot compre- 


in Dreams to Daniel, Jacob, Jeremiah, Solomon, 
Pharaoh, Nebuchadntzzar, or to the Joſephs in the 
New and old Teſtaments; neither Daniel, St. Peter, 
St. John and St. Paul, being ſtruck down as dead 
in their Trances, and not having ſo much Reaſon 
left as to know, whether they were dead or alive, 
can theſe upon his Principle be allowed capable, in 
that Eſtate, to receive their prophetick Revelations, 
which. we however acknowledge to have been Di- 
vine. And it is very plain, that thoſe who had 
the Gift of ſtrange 6 1 Cor. xiv. had not 
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Scene of Delufions, p. 123, we read of antient 
Hereticks called Meſſaliani, becauſe they were wont 
to pray themſelves into Raptures and Extaſies. 

Anſw. Caſaubon's Enthuſiaſm tells us, They were 
reckoned among the Hereticks, for their very Exceſs in 
Prayer; and that Sect of Chriſtians ſpread its Infection ſo 


| 'far and wide, that no other Cure could be found to ſtop it, 


but an abſolute Deſtruftion of them by Slaughter. 


Now, ſince their Hereſy conſiſted only in Prayer; 


and that they are put into Mr. Owen's black Roll, 
of falſe Prophets under the Operation of the Devil; 
I thought it but a Debt to Truth, and a deſerved 
Compaſſion for that poor People, maſſacred for 
their Praying, becauſe they did ſo in Raptures or 
or Extaſies, to add ſomewhat of precatorv En- 
thuſiaſm, as it occurs in the Scripture; leaſt an 
ſhould hence apprehend, that praying often ro G 
might be a Sign of their being actuated by the De- 
vil, as our Author intimates the Meſaliani,' were. 
Since then, they are charged with Hereſy, not for 
praying unto Saints or any other Manner, culpable 
in itſelt, but merely for an Exceſs of Prayer, true 
in its kind ; I conceive it mult be either, firſt, for 
the Frequency of it, which I know not how it 
could exceed the Precepts, of praying always and 
without ceaſing; or, 2dly, It muſt exceed in the 
Earneſtneſs of it; and how it could be thus I am at 
a loſs to find, becauſe Fervency is very often re- 
commended in the Pſalms, and the New Teſtament. 
I ſuppoſe therefore that the Exceſs and Hereſy of 
their Prayer, conſiſted only in its being done under 
Extaſy or Rapture, or elſe becauſe being firſt in 


Prayer, an Extaſy fell upon them: And as to the 


latter Caſe ; Peter, ſoon after his Prayer on the Houſe 
Top, fell into a Trance or Extaſy ; Paul alſo, while 


he prayed in the Temple, fell into an Extaſy; andſo 
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Ell > by which he owned the Chriſtians to be his adopted 


- - AW) 


nate any Man an Heretick, is a Myſtery which re- 
mains to be unfolded; Wherefore laſtly, let us ex- 


amine by the Scripture, "whether Prayer under Ex- 


taſy, does infer, that the Meſſaliani were poſſeſt by 
the Devil, as is intimated: Now this ſort of Pray- 
er is recommended by James v. 16, Pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed; The effettual 
fervent Prayer of a righteous Man availeth much. 
Wherein the Greek Terms expreſs it, The powerfully 
#n-wroueht Prayer; and the Criticks on the Word 
agu - obſerve, that it imports à violent Force and 


Emotion, ſuch as they were effected with, who were g mi- 


rated by Spirits; it therefore means here the inſpired Pray- 
er of a Prophet, uben under the Operation of the Holy 
Spirit ; as the anticent-- Prophets were when they prayed, 


and thoſe alſo under the New Teſtament who had the 


Gift of Miracles, 1 Cor. xii. 10; where wpynagnm the 
fame Word is uſed. - And agreeably with the ſame 
Definition of inſpired Prayer, Dr. Hickes's Spirit of 
Enmtuſfiaſm — 1 expounds from Chryſoſtom, Theo- 
'philus and Oecumen, the Senſe to be of Rom. viii. 26. 
as ſolloweth; to wit, that the emuuerix@-, the Man 
actuated by the Spirit, ſuperinterceeded for the Con- 
gregation, with Groaxings unutterable, (naturally); but 
gun, rather meaning Sighings, or ſhort Breath- 
ings, they were (ſaith he) the Effect of thoſe ſuper- 
natural Enthufiaſms ; which moved ſometimes the 
inſpired Orators to pray in unknown Tongues ; 
which St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiv. 15, eniphatically calls 
Praying- by the Spirit, in Oppoſition to proying in- 
telligibly. And this Gift above all others, which 
is Called the Spirit of Adoption, was looked upon 
as a ſingular Pledge of God's Favour, and as a Seal 


gem. Unto which Purpoſe, Grotius elſewhere ex- 
-prefles, that the Perſon inſpired did in thoſe Pray- 
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chat ſpeak, but the Spirit of my Father ſpeaking 8 


in you. But anſwerably hereunto, St. Paul, Col. 1. 
29, mentions a ſtrong Operation (wgyuar mgyephr) 
working. mightily by a Power in him. Again, the 
Learned in Pool's Synopfis ſay, that Eph. v. 18, does 
intimate ſome Likeneis between the Circumſtance, 
of being drunk with Wine, and that of being fil 
ed with the Spirit, when the Inſpired uttered new 
Hymns and ſpiritual Songs; as has already been 
noted of Jeremiah, and the Congregation at Pente- 
coſt. Furthermore, David plainly implies an ex- 
traordinary Influence upon himſelf in Prayer, Pſal. 
xxxix. 3, My Heart was vehemently hot within me, (as 
many render it) while I was muſing the Fire broke 
out, then ſpake I with my Tongue; upon which 
alſo the Commentators ſay, that David's Caſe was 
like to that of Jeremiah, Ch. xx. 9. 
Wherefore, in all the Inſtances above-mentioned 
of inſpired Prayers, ſome Degrees of extatical Emo- 
tions being allowed, it looks very unequal in Mr. 
Owen to put the Meſſaliani into his Catalogue of 
Demoniacks, or under diabolical Delufion, becauſe 


they prayad in Extaſies. The common Opinion is 


a very uncertain Security againſt Error in any 
Caſe; and in particular this touching them and 
the Montaniſts, as being Hereticks, and acted by 
the Devil, does not excuſe any Man in ſuch a Cen- 


ſure, who has Leiſure and Abilities to examine in- 


to the Facts, and judge of them himſelf; which 
accordingly I entreat him, and all others that are 
capable, to do. And becauſe I conceive, that fo far 
as any one is partial and willingly prejudiced in a 
Point, even while he pretends to ſeek after Truth, 


he may be truly ſaid to love Darkneſs rather than 
Light; I hope 


it will be no Indecency to conclude 

with the inſpired Prayer of St. Paul, Eph. i. 17, 18 

that the God of our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, the Father - ©. 

of Glory, may give unto us the Spirit of Wiſdodl: 
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mh darkned, by a Blindneſs indulged of the Heart, fo 
44 that we like not to receive the Truth; let us remem- 


P leaſur © in Untr uth, that God {ent upon the Apoſtati- 
zing Chriſtian Church a ſtrong Deluſion, to believe 


it may not be unworthy of the more deliberate Con- 
fideration (in this Caſe) of Mr. Owen, and other Pro- 


been no Prophets ſince the Time of St. John, or ſoon 
after; ho they do allow themſelves to ſtand on 
the ſide of Antichriſt, or Babylon the Great, the 


Earth, in the ſaid Principle ; when thereby they 
juſtify her, and acquit her of that Guilt, which 
Chriſt, the ſupreme Ne condemns her for; to wit, 


the Principle they maintain, that there ſhall be no 
more Prophets, they do What in them lieth, to in- 
demnify the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, hat 
La from the Danger threatned, of being con- 
umed by the Spirit of his Mouth, .2 Theſſ. ii. 8, Which 
is amang the Learned conſtrued to mean the Spirit ef 
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teſtants, Who like him do determine, that there has 


Mother of Harlots, and of Abominations on che. 
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ſhedding the Blood of Prophets, Rev. xviii. 24. So alſo by 


